Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






> 



<l^v 







I u 



THE REVEL 



THE MO 




T ^ "LT • ^ r 









• I 



EI' -^'Aj-.^- 



>0^i. 



i _ r«-e^" f — " 



V 



f^ 



l:::2 :y : 






5 QL'KEV 



^5 '-czjcer. :>£c 






CONTENTS. 

Introduction ...... 3 

THE REVELATION TO THE MONK OF EVESHAM. 
(i) The Prologue of the Revelation . . .15 

(2) [The Table of Chapters] . . . . 16 

THE REVELATION. . . 19 

In Fifty- eight Chapters and an Epilogue. 

The Trance and Recovery of the Young Monk of Eves- 
ham Abbey . ..... 19-35 

The Journey through Purgatory & Paradise to Heaven. 
I. Purgatory. 

The firfl place of Pains . . . 36-39, 73 

Characters — ^A Prior, that died this same year . 65 > :* 

An Anchoress, that had come late from the world 69 
A Bishop ' born in this ground of England' and had 
his Bishopry beyond the Sea, deceased this same 

year about the Feast of Michael the Archangel 70 

A poor man's wife ...... 71 

A Knight that brake the Vow of Pilgrimage . 74 
A Knight with the sparrowhawke on his nst, that 

had passed to Goa ten years ago . . 75 

The fecond place of Pains . . 40, 41, 76, 82 

Characters — A sinful Woman saved by Saint Margaret . 42 

A drunken Goldsmith saved by Saint Nicholas 46-56 

The three Bishops ...... 77 

An Archbishop of Canterbury ... 79 

Poisoners . . . . . , . 83 

Usurers, Fugitives out of Religion . . 84 

A certain King of England .... 84 

A Bishop, an Archbishop-elect, that died 4 years ago 86 

An Abbot, that died 10 years ago ... 87 
An Abbess, that passed this same year out from 

this world 90 

A Knight guilty of Simony .... 92 

A young Monk, that was Sexton of the Church 95 

A certam Clerk that lived holily . . . 96 

The third place of Pains .... 56-59 
Character^— A Doctor of Law, that died about 9 months ago 60 

II. Paradise. ...... 98 

The Vifion of the Crofs in Paradife . . 105 

Characters — An Abbess, that died 13 years ago . . 99 " 

A devout and aged Prior, that died 3 years ago loi 

A young Monk, that died early ... 103 

A worshipful Priest, who was an holy preacher 104 

III. He.wen. 

The Cryftal Wall . . . .107 

The Gate and the Entring in thereof • . . 107 

The Stairs in the Wall and tlie TYiTOive . . \cJ^ 

The fweet Peal and Melody of BeWs . • '^^^ 



■d^^^ta 



The Revelation 

TO 

The Monk of Evesham, 




IXTR on UCTION. 

the dnoQologj of Ei^liih prmdng, betveen 
Wflliam Caxton and \V\-nkTn de Worie, occur 
the Ids familiar namcs of John Lettou and 
WiHiam of Malinfs, or as he Tahouiiy printed his 
name^ Wilh£LMUM de Machlinla, W:lhel- 
MUM i>E Mechlin LA, and erea William 
Maclyn. 

Not much K knovn of thefe two minor printers : Xkothicg in- 
deed berond the teftixDonr of their own prodnctionau Some 
accocmt, bowcrer, tho:::gh it maj be a '.:Tii:fri aai imperftc: CTie. 
of their woHls wiH be adTaiuageocs, prerioos to aa acgrair.'aB*^ 
Drith Tlu R£z>eLx£iam U tJu Jd^nk of Ezijkam. 

S. Befides pointing oq their own accocnt, Letirjs. asi Madilicia 
joined in poztijexThip for at leafl tbe pr>h: frier: cf c^>e r»>k, in 
the colopbjn of wh^ Lencfi's jatiae c*>n-2s £r:t_ P'>:r biv there- 
fore he maj hare besi the oidsT prims'. Tr-sir worki arc of 
greai rarirr : Pxne of thca extrxoriiz^arilT f j. The fo3>/«ring 
lift of masj of tben oyjrar^ ilsr depgiLiriocis or l:tl« in Eng- 
lifh, fboTS tie iar^^Ls^ts in wiiiri -Jity are printed, axid gives 
the prefs ssazks of coji^es Ecar in Erliiih >f ^if-KinL Tliofe dif- 
tii^iifbed bf A tare tbe r3L=* ex iL-t prr^er spr^^a them : thofe 
bv B have Ttfirhrr ihs naiae of tbe zjcizisr zjtjc of tbe p-acc or daic 
c^priiciz^ 
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Sir Thomas Littleton, 7V>/«r«. [Norman French.] 508. f. 2. 
Year Book, 34 Hen. vi. 14. [Norman- French.] C. 11. b. 10. 
Albertus IVIagnus, On the secrets of Nature. [Latin]. (1) C. 
qi. e. 25. (2) 546. h. ^ 

John Watton, ' Speculum Xrisdani,' The Mirror 0/ a Christian. 
[Ladn and English]. C. 11, a. 28. 
Year Book, 33 Hen, VI. [Norman-French.] 505. g. i. 
Year Book, 35 Hen. VI. [Norman-French.] 505. g.r. 
Year Book, 36 Hen. VI. [Norman-French.] 505. g. i. 
A book, without title, known as ' Nova Statuta,' The New Statutes. 
[Norman- French.] C. 11. c. 13. 

The Revelation to the Monk 0/ Evesham. [English.] C. 21, 
A passing gode lityll boke necessarye and behotte/ull agenst the 
Pestilence y translated from the Latin of Reginatn contra epidiniant 
sive pestam, written by Canutus, Bishop of Aarhuus in Jutland. 
B II L A Chronicle of England. [English.] Gren. Coll. sggi. 

3. The firft book ever printed in I^ondon, was printed by John 
Lettou. It was the above Penketh's edition of Andreas* 
Quejlions in AriftotU^s Metaphyfici : a work firft printed at Naples 
in 1475. 

The Rev. Dr. Cotton tells us : 

If we consider Westminster as a distinct city from London^ the latter can 
only claim the third, or perhaps fourth place in order of time among the 
English towns into which the art of printing was introduced : a press being 
certainly at work in Oxford in the year 1478, and one at St. Alban's in 1480. 
No book executed at London is found bearing an earlier date than this last- 
mentioned year; the first known specimen bemg. Antonii Andreoe questiones 
super xii. libros metaphysices^ printed by John Lettou, in 1480. Lettou was 
probably a foreigner, and he is only known to have printed two books (in 1480 
and 1481) before he joined with Wm. Machlinia, who is also supposed to have 
been a foreigner from Germany or the Low Countries. Machlinia probably 
continued his occupation for some years, yet comparatively few of his books 
have come down to our times ; and of these not one single volume bears a 
date. — Typographical Gazetteer, p. 148, Ed. 1831. 

But two copies of Andreas Quejliones are known. The above 
one in the Grenville Collection, and another at Magdalen College, 
Oxford. The two volumes printed by Lettou were both pub- 
liflied at the expenfe of Thomas Wilcock. They are printed in 
double columns, and have blank fpaces left for the initial letters 
to be filled by hand, as is the cafe of moft of the above works. 
The colophons expanded of Lettou's two works, run thus ; 
A. Andreas' Queftiones, 

C Excellentissimi sacrae theologia professoris Anthonii Andrae ordinis 
fratrum minorum supo* duodecemo libros Methaphiscsc questionibus per 
uenerabilem uirum magistrum Thoman Penketh ordinis fratrum Augustinen- 
sium emendatis finis impositus est per me lohannem lettou ad expensas 
Wilhelmi Wilcock impressis. Anno xristi M.CCCC.lxxx. 

J. Perez de Valentia's bulky work, ufually known as Expo^ 
fitiones fuper Pfalterium, 

f[ ExpHciunt Reuerendissimi doctoris Vale«cii sup^r psalteriuw hucusque 
cxpoMnes Jmpresse in ciuitate Londoniensi ad expensas Wilhelmi Wilcok 
per me lobsmnem lettou. Anno xristi IVI.CCCC.lxxxi. 
Ari/lotJe and David, Intellecfl and Piety : a f\l begixvum^ ^ox 
tAe prodigious literature that has been, tliat Vs, lYval ^eV >nV\\ 
VV7/7^ into exi/lence in JLondo« 
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4. Sir Thomas Littleton died on 23rd Auguft 148 1. It was 
probably after his death that Lettou and Machlinia, our firft Law 
printers, joined together to print what is probably the firft edition 
of his Tenures. The colophon of this book runs thus : 

Explidu^t Tenores nouelli Imp>rsse/^r nos lohem lettou et Willem de 
machlinia in CzWtate Londoniarwm iuxta cxclesiam. omnium, sanctorunt. 
[There were eight churches in London, dedicated to the honour of A /I 
Saints, commonly written Alhallows. Near which Alhallows cannot there- 
fore be now known.] 

There is another work, known as the Vieux Abridgement des 
Statutes which is alfo attributed to their joint-effort, but it bears 
no date nor name of printer, place, &c. 

B. The works, known and fuppofitious, of William de Machlinia 
are more numerous. He appears to have lived either in Holbom 
or near the Fleet Bridge. 

Another of the earlieft editions of Littleton's Tenures has this 

^ * Expliciunt Tenores nouelli Impress! 

per me Wilhelmuxw de machlinia in opulen 
tissiama Ciuitate Londoniarum iuxta ponte/M 
qui vulgariter didtur Flete brigge 

The Year Book 34 Hen. VL, has this (hort colophon. 

£mpr^»te par moy William Maclyn en Holbom. 

The edition of Albertus Magnus Liber aggregationis ; feu liber 

fecretorum, &c., has this colophon. 

Albertus Magnus de Secretis naturae Explidt 
Necnon per me Wilhelmum de mechlinia Impressus In 
opulentissima Ciuitate Londoniarum Iuxta pontem qui 
vulgariter didtur Flete brigge. 

But the mofl interefting of all the acknowlcdgerl produjflions 
of Machlinia, and the one which has the clofeft affinity to the 
prefent work, is a book which begins Incipit liber qui vacatur 
Speculum Xrijtiani. It is a devotional work, and confifts of 
three parts. 

(i.) The Speculum Xriftiani is compofed of fliort quotatiorui 
chiefly in Latin, from the Scriptures and the Fathers, interff>crfed 
with original, though nide Englilh verfe in illuftration of the 
teaching. It is divided into eight 'tables* or 'chapters': 
whereof the firft treats of the Catholic faith and the arliclc-s of 
belief : the fecond of the ten precepts of the Decak/(;ue and the 
two of the Gofpd : the third of the fe^'cn works of m'rrcy, the 
feven works of the fpirit, the fevcn principal vertue\ : the f'>uft>. 
of the feven caidinal fins, and the iike. TJie fo:Iow;;«2 — to be 
found in the feventh table — is a goo'i fj/tcimcn '/ tlie verfe, m-faki, 
otherwife is intereftiDg from its very eariy y/.Xvm in tt^^. 
printed Poetry. 

EiWjmjJ e ve may vee 4r/i \fXK 

Of theratadem. that va.> v^ r.'^Jc. u 'ii/eft 

Of it opeajj <f*»y% lerer- ye 

AMtd auio 4aaad tnhj* -]/i-r/i^j:^K 

3Qe» \0tAfsu d'^a* 4^ Vt ^ 
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Wollid it W3J with wallys Ihie 
The wmpie^reol [ul dulfiilly 

So ridto a umplfl hit was one 
In thi< worlds wiu foundcn none 
With wflllts and pylera here onlyght 
Hylsd wilh guide ihal schane <id brighi 
So ouinv IsmfKS Iher in hrcnt ay 



Thdroylen 

OutD(whichea< 

. ThnirncQceuw 

With riche >iucel 



might 









And this was oU their syneing 

l"he paalmea thai Diade David the kyng 

And whr dus Gte deEtroied was 



doo ao aught to drede hj 
p* befalle u Ihaim befelle 
» derkyi Ibys tate can te 



Fornfier may we now many Tynde 



tofl^e" Ei™le ilt^^re 
■bo so might conueri blyD 
nd make tliem to eoddya I 
odwoldcforsyrhlioallh 



oil blynde 
le riphl heye 



'uK,-; 



IS or the bleOed 
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At the clofe of the whole, comes the following colophon. 

Iste Libellus imprvssus est in opulentissima Ciuitate Londoniarum p«r me 
WIUelmu^M de Machlinia ad instanciam necnon expensas Henrici Vranken- 
burgh mercatoris. 

As Thomas Wilcock paid the expenfes of Lettou's two books : 
the piety of the merchant Henry Urankenberg furailhed Mach- 
linia with the means for the produdlion of the Speculum XriJHani, 

6. A typographical matter now meets us : and it is important, 
becaufe it is the bridge between the known and the fuppofcd 
works of Machlinia. Mr. Dibdin gives us this opinion of Mach- 
linia as a printer. 

Machlinia unquestionably printed with at least three different 0asts of 
letters ; of which the more elegant specimens are those of the Speculum 
Xriani, and A Ibertes Magnus * De Secretis Multerum* Machlinia is always 
superior to Lettou, and some attempt at proportion and beauty may be seen 
in his register, or press work ; but he is not only far beneath Wynkyn de 
Worde in every point of good printing, but is frequently below Caxton ; 
whose broad and bold types seem not to have suited his meagre taste. His 
paper is not generally so good as that of his contemporaries ; but in the 
subsequently mentioned work of * Albertus Magnus, and in the * Nova 
Statuta ' he has shewn himself not indiflferent to the niceties and beauty of 
his art. The paper is excellent, the margin broad, and the register exact. — 
Typ. A nt. ii. 9. 

In the above lift, an attempt has been made to claffify Mach- 
linia's books, according to the founts of type ufed in them. The 
law- books group under I. The Albertus Magnus ^ the Nova 
Statuta, and The Monk of Evejham^ form group II. : while the 
third group is compofed of the Speailum Xriftianiy Chronicle of 
England, and Lityll boke agenfl the Plague, &c. The three groups 
are fharp and diftindl from each other, and confiftent within. 

Mr. Dibdin obferves with reference to the prefent work : 
This extraordinary performance, which is bound up with a copy of Caxton's 
Order 0/ Chivalry^ in the British Museum; is printed with types of the 
same character as those of the Nova Statuta ; but more rudely executed. 
The book has no indication whatever of place, or printer's name; nor has it 
numerals, catchwords, or signatures. It contains 65 leaves ; and in chapters 
xvi, xvii, some leaves have been pasted over others, containing different 
matter from the cancelled leaves. This appears, on slightly separating the 
one from the other. I believe the Museum copy, which was formerly in the 
library of Henry VII., to be unique. — Idem, p. 27. 

To this may be added a peculiarity in the letter in which this 
book is printed. It has one letter graffed upon another, as de 
and ho: together fonning one letter. The foundry of this type is 
unknown. It probably came from beyond the feas. Altogether 
the opinion of typographical experts is conclufive and final, that 
William de Machlinia printed The Monk of Eve/ham. Probably 
therefore the approximate date of its appearance in print may be 
fixed at about 1482. 

7. The Narrative itfelf is very much older : though we cannot tell 
by how many years. It was probably not written earlier than 
its oftenfible date ; 1196A.D. By whom is unknown. N 

am I aware of its prefent exiftence in MS. An abri 
of it however is found in Roger de Wendo\ei*s FUnatn of 
under the year Iig6. 

1 //'. 148-164. Ed. 1S49. 
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Roger de Wendover, in Buckinghamfliire, was a Monk of St. 
Albans, who died on 6 May 1 237. His Flowers of HiJlorySs, 
a compilation down to the year 1235, 3Jid is, for the period of the 
Author's lifetime, a piece of contemporary and original Jiillory. 
There feems therefore no efcape from the belief that the oftenfible 
date of the Revelation is the true date of its compofition : and 
with this opinion there is no internal inconfillency in the work 
itfelf. Therefore *the king of Inglond' with his forgetful fons, 
with his * auowtrie/ and undue taxation would be Henry II. 

But however precife and particular the information may be as 
to the Invifible condition of things ; there is generally a ftudied 
abfence of all indications of place or individuals in this world. It 
would be hard perhaps to feparate the Author's felf-delufion from 
his illuding of others, or to fix the exa<5l proportion of fadl to 
ficflion in the whole Narrative. But there is no doubt that, de- 
fpite the difclaimer *this vifion, not to be of man's conceit,' that 
it is a Middle Age work of Religious Ficflion. And this too, 
more as an individual fpeculation than as an authoritative dogma : 
for the dodlrine of Purgatory was not finally fandlioned until the 
Council of Florence, in 1438.^ 

This impreffion is further confirmed by inconfiflencies as to the 
Narrator. Sometimes he is one of the Priors of the Monaflery.* 
at other times, it is the Ecflatic himfelf ;* who writes the Revela- 
tion^ adding thereunto circumftances that occurred after his re- 
covery from his trance.* This confufion in conflrudlion while it 
tells in the narration of the immediate ftory in hand, tends to 
prove the fictional character of the Work. The Revelation itfelf 
is the producft of a (Irong mind, and is — the age, knowledge, 
and circumftances taken into account — a piece of remarkable 
Invention as regards the ordering of the unfeen World : and 
of righteous Judgment and fearlefs Denunciation of the fins and 
wrongdoings of the prefent State. 

The Author was probably an Englifhman, and wrote * in thys 
gronde of inglonde, ' ufing the Englifli of his time. The ortho- 
graphy and pun(5luation may have fomewhat fuffered at the 
hands of fubfec^uent fcribes or the foreign printer, until they 
certainly now fonn a villainous text : but the inditement is worthy 
of even fo great a fubje(5l. It is rapid, clear, unhefitating, un- 
halting: except where all expreflion fails, when ftretch^ out 
towards the expreflion of the immeafurable. Yet even then, 
immenfity, whether of fpace or number, of woe or happinefs, is 
not inadequately forelhadowed. There is great craft and fub- 
tlety in producing vraifemblance — defpite inconfiftent narration — 
by innumerable graphic touches, circumftantial details, and natural 
dialogues : all tending to give a fenfe of ftrong reality to things to 
us impalpable and invifible. In this dear conception helping a 

i S Edfrar, TJk^ I^a^^^ ^ 4^, 76, *«, ^^ 99» ^^^. 

^^^, n. 453- -^^ ^ ^' 



B, Wehave in this Book, aSLoty as diflinfl Tram a Revelation. 
The Story is Inid in Ihe monnftic circle at Evethara Abbey. The 
Revelation tells us of n Journey. It is the pilEfitnaEe of the Soul 
from Death through Puigntoi}' and Par^iie to Heaven. 

8. Put^totyhasnoexiilence. It is an elaborate lie. Scripture 
teaches uniniflnkably the intliin.tnnecius trandation of the Soul of 
Man from the Body into the prefence of the Saviour in Heaven, 
' Abfeni from the body, prefent with Ihe Lord.' 

It is ia Ihe craving to lift up the veil which God in His merci- 
M Providence has pot between us and our future life in (he 
invifible world, in this feeking to become wife, ' above that which 
is written,' 'in which,' to ufe the language of this Raitalioti, 
*lhe feeble ignorance of gocHl people oftenlimes offendeth,' 
that thefe ^cA men of old elaborated out of their own 
humanity, from their own eonfdoufnefs of bodily fenfation, that 
feme Theory of bodily Agony, into a (late into wbich our mortal 
bodies can iie/enter, which is a diftinftive charadleriftic of nearly 
all idolatry and falle religions \ and the utter abfence of which in 
the Old and New Teftaraents is an inverfe proof of their Truth and 
Divine Anthorfhip. 

For inftnnce, what difference is there b detail between the 
reprefentation of B Buddhifthell, asfor example that depiAed in the 
Jofs-houfe of Tinghai, in the illa.nd of Chufan ; and that of Purga- 
tory in this old Etiglilh Monk's conceptions of what might be 
bejDod the grave. 

Ths kingt oFhcU sit in judenicnt Uhs ChiniH! mandarioi. The cieoitian- 
ta arc bnyine tha vfctioi^ in morlarB, boiliiiA Ihem [n furnaces, nod tldiuiiag 
them wilh knifes, tbrowin^ ihem to ti^en, aquenipG Iheni tviween boards, 
cuEEJng them up :uid hanging the hitE cm hafilu, bealinj; Ihem iviLh maLleis, 
tonwntiTig Ihem with hvt irons All rcprcsenled lo cotourtd pkister groupt 
■ilh ahtmihle iidelily of deiail, and wiih an ineenuLty of conception a.% In 

osmeBipiifcie ratchanieE, and thai il is well for ihe harharians thoy ore onl 
OniJoyed in the imentiaii ct »arlike turTfcnlaria. G. If. Cmtx, ' The 
TinHt' Sttciat Cartapandint in China tKtin-^. p. 13E. Ed. 1858. 

10. We muft however try mid occupy the ftandpoinl of the 
Author. With a patient, an elaftic faitk, we muft accept, for the 
noiM*, as currently believed truths ; the exiftence of Put^tory, 
Ihe advocacy and confequent worlhlp of faints, the continuance 
of miracles, the occurrence of vlfiuns, and Ihe like. Further, 
*e mnfl look out on fociety as Ihe Author did. What a pifture 
of nalional dedenlion in fpiritnsl life bos he put into the mouth 
of St. Nicholas. ' 

Knowen Ihts monk Ihat thou seut \ lie »[ved md ^Vu»4. <o<A ^-^w^^ 
In Mi lift ifllh great cieanncBS o{ hean and lios*!^ cS ^nA-^, »*. ■s™^^ 
enl the whicti liould have been done in t\iBp\aM wWiEVtviiai.Vt "«.«&■»»*', 
waagalnuit. For he was fervent in leaXnt rLEh«o™«=5'"™^^"*' 
tttri, wicrefiirc many reproofs oficolimcB ^Miewl-J ^i= auSKS« 
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part, that by the terrors of the Purgatorial Journey, men might be 
awed, into well-doing. 

11. From the explanation of fuch words, as * fermorye ' ^ and 
• coUoke'^ 'fugytytuys,'^ it would appear that the work was fpecially 

intended for not io much the religious perfons as the laity at large. 

• 

12. It is fuch a book as John Bunyan might have written, had he 
lived five centuries earlier, and been, as probably he would have 
become, a Monk. Only, that the Author intended no fuch 
pleafant allegory, fetting forth the progrefs of Chriftian life ; but 
the making manifeft of thofe unfailing realities, of that inevitable 
doom that was coming upon all, except the irretrievably loft. 

13. There is a three-fold thread in this Gejla Purgatoris. The 
natural flory of the Ecftatic ; the omnifcient hiftory of the 
Charadlers, much after the manner of the Ge/ia Romanonint; and 
the fupematural Conftrudlion of the invifible world on this fide 
of Heaven, the peculiar produ<5l of the Author. 

The unweaving of thefe three ftrands is not poffible within oui 
prefent limits. 

( I. ) The Trance of the fick novice is told with great vividncs* 
and circumftantiality. 

(2. ) The even-handed juttice amonfe the Chara^ers is mof 
notable. It fcathes all, but not alike, from the king of Englanc 
feated on' horfeback in burning armour * as it were as briirh 
iron is when it is beaten with hammers and fmiteth out fier 
fparkles** 'for the unrightful lhedding,of mens blood and for adul 
tery,' and is further upbraided by devils * becaufe he would h 
^..^nor^M^ r»n men that flew his venerv. nc Vi-n-* «^,i i-:-.,i i... •• 



fewpriefts 



few pneits ne law m irui^diory, ne aaas " Fruly then I tho\ioV.f 
myfelf that full few priefts were there found, of the irreat n,? t 
thrtis of them in all the world that had d^fe^el^^^^^^^ 
their death, for breakmg their chastity. And to thir t 
answered, • Wherefore it is no doubt that the e^Lm^uV'^^^ 
them be utterly damned. -• In like manner : t&h a V ,'''^^ 
of the Hierarchy. Thofe who flourilhed ik r^r^^^ •^- ^"^^^ 

fci^^i^"^ ^^"^ "^ ^ •"°^'= ^^^ Cete v;^ 

Heaven is conceived as the Centre, turro^^AlT^^''^^ "^'^ 

• adds' of pleafure or pain. The va« c^t^ ^^'^ "^^ 

ne^Ub point in Hun,^ Life. So the st^ S"^^^;^, 
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inward and yet more inward, as it were along a radius, — acrofs 
the three * fields* of Pains, then the * field' of Paradife to the gate 
of Heaven. The Narration fometimes looks backward : but 
the Characters defcribed as met with, will be feen under each 
Place of Pains on /. 2. 

The principle of Purgatory is thus given : 

Full seldom it is in these days in which almost all conditions of all men [are] 
gone out of kind, for the pure simplicity and innocentness of the very Church 
of God, that any man living in this life keepeth or recovereth fully the equity 
and purity of the holy Gospell, the which till a man fulfill he may not 
dwell in heavenly places, neither shall rest in the Mount and Hill of Para- 
dise of joy and bliss. Wherefore whatsoever thing of sin and uncleaness, con- 
trary to equity and righteousness, cleaveth and resteth on the Souls that pass 
hence out of this world it shall be purged in another world and so by their 
penance the way and path of a joyful resting shall be showed to them that be 
purged and cleansed and so then in places of rest, the entring of heaven and 
everlasting bliss full largely shall be opened to those souls for the perfect de- 
sire that tney shall haue there to see God. 

Soothly this only must be taken of those sins which by their light quality or 
else by confession and satisfaction done for them be granted of God to be 
changed and counted amone venial sins. For as touching those sins that 
be deadly and were not in this world by the remedy of confession and pen- 
ance made light and venial, it is without doubt that a man shall be so pre- 
sented in his judgement in the world that is to come as he is found in his 
living when he passeth out of this world.l 

The Progreffion of Purgatory is reprefented on this wife. 

Furthermore this general condition of all folk that die I knew there openly. 
That all people the which be ordained to perceive rest and bliss before the 
day of doom had evermore from the first hour of their death their pains less 
and less : but if it were so, that any of them had left to other that had lived 
after, by evil example, occasion of sin the which righteously they might know it 
them that did so before, and while they did no satisfaction to God for it before 
their death, whereby such occasion of sinning left to other should have been 
forgiven them : also they that grievously offended by the which they deserved 
everlasting damnation ; — began to go from full bitter pains to worse ; and so 
by succeeding of their pains dayly, their torments busily increasing, that 
every day following is more grievous to them than was the day before!* 

This however is varied in individual cafes, by the prefence or 
abfence of hope. 

Soothly there is no thing so grievous to them that be in pains as the un- 
certainty of their deliverance and also there is no thing that so much as swag- 
eth the pains and sorrows of others, as doth a very hope and faithful trust, 
the which they knew, and have by our Lotd's mercy to be delivered .3 

From the Darknefe, the Horror, and the Agony we gladly 

turn towards Paradife. It is our Author's counterpart to Bunyan's 

* Land of Beulah.' In his rapturous welcome of it, no lefe than 

the abfence of any fympathy on his part with the Suffering he had 

wilnefled, we trace the true piety of the Author. A man to 

whom * the melody of Singing Lauds to God' amid the * Manfions 

of the Bleffed' was ineftimably joyous, was himfelf *not far from 

the K ingdom of Heaven. ' Whatever criticifm we may bellow upon 

the conception and execution of the Revelation : we cannot but 

believe the Author to have been a fpiritual-minded Man, doing 

what, in that dark Age, he thought to be a Chriflian work. 

The tranfition is gradual. 

And as we went farther, there began to M)pcar a little and a litde, more 
and more, a full faire light unto us, and withal break out a full pleasant sweet 

1^, 79 
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savour. And anon after we came to a field the which was full of all manner 
of fair and pleasant flowers that gave to us an incredible and inestimable 
comfort of joy and pleasure. Soothly in this field we saw and found infinite 
thousands of Souls fall jocund and merry in a full sweet rest after their pen- 
ance and after their purgation And them that we found first in the beginning 
of that field were not very bright neither well shining Notwithstanding they 
had no spot of blackness or any uncleanness on them as it seemed, save this, 
as I said before, they were not very bright shining white. 1 

And as we went more inward and farther into that joyful place of paradise 
we had evermore a clear light and felt a sweeter savour and those that we 
found and saw there were whiter and more glad than were other that we saw 
before. And whereto should I tary here now to number those persons and 
their merits whom I saw there, that I knew sometime before in the world, 
and those also that I knew not before. For all that were there in that place, 
were ordained to be the citizens of the high and everlasting Jerusalem ; and 
all had past the strife and battle of this world, and were victors of devils ; and 
so lightly they went through all pains, as they were less cumbered and held 
by wretched living and worldly vices.* 

Then comes the mod (Inking Vifion of our Lord's Paffion. 
After which the Journey continues. 

Truly I followed evermore my duke and leadsman Saint Nicholas, that 
went forth farther and farther, repleated now with great joy among the full 
bright and light mansions of blessed souls. And the whiteness of them that 
were here in this place and the ^weatness of savour and also the melody of 
singing lauds to God were inestimable and scarcely to man's understanding 
credible. 3 

At laft, the Gate of Heaven comes in fight. 

At the last we saw afar a full glorious wall of Crystal whose height no 

man mi£[ht see and length no man might consider. And when we came thither 

I saw withinforth a full fair bright shining ^te and it stood open, save [that] 

it was signed and laid over wim a Cross. Truly thither came flockmell the 

multitude of those blessed souls that were next to it, and would come in at 

that fair gate. The Cross was set in the midst of that gate and now it was 

lift up on high and so gave to them that came thither an open and a free 

entring and so shut other out that would have come in, afterward it was let 

down again, and so withheld. . . . But what brightness and clearness of 

light was there withinforth all about let no nuin ask nor seek of me for I 

cannot only not tell it by word but also I cannot remember it in mind. . . . 

And withinforth nothing I might see but light and the wall of crystal 

through which we came. And also from the ground up to the top of that 

wall were steps ordered and disposed fair and marvellously, by which the 

joyful company that was come m at the foresaid gate gladly ascended up. 

At the last as I looked up higher I saw in a Throne of Joy sitting our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ in likeness of a man. And about him as it seemed 

to me were a five hundred souls which late had stied up to that glorious 

ITirone, and so they came to our Lord and worshipped him and thanked him, 

for his great mercy and grace showed and done to them. 

And some were seen on the upper parts of the wall as they had walked 
hither and thither.'* 

That was all he faw. He knows it was not the * high heavens 

of heavens.' It was but the Gate of Heaven. It filled him with 

ineffable joy. But the time of his return had come. St 

Nicholas turns him back, faying ** * Now thou mud go again to 

thyfelf and to thine, and to the world's fightmg. Truly thou (halt 

have and perceive the joys that thou haft feen and much more ; 

if thou continue and prefevere in the dread of God.' And when 

he had faid this to me he brought me forth through the fame 

gate that we came in, wherefore full heaxy and forry was I a*"* 

more than a man may fuppofe, for vreW \ Vxiew xJaaJL \ • 

1 >. 98. 2^. X04. 3 ^. ic6. ^ ^. -wq. 
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turn aj^ain, from that heavenly blife to this world's wretched- 

14. Wo have now a touch, which rivals even Bunyan's famous 
look thrnu^li tlio spates of the Ccleftial City. 

Tlio Monk, fatl tt) tlic heart, is without the Gate, with his back 
upon it anil the Cryllall Wall. "And while the Holy ConfefTor 
Saint Nich«)las on this wife fpake yet with me : fuddenly I heard 
there a folenin Peal and a ringing of a mar\'elous fweetnefs, and 
a^ all the bells in the world or whatfoever is of founding had 
been run^; loj^ethcr at once. Truly in this peal and ringing 
bre.ik t»ut alfo a marvellous fweetnefs ; a variant meddling <? 
ni;^li>dy foundeil withall. And I wot not whether the greatneuof 
melody, or the fweetnefs of the founding of bells were more to be 
\M>ndered at. And to fo j^reat a noife I took good heed and 
full j;reatly my mind was fufpended to hear it. Soothly anon as 
that j;real and marvelous founding and noife was ceafed ; fuddenly 
1 f.iw myfclf departed from the fweat fellowfliip of my duke and 
len<ler Saint Nicholas. Then was I returned to myfelf again.'** 

That Solemn IVal and marvelloufly Sweet ringing of the Bells 
rinv^iuj; in the Kaller morn of Heaven, fo graphically defcribed 
that we feem to hear them, is a crowning invention in the Vifion. 

15. Thus iniperfe(5lly we have introduced the Reader to the 
unique printed book and to its contents. A full analyfis of the text 
we mull leave to others : merely fuggefting inter alia, we were go- 
in^ tt) fay, its comparative Mythology : at all events its comparifon 
with other works in the cycle of Pugatorial literature. As but to 
mention but a few. The vilit to Purgatory of Dritiielm in 696 as 
recorded by Hcile,' or according to Roger de Wendover Driciit- 
MKi.M in 099 :"* of the Kmperor Charles^ in 885: of the Knight 
OWKN who vililed the purgatory of St. Patrick in 1153:* of 
Trucmi.i. the labourer *of Tuniled in the bifhopric of London* in 
iJoC)." With thefe to compare The Vijlons of Tundale^ and 
Robert de Urune's ILimilyug Synne :* and the like. 

We, for our part, have had good hap ; if we have fliown, that 
beneath an uncouth text there is a diredl didlion and power 
hoth of Minil and Soul: that there is much that is true but 
limply dillorted ; with much that is ludicrous and purely falfe : 
and that in all, undeniably, the befl of motives and alpirations. 
With the infmitely greater advantages of the prefent day : how 
many of us would be inferior, man for man, to that unknown 
Monk, who, feven centuries ago, dreamt or imagined that he 
faw * A marvellous Revelation fhewed by Almkfhty God ;' and 
wrote it down for the inftruclion, warning, and comfort of his 
fellow- Kngliihmen. 

1 A UH). 2 /. no. 7 Idem. ii. 221-235. 

3 Ecchs. Hist. Bk. v. c. 12. //. « Ed. by W. B. D. D. lurnbull. 

2i;?-8. /wA 1847. Edmburgh 1843. „ . , ,, 

•i Fitmvrs qf History, i. 120-124. • Ed. by F. J. Fumival, M.A. 

£(t. 1849. « Idem. i. 217. Londoa z869. 
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j|He reuelacioii that foloiveth here 
in this boke tretyth how a certeyn 
deuowt perfon the wiche was a 
monke in the abbey of Euifliamme 
was rapte in fpirite by the wille of 
god and ladde by the hand of feint 
Nycholasthe fpace of. ii. days and. 
ii. nyghtes to fee and knowe the 
peynys of purgatorj-e and the iowys of paradyfe and 
in what (late the fowlis ware that ware in purgatorye 
and alfo in paradyfe. Sothly in bothe tliis placis he 
lawe and knewe many perfons bothe men and women 
the "whiclie he knewe welle before when they lyuyd in 
thys world and fpake with hem there mosvthe to mowith 
in botlie the piacys as he founde hem as hit folowth 
wele aftir in this boke. This renelacion was not 
fhewed to hym only for hym butte alfo for the confort 
and profetyng of all criflyn pepulle that none man Ihuld 
dowte or myftniile of anothir life and world the whiclie 
euery man and woman mode go to and lyke as they 
deferue here in this world by here lyuyng fo there to 
be rewardyd. And as for the trowthe of this reuela- 
cyon no man nother woman ought to dowte in any 
wife, for and a man wele rede and vndirflonde the 
begynnyng with the ending he ihalle fo largely fee hit 
approuyd in grete myraclis by almyghty god fliewyd 
vnto the fame perfon that fame tyme that alle refons 
and mocionsofinfydelite the whicherifith often tymes of 
nns fenfualite fhalie vtwardly be eschidyd and quen- 
;t and gretely (halle caufe alle cxyften pepnlie that I 
'llhit to dredegodai)dloueh-ym3.i\iK\^QVa'gw 



pniie that f, 
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hym in hys werkys. for feclie anotliir reuelacion and 
fo op>Ti y Crowe was neuer fliewid in this lood ne in no 
nothir that we rede of. 

C jt^Ere txiaoifi tfjis ptologge. 

C i^crc bt%mne ti)e cttspitvca of tfjis tcuclaci'oii. 

C Howe this monke fy! in to a fore and greuys 
fekenes and gaue hj-ra to confeffion and prayur 

and compunccion of teens Chapitur I [j*. 19] 

C Howe he laye alfo proilrate in the chaptur 

howfe as thaiigh he had ben dedde ij [/- 21] 

C Howe the fegure of oure lordys croffe that he 

worfliipte was fonde blotly iii [/. 22] 

C How he was comme ageyne to him felfe iiii [/. 23] 
tl Howe he fought aftyr hys llaffe and his Ihewys 

and how deuoutly he worniiiite the crofie v [/. 24] 

C Howe he told to a brother that he iouyd wele 

a part of feche thynges as he had feyne— — vi [^. 26] 

C Howe he was defired of his bretheren to ete 

fumwhat aftyr fo longe a fafle vii [/, 27] 

([ Howe he told to ii of his confeflburs a part of 

thoes thinges that he had feyne viii [p. 28] 

<[ what was his peticioo fpecially and howe a 

certeyn perfon apperyth to hym ix [p. 28] 

([ Howe he was warnyd in his flepe to worihippe 

the croffe of owre lorde x [p. 30] 

C How the fame croffe bledd don to hym at the 
ryght fyde and at the right foote and of the. 

ij. lyghtys xi [J>. 31] 

i[ Howe he came yn to chaptur howfe and toke 

dyfciplynys and how he was rapte xii [/. 32] 

t\_ how he felte liym felfe here rapte fyrll — xiij [/. 33] 
fl how he folowd hys leder fent Nycholas when 

he was rapte xiiij [/. 35] 

([ how fent Nycholas broughte hym to the fyrfle 

place of purgatorie xv [/>. 36] 

COfthegretediuerfyteofpej-nysyathefaw-xvi [/. 39] 
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C Of the fecunde place of peynys in purga- 
tory xvjj [/. 40] 

C How fetit Margaret delyuerd a fowle of a fyn- 

fulle woman fro the deuyllys xviij [p. 42] 

C Of a goldefrayth that was fauyd by fent Ny- 

cholas xix [p. 46] 

<[ How thys inonke know there fyrfl that fent 

nycholas was bys leder xx [/, 48] 

H How the Jkine goldefmith tolde the monke in 
puigatoryehowhedydefodenlyandwasfauydxxj [p. 48] 
C How the goldefmyth tolde the monke a re- 

medye agend foden dcth xxij [p. 5 1] 

C How the fone of this goldefinyth tolde the 
monke aftyr he was comme to liym felfe ageyne 
Ihat hys fadyr had apperyd, iii. to hys moder aftyr 

hysdeth xxiij [p. 54] 

C Of the ihirde place of peynys in purgat- 

orie. txiiii [p. 56] 

|[ Ofthe fowle vyce and fynneoffodemytis-xxv Hft. 58] 
C Of adoctouralawethatwas afodemytexxv[j] [/. 6a] 
JT Of thoes perfons that this monke fawe and 
fpake ivithin the firft. place of peynys and firll 

with a prior Kxvii [p. 65] 

C Of an ancres that he fawc and knewe '" "" " 

lame place 

d Of a certen biflhoppe there alfo— 

d Of a certen woman a pore mannys v _ ^ 

C Of relygyous men what peynys they fofryd for 

. ■ --■- [p. 73] 



xxviii [p. 69] 

fo xxix [>. 70] 

nnys wyf-xxx [p. 71] 



C Of a certen knight that brake a vi 
C Of a nothir knight— 
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C. Of thoes perfons that he fawe in the ii placys 

of peynys xxxiiij [p. 76] 

C Of thre byflhoppis that were there xxxv [p. 77] 

C OfanarchbifOioppeof canturbery xxxvi [/. 79] 

([ A certen defcripcion that the monke made 
of dyuers kyndys of fynfiil peple and of her 

peynys xxxvii [/. Szl 

-V^E Of poyfynners that he fawe xxxviii [p. 83] 
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C Of vferers alfo xxxix f /. 84 

C Of fugytyuys of relygyon xl '/. 84 

C Of a certen k5aig of Englonde xli [/. 84 

C Of a b[i]ffhoppe that was in peynys of purga- 
torye and yette god fhewed for h)Tii myracles in 



thys world xlii 

C Of a certen abbot xliii 



C Of an abbaffe alfo xliiii /. 91 



C Of two nonnys that were lepurs xlv 

C Of a knight that ofFendyd in fymonye — ^xlvi 



C Of a monke a fextenne xlvii /. 95 



C Of a clerke that leuyd holy lye xlviii 



/. 86 
/. 87; 



/. 92 
A 93 
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C Of paradyfe and of the multitude of pepulle 

that he fownde there xlix [/. 98' 

C Howe he fawe a certen abboth there 1 [/. 99 

C Of a certen Priour that l)ruyd deuoutely and 

dydfe holylye li [/. loi 

C Of a certen yong monke of hys Hi /. 1 03 

C Of a certen worfliipful prifle liii /. 104 

C Howe owre lordys paflion was reprefentyd a- 
monge the holy fowlys that ware in paradyfe liiii [/. 105] 
C Of the entryng at the gate of paradyfe and of 

the ioye that apperyd wythinforthe Iv [/. 107] 

<[ Howe this monke came agayne throwe the 

gate of paradyfe Ivi [/. 109] 

C Of the fwete melodye of bellys that he herd 
in paradyfe and how he came to him felfe a- 

geyne Ivii [/. no] 

C Approfe how this reuelacyon is of god and 
mode nedys be trewe for the grete myraclys that 
god Ihewyd on hym that fame tyme xlviii [/. in] 




C iBerp ficgnnniitij a mrniclous reutlation tfjai 
\aaa stIjctDuD of alniggtiy goli iiy atni iincfjolas 
to a tiionbc of iciiusl]ainme m tfjr Saije of b^ngc 
EitljaiD ific isxat anO tlie me of otorc lorB. i« 
C 3Lj:j:.v.vbi, t €Ca primuw. 

^ a. Monaderye callyd Euyflham 
there was a certen yong man 
turoyd wyth feythfuU deuocyon fro 
thys worldys vanyte to tiie lyfe of 
a Monke the whiche abowte the 
begynnyng of hys conueriion fylle 
yn 10 a grete and a greuys fekenes 
and by the fpnce of xv. monlhys 
s fore laboiiryd with gret febulnes and wtkenes of 
body. Alfo hys ftomake abhortyd fo gretly myte and 
drynke tiiat fum tyme by the fpace of. ix. days or more 
he myghl refceyue noo thyng but a ]ytyl warme watyr. 
And what fum euer thyng of leche crafte or fefyke any 
e dedde to hsTii for hys conforte or hys amende- 
ment noo thyng hym helpyd but al tumyd coatrarye 
Theriore he lay feke )m his bedde gretly deftitute of 
bodely ftrenght. fo that he myght not moue hym felfe 
fro one place to anothyr butte by heipe of feruauntes. 
Alfoo yn thre the lade monethys of hys fekeneffe he 
was more forer dyfeafyd and febJyd than euer he was 
before. Neuerthelefft; than commyng on the feile of 
eflnr. fodenly he beganne fum what to amende yn hys 
bodely myghtys and with hys ilaffe walkyd aboute the 
fennoiye. Sothly on thes euyn of fcherethurfdaye in 
the whiche nyght the office and feruiqg of owr lord 
ihefu cryfte ys itadicion and palfion was folenly fonge 
wyth grete deuodon. he wente wyth hys ilaffe to the 
ic£yTche wyth his bretheren the whiche by C3.\ifit -^ 






re/led hem alfo with \iym m fee l« 
couent nyghtly feruice aad\a.u4e.s tiS.ss.4.' 
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to owr lord And there by the refpecte of heuynly grace 
fo grete conpunccion and fwetenes he refcyued that 
hys holy deuocion excedyd mefure. Wherfore he 
myght not conteyne hym fro wepyng and laudyng god 
fro mydnyght tyl fex of the belle yn the momyng. 
what for remembryng wyth worlhippe and ioye the 
merceis of owre lord, the whiche had doon for man- 
kynde. And alfo remembryng wyth fore wepyng hys 
offencys and fynnys doon by fore tyme. And the 
hurte and the flate of hys prefent imperfeccion. And 
abowte fex the belle yn the momyng he made to be 
called to hym. ii. of his bretheren one after a nothyr. 
whiche hadd powr to here confeiTyons and gyue to 
penitentes abfolucion and to them bothe made purely 
and holy as mekylle as he cowde hys confeffion of al 
hys fynnys and of the left offence of hys religion or of the 
commawndementys of god and wyth grete contricion 
of herte and effufion of terys defired hys abfolucion 
and had h)^ Than on of them afkyd hym why he 
forowde and wepte fo imoderately for al they had 
went yat he fchulde fele hym felfe fone to paife owte 
of this worlde. Than he feyde he felte hym felfe no 
thyng fo Sothly than he tolde to his brother yat dili- 
gently enquiryde this of hym and feyde Sir ye fchal 
vndyrflonde and know that thys lafle night whenne we 
were to gedyr in chaptur howfe. y refceyuyd fo grete 
fweteneffe of herte and gladneffe of fowle. that onne- 
this y myghte hoolde or bere my felfe. He afkyd alfo 
and hyt were by the relygion that the priowrs fhuld 
geue that nyght to the bretheren dyfcyplynys in hooly 
veflure and aubys. And whenne he herd h)rm en- 
quyre this he hadde wente that he had feyd hyt of 
grete febulneffe of his hedde. or by alyenacion of hys 
mynde. the whiche perauenture he hadde falle in by 
his infirmyte and immoderate weping or faflyng howe 
be hit that he with hym had meruailous wifdam and 
difcrecion al the tyme of hys fekeneffe. wherfore he 
commendyd hym to our lord no thing els enquyring of 
hym and fo went his weye The feke brother fpendyd 
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al that daye in laudyng and pref5aig god And the next 
night folowing after he hadde flepte a lityll while rofe vp 
of his bed And when the chaptur was ronge as the tyme 
requyred to calle the couent to matens. he went than 
to chirche as he did the daye before Sothely how he 
behauyd hym thenne in the chirche. and whan he 
went thens hit Ihalle be fchewyd in his wordys foloyng 



t^aptat liotod ad f^t iiaO bt OeOtie. C Ca it 

the morow nexte foloyng that ys good 
fredaye whenne the couent rofe to cum to 
chirche to feye prime, as they ede afore 
the chaptur hous they fawe the fame feke 
brother lye proflrate and bare foote 
before the abbottis fete hois face was flate to the 
ground as thaugh he fhuld by the ordyr afke mercy of 
euery prefydent. Than the bretheren feyng this mer- 
uelyd and rane thedir and willing to take h)an vp. 
they founde hym as a man lyfeles without any mocyon 
of any membre of his body. Trewly his yes ware falle 
doun depe into his heed and tho yes and nofe of him 
ware blody or as a manne had ouyr leyde hem with 
mekyl bloode. wherfbre they feyde alle that he was 
dede. His feete ware ful coolde but in the remuande 
of his body was found a lytyl warmenes No mouing 
of his pypys might be knowen long tyme And at the 
lafl onnethis bit was perleyuyd in him a litill thynne 
breth and amouyng of his herte. Thenne they wefhid 
his heedde brefle handy s and fieete with colde watyr 
And than firfl they fawe al hys body a lityl to tremyl 
and quake, but anoon he fefyd and was infenfybuUe 
So long tyme they mufyd and dowtyd what they might 
do to hym. whyle they fawe hym not verily dedde. 
nothyr any thing amendyng. At the lafl by confelle 
they had him to his bedde and tliere to be kepte wiih 
gret^ attendans of kepers. 
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C i^t tf)t tlotis figure of tfft ttOMt* C ®a tit 

He mene whyle the bretheren merueled and 
wondred on fuche a foden happe and 
beyng of the feke brother and more they 
wondrid. howe hyt happyd. and yn what 
wyfe wythowte any helpe he myght corame 
thedyr to that place, where the couent was Sothely 
othyr thyngys that now foloyn the whyche y fchal telle 
of. wythowte any comparfone ben more to be dred 
feryd and worfhipte than any thyng aboue feyd. They 
herde anone aftyr and that not wythowte grete mer- 
uelle. that the fygure of owre lordys body affyxed on a 
croffe whyche fygure and croffe. yerly ys wonte fill 
deuowtely to be kyffyd and worfhipte of the couent yn 
remembrance of owre lordys pafTion was founde frefch 
bledyng and newe abowte the place of the grete wounde 
yn the ryght fyde and alfo at the ryght foote. Trewly 
afore lente the fextcnfe of the chyrche. had let done 
the fame croffe to the grownd and fo tyl good fredaye 
they hadd lefte hyt betwyxe the auter and the walle. 
And for a more wondyr the flaffe and fchewys of the 
fame feke brothyr ware fondyn by the fame place 
Sothely than all the brethirne came to gedyr in to the 
chaptur hows gretly aflonyd apon thefe thyngys that 
befylle. and auyfement takyn alle that were there wyth 
grete contricion of herte toke difc)^lynys of roddys 
and lyyng proflrate yn the chirche feyden wepyngly 
the .vii. falmys of penanfe. for to gete owre lordys 
mercye. Trewly thys feke brother all yat daye which e 
was gode freday with the nyght fologyng and the 
nexte day aftyr all moofle tyl the fonne fette. con- 
tynewde ynone flate. Alfo the bretheren wyth flreng[t]h 
of handys opynde hys mowth and cafle yn hyt iuflys 
of dyuers fpycys and herbis for hys releuyng. but 
anone after he wente owte ageyne. what fomme euer 
was putte in to hys mowthe as thaugh hys throte hadde 
bon flopped. Emplaflers alfoo to his brefle and armys 
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they bonde but alle was vayne. They prickyd with 
neldys and fcrapyd the folys of hys fete, but no thyng 
myght be perceyuyd in hym of a lyuys manne. faue a 
lityll rednes of chekys and a litil warmenes of body. 
The colowre of hys face oftyn tymes was chaunged to 
afhis and ageyne meruayloufly the colowre of hys face 
was reu)aiyd and welle fhewyd. Alfoo they made a 
grete home to be blowyn there but no thyng hit botyd. 

C l^otoe Jie came aqtm to i&sm »rtf on ?efttttr 
tttgtt aiiotote complnt iimt. ©a iiii 

|iHenne on the morowe that jrs eflur euyn 

and the fame owre that the couent came 

to gedyr to the collacion and to com- 

plenne the briys of hys ye lyddys beganne 

firfle a lytil to moue and fo they femyd 

as they hadde ben fode in boylyng watyr. And atte 

lafl there came don fro hys yes on hys chekys a 

yelowe humour of watyr in manere of terys. Thanne 

they that were wyth hym feyng thys. called anone for 

the bretheren. fuppofyng that he fhuld haue fone paffed 

fro thys world. They fawe alfo a lytyl afore thys tyme 

hys lyppys a lytyl to moue with his chekys compreffyd 

as he had refceyued or fwelowde fum fwete thing fallyn 

in to hys mowth. And after that a flowyng owte of 

terys as hyt is feyd here before. Alfoo he was feyn 

often and many diuers tymys fykyng alow in his brelle 

as a manne flepyng had wepte. And anone after as 

hit femyd he reuoluyd certeyn wordys benethe in hys 

throte butte he myght not fpeke them owte faue onely 

in a voyce onethys audybilleandnoo thyng intelligibille. 

Sothely thanne hys fpyrite beganne a lytyll and a lytill 

to come ageyne and thefe wordys and voyce he firll 

fownyd that might be vndyrftond. O fancta Maria 

Ofancta Maria: And agayne O my XdAy fancta Maria 

O my IdAy faiicta Maria I flialle feye the wordys as I 

berde theym noo thyng addyng therto O he feYde mv 
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lady Sanda Maria, Thefe wordes often tyinys he re- 
herfed. For what fynne he feyde lefe y foo grete ioye. 
And aga)nie he feyde my Lady Sanda Maria, when 
fhalle I recouere fo grete ioye that y lefe nowe. Thefe 
thynges and many other often tymes he reherfed / yet 
as a man ware a flepe and hys thyes euer clofyd / the 
whiche I wote not of what grete ioye he forowde and 
wepte hym felfe departyd fro Sothely aftyrward fodenly 
lyke as a man had awaked fro a grete flepe. he lyfte 
vppe hys hed and fulbitterly beganne to wepe and 
with rennyng terys forofully fobbyd as wepyng doth 
and ioynyng his handys and fyngers to gedur reyfid 
him felf and fate vp Then he put downe his hed in 
his handys on his kneys And as he beganne afore 
ful lamentably to wayle and forowe fo fefyd not long 
tyme aftyr Thanne one of his bretheren that was with 
hym aflcyd what caufyd hym fo fore to wepe and howe 
he felte hym felfe. Than he reflid a litil while and at 
the lafl,e foftely feyde to h)rm wele wele and verely 
wele y was hedir to/ but now euyl and verely euyl y 
am and fele my felife And ageyne more grettur he 
wepte and forowd than he dyd bifore And by caufe 
that hit ys ouer longe and alfo as impoflible to re- 
membre al thyng that he feyde than and how mekil 
he wepte we leue nowe and purpofe to drawe fliortly to 
gedir tho thingys whiches we herde h)nii telle of in gret 
contricion of herte and of mynde aftyrward that he was 
fully comme to h)an felfe ageyne. 



C l^otoc i^e dottgi^t after i^te si^ohite anD i^ohi xz^ 
uerentis \^t toorsiitpt tfie txt^mt. 

iPthly amonge his lamentacions and fyk- 
ynges that the had he afayde with gret 
llrenght onys or twies or thries to opene 
his yes that were clofid and atte lafl they 
opened. Thanne he beganne with bothe 
his handys al aboute to feche aftyr his flaflfe that he 
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lefte in the chirce And whanne hyt kowd not be 
fownde he feyd. Sechith here owre flafFe and take 
owr fhowys by the piller and goe we ageyne in to the 
fermorye. A fermorye among religious men is called 
a place or an howfe ordende to kepe feke brethren. 
Thanne whanne hit was feyde of fome of his bretheren. 
behoolde brother nowe and fee yow in the fermorye and 
fet in your bedde and loe yowre (lafFe and fhowys byn 
here redy. Thanne he feyd O howe came we hedyr 
and whanne. were not we ryght nowe in the chirche 
to gedyr at matens. Thanne his bretheren told hym 
that he had be there now ii dayes and to morowe wilbe 
ellur daye And whanne he herd this, more grettyr he 
beganne to wepe and feyd. O fhuld we not bretheren 
haue worfhypte on good freday owre lordys crofTe 
And yet we haue not in comonne worfliipte hit 
Thenne whenne he herd of his bretheren. that owre 
lordys crofTe was worfhipte the day before, and he 
might not be caufe of fekenes. he feyde to hem. 
Aftyr that I came into the chirche y felte no difefe 
But y praye yow that y may go to worfhipe the 
crofTe. Thanne ther was brought to hym a crofTe of 
feluyr the whiche reuerently he clyppyd to hym. and 
with coffis and terys watryd the fete of the crofTe. 
and vnto the tedufnes of fome flondyng by/ he 
thankyd owr lord and redemer and the fadyr and the 
holy goofle for innumerabulle benefetis. of the whyche 
he reherfyd mony fynglerly. for hym felfe and vnyuer- 
fally for al holy chirche. and alfo for al degreys and con- 
dycyons of alle cryflyn pepulle and more attente for 
hys enmyes. yef any there ware or for the enmyes of hys 
frendys he made meruailous prayers and obfecracyons. 
And as y fuppofe xxx tymes or more he inclynde hys 
hede doone to the fete of the crofTe with teiys and 
fobbyng that often tymes his voyce fefid of prayn^ 
Thoes wordys the whiche he made in his fupplicacions 
ware fo redy and prompte and alfo repletyd with grete 
refon andhyenefTe of witte thathitfemydrathir he redde 
hem thanne feyde hem. Ho is fweete feyng fleryd 



mony th.in that herd hym to weping atid deuocyon and 
euer while we remerabre them caufyn vs to haiie a grete 
inwarde cumpunctyoo. and alfo loue and deuocyon to 
our lord to our bretheren and to alle men And of the 
grete humylyte and goodnes of oure redemer. he put be- 
twenecertengretethingisateuetyfyngulerihorteprayer, 

C Woiot !)e toin to one oC tts liretl)crm tliat 
fiE Ioit»£i Camglsails suclje tljingps as ^t tan 
srnii. er toi 

■Te mene while as the tyme Tcquyryd. hit 
range lo the collacyon and the bretheren 
the whiche had brought to him the croffe 
went thenfe And thenne he feyde. Nowe 
y knowe veryly that this is the holy tytne 
of eflur. And for what caufe he feyde fo. hit Ihalbc 
declaryd aftyrward, Trewely than bode with hym a 
cetteyn brother that louyd hym famyliarly in holy 
purpufe of relygyon and mouyd hym lum what by a 
wj-fe and a nieke inftans yet beyng holde in a certeyn 
Aupour and wondyr of mynde of fuche thinges that he 
had feyne. bothe of tho thinges the whiche befyll 
him afore yat he was rapte / and of tho thinges thai he 
had feyn fpiritually in anotliir world in al placis And 
as y haue feyde or may fey. fynglerly and particularly he 
tolde and rememhrid mony thynges the whiche the 
forfeid brother that herde him bare hem al in his herte. 
telling him alfo of tho thinges that he knewe opynly 
hetyd him And fo aftinvard bi leyfer andgret dylygens 
iernyd and knewe an ordir of euery thing fynglerly. 
more opynner and fullyor tlian he knewe afore. N'euer- 
theles as for al thing that he fawe in foo longe fpace 
that is to feye ii dayes and ii nightys iie wolde not 
lelle to no man. And amonge in hys tellyng he made 
mencyon of fome vifyons but anon as he had begonne. 
fefid tlie proces of them And nothir yet for any prayur 
might be inducyd to lelle any more ther of But nethii 
^t this tvme be fufficieiit to teUe ai tivvn^ia -■^- 
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whiche fothely we knewe by his owne feyng that he 
had tolde before to a few perfons of wytnefTe on whois 
deuocyons he had taken a fpecyalle trufle. Nethir iq 
any wife we may or can reuele and Ihewe fo opynly 
the purprite of his vifions nether by writing nether by 
telling as he coude and didde Alfo amonge other 
thinges he was alkid and he hoped to fcape his feknes 
or fhulde leueanylengerin this bodely lyfe And then 
he feide I Ihal leue long ynow and of my feknes y am 
fully recoueryd. 

C l^obi l^e b)ai$ VmxtV of ]^ti$ bxtfiitvtn to tafte 
mm mttt after »o longe a fa^te* C Ca bit 

[Han after this at euyn he was gretly defured 
to take fome mete after fo longe a fade 
And than he feyde Settith before vs the 
bred and a litil hony that was lefte the 
tothir tyme And whanne hit was fo done 
with a ful litil refeccion ther of he brake his fafle 
Ande fo he bode waking in prayor and terys til the 
howre of night that they range to matens Sothely whan 
the bretheren rofe to matens he went with hem and as 
he had rofe with our lorde the whiche fum tyme that 
fame howre rofe fro deth and lyfe And fo came to 
chirche. not withowte ioyful merueling of them that 
fawe him and without fuflentacion or helpe of any 
thing entrid into the quire and fo he did not a xi 
monthis before. And there in gret deuocyon and 
terys bode and contynewid til matens was doon and tyl 
the refurreccion of our lorde the whiche yerely in the 
fame chirche is wont to be fhewid vyfybly and howe 
the angel append and fpake to the wemen at the 
fepulture of the victoriofe refurreccion of ther king 
and alfo that they fliulde tel to his difciplys his glo- 
rious refurreccion and at the lafle til our lord apperyd 
to his welbelouyd mary mawdelen and named her maxla. 
in the figure of a gardner aad til tW m^^^^^-ax^ ^^^o^^ 
atid had refceyuid the holy comymxv^ oi Q.fv^<^w xxse^ 



C Vokp %e tome to if of f|ia ronftftsors* a paxte 
cf audit ttiingrs as t)t t^D srnne. C Ca bilt 

BB^|F'ter this noive that he had refceyued oure 
y£Q D 'ordys precyous body ioyful and light he 

vas and brought of his bretheren into the 

:oUoke the which ys a place where they 
may fpeke to geder and there copyniJy 
they came abowie hym deflring him to tel hem of feche 
thinges as befylle hym and as he had feyn for ther 
goolUy edifiyng and comfort For a! they vndyrflode 
thai herdc his wordys the day before whea he i 
fiiUy ciimme to him felfe and iawe his conlyni 
weping that by mony things grete thingis and 
udus had be Ihewde him. And whan they 
grete inllans afkidhim. he diflj-raylyd aHe thing a 
while At the lalle vnto his ii confeflbrys to whom he 
was confeft on Ihrethurfday as hit is feyd afore to hem 
bothe feparatly. he told thees thynges the whiche here 
after be digeflyd and wrelen with grete weping and 
fyking the whiche fum tyme felid him of his telling 
And fum ihinges he told to hem bothe and fum 
thinges onely ^-nto the thoon / and fum othir : only 
the lothir and that not without a confyderadon 
certen meke and a good auifement Aiid this he 
to telle as hit now folowethe 
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C tnljat tnas fiffi yfttcfon sprcfally mti fiobi a 
ttrtcii ^irrison ap]itT!>ti to tifm tn ijta altjft. 

C ^a ix 

[Olhely he feyde whan y was laborid as ye 
fawe me with greuys and longe wekenes 
of body and euermore with herte and 
fowle y blctTyd our lorde and ihankid him 
that he wolde white fafe to chafte me on- 
fadyrly chailmenl And than al hope pi 
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afide as for any recoueryng of bodely helth y began 
thaugh hit were llowly neuertheles y difpofed me as y 
cowde and mighte to make me redy. how y might the 
fandy and lyghter fcape the peynys and forows of 
the world that is to cumme and how y might fynde the 
relle of euerlallyng life when y fhuld be callid oute of 
my body. And when as y remembrid thefe thinges 
after my power befely. than after a litil while pafl 
a thoughte fyl to my mynde that y fhulde praye our 
lord god that he wolde white fafe to reuele and Ihewe 
to me in fome maner of wife, the flate of the worlde 
that is to come and the condicion of the foulys that byn 
pad her bodyes after this lyfe and thanne this opynly 
knowen y might the bettyr vndirflonde what within 
fhorte fpace as y fuppofyd were to be dred. and what 
y might hope after whanne y fhuld pafTe fro thys 
worlde to that worlde and fo by this to flabylle my 
felfe in the drede and loue of god as long as I fhuld 
leue in this dowtefulle lyfe. And fo on a certeyn night 
in the begynnyng of lente that ys lafle pafl. apperyd 
to me in my llepe a certen worlhipful perfon flondyng 
by me and feyng to me. O fone he feyde gret ys thy 
deuocyon in praying and mekyl is thy perfeuerans 
wherfore thy contynual prayer and meke demening 
may not be onfpedeful before the prefens and goodnes 
of god Neuertheles fro hens forth be of goode conforte 
and contynew deuoutly in pra3air and for more flrenght 
feche the helpe of prayers of fome religious perfons. 
and yef yow fo do doutles you fhalte knowe yat fone 
you fhalte opteyne and gete thy peticion Sothely than 
he named to me fome perfons and the namys of ther 
offices feyng this / Knowe wele that mekil yt wille the 
profete. yef yow maye haue the prayers of fuche perfons. 
the whiche the goodnes of god ys wonte right gladly 
to here. Sende alfo to the monaflery of nonnys here 
by. that yow knowyfl wele and namyd hit / befechyng 
hem to pray for the. Mekyl god is pleafid in her holy 
purpofe and laudable conuerfacion. wherfore his good- 
nes gretly fauerth their willes and defires And wVv?*-* 



30 

this was feyd to me. bothe the flepe that y was in and 
the perfon that fpake to me went away. Then fodenly 
y wakydand (ledfallly kepte inm)mde this vyfyon. and af- 
fonc as y might y deiired the fame perfons to pray for me/ 
not vttering to them the canfe wherfore they fhulde pray 
for me Than vi wekis palle. in the night that was nexte 
afore flierethurfday as ye can remembre. whan y had 
taken of yow and of youre felowe difcyplynys in the 
chai)tiir hows, that ys to feye vi of yow and vi of him 
for that day. and v other for the fexte feriis of lente 
l>allo. fro the whiche y vrtxs compellyd that tyme to 
ahlleyne by caufe of fekenes fo grete abundans of 
grace of tcrys and fweteneffe of herte / y felte me re- 
plctyd there in the refcejoiyng of tho difcyplynys that 
}' can not fliewe it in telling by no wordys. wherfore 
the nexte day after hit ^\•as to me ful fwete often tymes 
lo wcpe. And than the next nyght after grete fykynges 
bcyng than the houre to r}fe to matens y fylle in to a 
plcalaunt Hope. 



C ?l?ob)r f^t toao toanicO m |te sdcpe to bior^ 
»t)i)ir tt)c cro00c of oure lorlu C <9^a x 

[Oihely than as y was a flepe y perceyued a 
voYce. but y will not fro whens hyt came, 
fcyng to me in this w}*fe. Arife vppe and 
goe in to the chapell. and to the awter 
ll\at is do<.lifyed and halowd in the wor- 
l'« hipo of foynto laurcnce and of alle martjTes. And 
there bohynd that awter yowe (halte f}Tide acrofle and 
an yin;\j»o of thy rovlomer afiixed to the fame crofle. 
icdcmyng the world by hvs deth. And that lame 
c\o\U\ nioki ly and ilouowtly go to and kj-s in reknem- 
biaut\cc of thy fauyur and oiVir to hj-m with meke herte. 
a lacrifu c of prayers knowyng wele. hit to be accept of 
Ifoil. rttul to the an hollum'deuocion. in the whiche 
yow (\\\\\W M abmulantly delyte. Than after this y 
msjttiUhl with tho bTcihcTcuy cacKi^ Vo \iifcci»kclve to 
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here matens And when the bretheren had begunne 
matens y mette with a fenyor that ye knowe wele in 
the chirche porch and was on of hem that y toke 
difcipHnis in the night before Than whan y faw 
h3an y made a figne to hym. to difcyplyne me in lyke 
wyfe ageyne as he dyd afore. And fo Hghtcly we 
went bothe to gedyr into the chaptur howfe and with 
one affent gladly we came ageyne And there alfo 
mette with vs another fenyor in the fame place where 
y mette the firll. to whome y made alfoo a figne for to 
haue a difciplyne. And he beckid with his hand that 
y fhulde tarye a lityl while. Thanne lefte y my bre- 
theren / that y came with to chirche / the whiche were 
fekelew fittyng a parte, and alone y wente forth to 
the awter that was notyd to me in my llepe And 
whenne y was nygh the awter y put of my fhowys 
and knelyd on my kneys apon the pament and ofte 
tymys inclyned my heed doon to the grownd And fo 
went beh)mde the awter to feche the croffe that y herd 
of before ^ Trewly y knew not afore in any wife by 
any mannys telling that any crofTe was let doon there 
Neuertheles y founde hit as hit was tolde me before 
And anon y was refoluyd al into terys of deuocyon 
and lyyng proflrate al my body ful deuowtly y worfliipte 
that holy croffe feyng many deuout prayers And than 
after y cam knelyng on my kneys to the fame croffe 
and aftyr feyd lengur deuoute fupplicacions and thank- 
ynges to god / kyffmg oft tymes the fete of the crucy- 
fyxe / and befily with the terys of my nyes watrid hem. 

C »otoe f^t satoe ti&e rfgfit stte of tlje trucifixc 
bkignq Son to l|tm anH tiie rtgiit fote also aria 
of Jfte at Hgijtsft ti)at apvertH t^txt. C xi 

|He mene while as y lift vppe my nyes that 
were fore of weping to the face of the 
crucifyxe y felte fome dropys fallyng don 
to me I putte ther to my iyii^^Tj^^ ^xNj^i.^^ 
wele perceyued and knewe \iy \)tve; ^ ' 
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that hit was blode Alfo y behylde the right fyde of 
the ymage of oure lordis body and hit wellid oute of 
blode as a mannys flelh is wont to blede. whenne hit 
is cuppid. Trewly the place that y lawe this in was 
derke. for hyt was behynde the auter aboute myd- 
nighte. But I fawe there ii lyghtis (hyn)mg at bothe 
the fydes of the crofle. as hit had be ii tapers wele 
brenning I lookyd fro whens that Hght fhulde cumme 
and y cowde fee no place fro whens hit came. Trewly 
than y toke in my hopynne hand : y wote nere how 
mony dropis of that precious blode and there with 
diligently y anoyntid my nyes. my neris and my nofe 
thrillys And at the lafle y put one drope of yat bleffyd 
blode in to my lippys and of the grete defyre and 
deuocyon of myne herte. y fwelowd hyt doone And 
whether y offendyd god in that po)nit or no y wote 
nere The remnand ther of y hild in my hand purpofyng 
to haue kept hit. Alfo y behilde and lawe the right 
fote of the fame crucifiye blode Sothely yiflerday whan 
y was refloryd to my felfe ageyne and founde no thing 
of that precious blode in my handys. fore and gretly 
y forowde and euer fhal for the lolTe of fo grete and 
precious trefowre. 

C i^otoe ^t tame in to t^t ^aptnv Ijohisse anil 
to&e 9tecsplsns0 anH liobi fft tuas t^txt taue^lt 

€axii 

lOrthermore to fatiffye yow y flialle nowe 
telle of other thynges. The. ii. lyghtes 
that y fawe fhynyng abowte the crucyfyxe 
a fore feyde. fodenly palle thens. to the 
fowthe parte of the awter. Thanne y 
that was knelyng in the north fide of the auter : at the 
right fide of the crucyfyxe feyng hit pafle and gon to 
the tother fide folowd after hopyng that y fhulde fee 
there fum fpiritualle thyng. And whan y came thedir 
y herde the fowne of a voyce behynde me of the fame 
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laile tyme firo the chapel that y was mne to the chap- 
tur hows- For withowte a flaffe y myght not goe 
thed3rr : and abowte the laciaiye of the fame anter y 
knowe wele y left my felfe And howe y paile oner ihe 
waye that 137th betwene the chaptm* hows, and the 
place that y was in, and ahb the lettynges of grids 
and other obflaclis iiii or v y can not remembre For 
when y was cmnme to my felfe ageyne. thoes thinges 
the whiche y had experiens oi boddy about the awter 
and the croffe. ware fo freflh in my mynde that I wende 
y had be fomide rather there than in the chaptur howfe 
And this he tolde of tho thingis aboue reheiikL 

fT How as touching tho perfons oi whom he was 
brought in to the chaptur hous and to whome he 
feydpijis^^^fi^wr the whiche prayde for him aifoylyd 
hun and gaue him alfo difdplynys in the liknes of his 
own bretheren and he knew no nothir wife that time 
but they had be his bretheren. they were donteles 
holy angell3rs that fo apperyd and dyd to him by the 
wille of god And as towching that worfhipfull olde 
fadyr whois face was like an angel and hys clothing 
whittir than the fiiowe. that toke hym by the hand 
when he lay praflrate in the chaptur hous and feyde 
to him folow thow me: was ihe holy and blefTid 
bifhoppe fente Nicholas whome fytdaDy he louid and 
worfhipte dajiy as hit fhalle be aftirward more opyn- 
nor declarid And nowe after this adigreffion go we 
ageyne to the DanacioQ. 
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than feide tins monke wcnte y with 
that wodhipfbll olde fader the whi^Jie by 
cxmBBODdemeat of moth and kiht 
hande had take me vp to \>t a i(^Q 
hha of lus wtj. and a\ the ^nVv&c 
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(Icftitiitc of my bodily wittis. we went i""* > 

gedcr handc in hande Sothly this was fro mydnight of 
flicrcthurfday ihc whiche endiili in the morayng of 
good frcdaye in whiche time y was rauyihte in fpirite 
as y layc in the chaptur hows tyl the euetyde of fatur- 
day foloyng. in the whiche euetyde as ye fawe y was 
put outc fro that fecrele refte and fjjiritualle fightis 
thai y had before to thys opyn and worldly conuer- 
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■Henne went we yeftewarde by a pleyn weye 
■ ill a right path til we came to a certen 
regyon. that w'as ful wyde and brode and 
ouer horabulle and gafUull b iighL fowle 
and myryof thicke cley TrewJy there we 
(awe an infenyte nombre of men and wemen that no 
man might nombre putforth to the gretnes of dyuei^ 
and inenarrabulle peynes There was a company in- 
numerabulle of men and women of euery condicion of 
euery profeflion and of euery ordyr There were the 
doers of al fynnys ordente to dyuers kyndes of peynes 
after tlie diueriite of fynnes and qualite of perfons I 
herde and fawe bi the opyn and brode fpace of that 
filde whois endys no ye might fee. the wrechid 
company es of men and women ouer wrcchidful 
bouncien to gedyr flockemel. in ther equaJyte of fynnys 
and in likeneiTe of profeflion equaly to foffyr and like 
wife to crye in here grete and greuys peynes And who 
fum euer y fawe there to be made redy in that peyne- 
full place to heuyn warde opynly y knewe and vndyr- 
ftode. for what fynnes they were ponyflit and the 
kynde of the fynne and the mefure and qtiaiite of 
ther fatifiaccion. the whiche they deferuyd owther by 
contricion and cofnJfeiTion of her offenfis. or by the 
"■» and bdpoges of othir benetcds done fos^w 
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Trewly al tho that y fawe put there fum what y knewe 

hem confortyd for the hope of euerlafling bliffe the 

which they hopid fum tyme to cum to And fome y 

fawe paciently fofyrre right grete pe)aies and for the 

gode werkys the whiche they had done of ther con- 

fciens. that was referuyd and putte vppe in mede for 

them and alfo for the grete trull that they had to haue 

euerlafling blilfe euermore countid lygh[t]ly in her fowle 

the horrabulle peynes that they bare Treuly they 

wepte and forowde and cryed oute / for grefe of peinys 

and amonge this as they went forth farthir euermore 

her peynys were leflid and to hem more efyur Alfo y 

behilde mony of them that fodenly fcapyd out of the 

place that they were torment in and fander haflid hem 

felfe thanne other, to go the weye that was before hem. 

But anone fro benethe lyke as the grownde hadde be 

broken, ther brake vppe a flame of fier that inuoluyd 

hem and the deuyls yat mette with hem. fore bete 

hem with fcorgis and forkis and other dyuers kyndes 

of tormentyng. and foo ageyne retoumed apon hem 

alle her wodeneffe. Neuertheles they beyng fo betyn 

and brokyn and inwardly brent yet they fcapyd age)me 

and in lyke condicion as hit is feyd afore, the ferther 

they went / the lefTur wes ther peynys and the yefyur 

Sothely in this pafTage fome did gretely profet. fome 

but lytyl and fome al mofle neuer a dele. To fome 

ther goyng was no profetyng but a myferabuUe fay ling / 

for they went fro ful cruel pe)aies to wers And eche of 

them aftyr ther olde merytys and deferuynges. owthir 

were holpe in her weye or lettyd or els releuyd and 

that was by the prefent benefetys done and Ihewyd 

for hem of their frendys in this world. Sothely thoes 

thynges the whiche y confeyued in mynde. or was en- 

fourmed and taught by comyning and fpekyng with 

fome of them there, anone aftyr y wille ppynly ihewe 

hem as hit is benethe in this prefent wryting declared. 



HXfyiiyte kyndes and diiieriytees of peynys 
i\here there that y fawe Some of hera 
were rodyd at the fyre Some were fryed 
ill a panne / Some were alfo rafyd with 
fyry naylys vnto die bonys and to the 
lowfing of her ioyutys Some were foden in balhis of 
pyche and brymflonne with an horabul (lenche and 
Other tfiingis melted by heete as ledde btaffe and other 
dyuers metellys And fome were gnawyn with the 
venummys teth of wondyrfull wormys. Some alfo were 
calle done thicke on arowe and finyt throw with fliarpe 
(lakys and palys who ys endys were alle fyrye And 
whyle fome were hangyn on galows. odjr were alto 
drawyn wyth hokys and fome were betyn fore wyth 
fcurgys. and fo in hard example they were al to toiyn. 
Trewly of tho peribns mony were biflhoppis and ab- 
botys and other were of other dignitees. Sothely fome 
flowryd in profperite in the fpyiytualte. Some in the 
temporalte and fome in retygyon: the whiche were 
feyn ponifht in dowbuUe forowe aboue other perfons. 
For y lawe them that were clerkys / Monkys / Noonya / 
laymen and lay wemen fo mekyl leffe ordende and 
put to peynys howe mekyl the ieffe they had before of 
worldely dygnyte and profperyte. In trowthe y fawe 
hera greuyd in a more fpecyal bittimeffe of peynys 
aboue other, the whyche y knewe in my tyme were 
lugys and Prelatys of other. And by caufe hyt ys 
oner longe to telle fmglerly of euery perfone: what 
they fotfryd and wherfore they fofiryd. fome thynges y 
ivylle gedur to gedur. of fome certeyn peribns what 
they fofryd afore ther dethe and after ther dethe. For 
that was opyn to me of enery perfon Neuertheleffe 
there ys no mannys tonge that may fuffycyently telle 
the lyghtyfl, peynys of that place nethyr by eilymacyon 
conceue hym in tnynde. Alfo thedyuerfyte and mul- 
typl- -neynys. to the whiche they be caflevndyrV— 
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euer amonge fro one to a nother veryly y knowlege no 
man may noumbre. I take god to wytneffe. that and 
there were any man. the whiche had done to me : or 
to my frendys alle the hurtys and iniuriis. that may be 
done of any man in thys lyfe or ellys he had fla)aie 
vs y fey and y had fo grete an enmy put into peynys 
that y fawe there to be torment long tyme a thoufand 
tymes and hit were poflybylle y wolde fofyr temporal 
dethe for hys delyuerans. For alle thing ther ben fo 
pe)mfull of forowe and anguyffhe b)rttymes and 
wrechydnes that they excede mefure and mode, let vs 
nowe that be it in this worlde alyue fee and confidere 
by this how gretely we ought to geue vs in chayflyng 
oure wekyd condycyons and to amende oure leuyng 
and alfo how mekyl we fchulde labur to exercyfe vs to 
kepe the commawndementys of god and to do good 
werkys by the whyche and the mercy of god we may 
deferue to be delyuerd afore of fo grete euyllys. And 
alfo that owre dere frendys as fadyr and moder fyflyr 
and broder and othyr that were fum tyme owre louers 
ther fore ponyfht for her offencys myght be delyuerd 
the foner fro thens by good dedys and werkys of mercy 
and pety deuowtly done of vs for ther redempcion and 
help)mg And afore yere y make any fpecial mencion 
by wrytyng of the fore peynys and tormentys of fum 
perfons that y fownde and knew ther and they alfo 
knew me y wyl fchortly wryte yn here the placys of 
pe5mys that y behelde as y went abowte wyth lieuy 
compaffion aftyr we were pafle the fyrft peynful place 
and region Sothly to owre femyng the lengthe of thys 
fyrlle place afore feyde was on goyngable. but we that 
ys to feye my leder and y went on to the fyde ageynfle 
hyt as we dyd othyr peynfiil cooflys of tormentys but 
amonge them we came not how be h}t as hyt femyd 
to me we myghte haue done wythowt any fere or hurte 
or harme. 
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SHerfore after that we were pafle the firfte 
place of purgatorye we came to tjie feconde 
place of purgatorye and tormenlys in the 
whyche was an hye hylle vppe al moofle 
to the clowdys and was deuyded fro the 
forfeyde fyrile place of purgatorye. And thenne 
lyghtely and fwyftely we wente on thys fame hye hylle. 
And there was vndyr the fardiyr fyde of thys hylle a 
full depe valeye and a derke. fet with hocis and 
brackys on euery fyde hangyng owte who ys lenthe 
no man myght fee. And in the lower parte of the 
feyde valeye was a full brade ponde of horrabull blake 
watyr. And owte of that fame fbwle ponde byfyly brake 
a myde of an indycybylle (lenche. Trewely the toon 
fyde of that fame hye hylle whyche hangyd toward 
tiie ponde cade oute fro hym an horrabulle brennyng 
fyre vppe on to the heuyn. And alfoo on tothyr fyde 
of the forfeyde hye hylle was fo grete and ineftymable 
coolde that ys to feye of fnowe and Hayle wyih many 
other cmell ilormys that ttie thowghte and femyd that 
y fawe no thyrg fo peynefuU and cruel as yat colde 
was The lenthe of that valey afote feyde and bothe the 
fydys of the hylle the whi-che had in hem that hora- 
bulle fyre and coold was fo full of fowlys. as hyues 
fwarmyn ful of bees To the whyche fowlys thys was a 
comynne and a generalle tormente that nowe they 
were drownd in the forfeyde ponde and fro Ihens 
takyn vppe and calle in to fiere. and fo at the lafle 
they ware bore vppe an hy by the grete vyolente 
flamys of tier as fparclys byn of a brennyng fomece. 
and fo lette down on the tother fyde of the hylle to 
the horrabulle coolde of fhowe hayle and fliarpeneffe 
of ftortnys and afterward cafle downe hedlonge in to 
the greuys (lenche of the ponde aboue feyde and 
ageyne takyn vp and caile in to the brennyng fier. 
And fome of hem were lengur ponyfht in fier thenne 
orAer and fome in coolde And tome 
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lengur in the greuys (lenche of the ponde. than other. 
And fome y lawe ware bounde and compreffid in the 
myddys of flamys of fier that meruelous hit is to 
fpeke. and as grapys be compreffyd in a preffure. 
Trewely the condicion of al that ware there torment 
and peynde in that fecunde place was this. Alle the 
fpace of the ponde aboue feyde. they were compellyd 
to goe throwe. fro the begynning to the endyng. for 
to fulfylle her purgacion. Neuertheleffe ful grete and 
monyfold was the dillinccyon and dyuerfyte of her 
peynys and tormentys. For fome had Hghter pony(h- 
ment than fome. and fome was grauntyd a more fwyfter 
paflage thens. then to fome other and that was for the 
qualite of her merytys and defemingys afore done and 
alfo for the quantitie of fuffragys and helpys done of 
her frendys for hem after her dethe. And they that 
were of grettur offenfys and fjmnis and feldyn or 
flowly holpyn longe tyme and fore were holdyn in 
pe)mys. And fothely the more nere they al came to 
the ende of the place the more yefyor and foftyr 
waxed their peynys. The mofle cruell peynys were in 
the begynnyng howe be hit as y feyde afore not al 
equaly Sothely the peynys and tormentys of thys feconde 
place were mekyl more harder and fcharper than the 
peynys and tormentys that we fawe in the fyrfle place. 
whsrfore hyt was fo that mony that ware yn the fecunde 
place ware forer ponyfht than they that ware yn the 
fyrll place. Here trewly fownde y and knew mony 
mo fome tyme of myne acquentans than y dyd yn the 
firil place. Not wythflondyng yn bothe the placys y 
fpake with fome. The mefure of ther flatur apperyd 
not fufficiently as y knew hem before yn thys worlde. 
For the llature and forme of fome of them was as 
hyt had be leffyd or thynnyde by tormentys. And 
fome had lefte no thyng of their quantite. Neuertheles 
thjrs dyuerfiteys of her fhappys yn no thyng lettyd my 
knowlege. For ther knowlege was to me fo prompte 
U) redy and fo opyn as hyt was that tyme when they 
leoyd wyth vs yn thys worlde. 
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li^re nowe hit lykyth me to telle a certen 
fayre dede and werke of grete pete and 
mercye the whiche that tyme was to me 
a beholdyng of heuynes and alfo of con- 
foladon the whyche may be to alle the 
worlde a nobylle document andtechyngwhy thepeple 
fchulde haue god and hys holy feyntys bothe of men 
and wemen in wocfchuppe and in reuerence. Truly 
ivhyle y behylde raeiuelyng thoo thyngys aboue feyde 
and mony other And hylde long talkyng there wyth 
hem that y knewe before y harde a ferre a grete noyfe 
and a crye as hit had be theuys that had taiyn a pray 
or elfe as they had ouer cum their ennemy with fowie 
niockys and fcomys. and loe after that noyfe and creye 
folowde a curfyd companye of wyckyd fpyrytys and a 
myghty ledyng with hem anone as they hopyde to 
helie a foule of a woman late departyd fro her body. 
O good god what peynys and tormentys tho cruell 
i^inyes leyde apon her. And the more they knewe her 
witlioule helpe the more wodder were they on her. 
what man heryng eiier wolde beleue to any creature 
tellyng how tho wekyd fpyrytys and tyrandys of the 
ileuyllc cadyd that foule amonge hem. as a tenyfe 
bnllc wyth fyrye intlmmentys now fro on to another. 
But hoo may in any wyfe telle or fchewe to any man 
lieleuyng howe her mawe and inwarde bowellys were 
fmytte thorowe wyth the fyrye dartys of tho cruell 
tomiciltours. And as god ys my wytnes y behylde 
and fawc her fofyne fo grete and horrabulle peynys 
and tormenlys verely as they leyde hem on her cruelly 
Nowlher ihcfe thyngys ware vnto my fyghte as natur- 
!ily a nun feyth with bodely yes that ys to faye the 
vcwarde peynys tliat a man fofryth yn bodye. but alfo 
what they lelte ynwardlygood or euylle and with what 
*" wyoeffe or wyth what gladnes they were fm>'tte 
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wythinforthe in her fowUys alle was to me that tyme 
playne and op)ni So therfore thys vnhappy fowle what 
for the prefente forowe or dolour that fche fofryd and 
hadde and the fere of euerlaflyng dampnacyon. was in 
grete anguys and forowe of pe)niys and tormentys. 
For there was no hope that confortyd her to fcape 
delolate and deflytute of alle helpe and focoure O 
byttymeffe of alle byttemeffe moofle byttyrfle whome 
no trufle or helpe releu)rth or helpyth and defperacyon 
of the ende encrefythe. The daye before (he lefte her 
mortalle body in the whyche fche leuyd flrompetly 
and vyc)aifly and nowe fche ys keuerd wyth the vellure 
of fchame and vellonye. And wyth )ni fche ys byttyn 
wyth the confcyens of fchameful dedys done wyckyd- 
lye and wythoutforth fche ys mouyd wyth mockyng 
and fcomyng of deuelys heuely. Sothely fche felte 
thanne in her fulfylled the wordys of the holy man lob 
feying thys wyfe of fuche perfons. Ducunt in bonis 
dies fuos et in pundo ad inferna defcendunt. That 
ys to feye they lede her days in goodys after their 
plefure and in the twynkeling of an ye they falle done 
to helle Therfore while thys oiihappy fowle by the 
vyctoryfe pompys of her enmyes was goyng to be 
broughte into helle for the fynne and onleful luflys 
of her body. Loe fondenly anon came done an hye 
fro heuyn a gret lyght by the whyche bryghtnes and 
bemys. the forfeyde wykyd fpiritys and minyflrys of 
the deuyl. ware dullyd and made onmyghty and fyl 
done to the gronde wyth the fowle that they had 
Sothly than yn the fame lyght came done a multitude 
of virgenys fch)myng yn clothys. whyte as the fnow 
and fette abowte wyth golde and precius llonys. the 
grace and ioy that was yn the beholdyng of her facys 
and chere y make no menfion of for hyt was fo gret 
and yneflymable that y can not remembre my felfe 
that law hyt. how y myght wordly fpeke of hyt. 
Amonge the whyche on that was moolle feyryfte wele 
y knewe and feche was the bleffyd virgynne and martir 
fent margaret. And anon as the forfeid fowle law her 
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the whiche was more thrall for her fynnys than of the 
deuyllys beganne myferably to crye and feyde. O 
bleffyd and precius fpowfe of cryfle haue mercy on me 
and helpe me that for myn nowne propyr f)mnys am 
yn defperacyon and ryghtfully put to peynys and tor- 
mente. I knowlege and verely knowlege that yn al 
my lyfe y dyfpyfyd the commawndementys of god and 
gaue my body to al onclene leuyng. And noth)n- 
god. ne any of hys fentys of men or wemen that y 
louyd affectualy or dyd any worfhippe to hem yn 
dede. The only of the nowmbre of the holy fentis 
yn heuin euer more hertely y haue louyd and euery 
faturday of myn own goodys afore thine auter y offerde 
vppe candelys And the cullome of my fowle leuyng 
now late, beyng hooUe of my m)mde and body for thy 
loue and worlhippe vtwardly y lefte I beleuyd alfo 
that by the remedy of confeffion al my fynnys hade be 
weftite awey. But alas for forowe my confeffion was 
not fufficient to wefhte and do awey fo gret and fo 
mony fowle fynnys and olde by caufe y lackyd before 
the feruor of contricion and dyd not for my f)nQnys 
euynworthy penans. Therfor my fynnys cleuyn fafl 
to me not yet forgeuyn the whiche y flowthyd too 
wype awey by goo[d] werkys. Loe ther fore my lady 
and my fwetnes and conforte fchalle my yyllys of de- 
uocyons peryfhe the whyche y haue done feytfuUy to 
the and fchalle y thys peryfhe nowe alfo not only to 
my felfe but alfo to the to whome only y haue lludyd 
befely and thowght not for to peryfhe and now y 
peryfhe to my felfe and to al thyngys Thefe thyngys 
and many othyr yn thys wyfe fche feyde wyth fore and 
byttur w^pyng and crying more than a man may be- 
leue. For y take god to recorde and to my wytnes 
that y faw the terys breke owte of her yes as they hade 
be hayle flonys. And thys whyle fche forowde the 
glorius virgyn and martyr fent margaret tumyd her to 
to her felows virgyns that were there wyth her and 
feyde O fche feyde ye mofle fwete fyflers ye fee now 
the perelle of thys woman fum tyme my feruant and 
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ye knew a[i]fo the ynportune malice of the deiiyls 
the whyche pretendyn by mony weys of refon to liaue 
her to hem. And Iherfore let vs now do that thyng 
the whiche only ys lefte of remedy and helpe for her. 
Pray we now to t!ie euerlallyng iuge and meke re- 
demer that he the whyche al thing may doo wille wyth 
faue as be knowyth befle. of hys goodnes. and at owre 
defyre lum what to helpe ihys wrechyd fowle. fum 
^me redemyd by hys precius blode fro the cruelle 
power and venummys tethe. of thefe wekyd fpiritys. 
And whan thys bleffyd virgyn and martyr fent mar- 
garet had feide thefe wordys anone whytowtyn and 
taiyi^. al thoo virgyns bowde downe to the grownd on 
her kneys and Ij^^d vppe her handys prayng for that 
fynful woman to her ynmortaJle fpowfe. owre bleflyd 
lorde and Ciuyur ihefu cryll. And anon as they had 
of god ther peticion grantyd they rofe vppe togedyr 
fro preyer I'han anone thys bleflyd virgyn feynt mar- 
gaiet wyth (labylle contynawnfe of face and fowle gaft- 
fulle and thretyng the wekyd fpiritys came nere and 
made of her fleue a naaner of a fchorge and lyfte hyt vppe 
as fche wolde haue fmitte hem Then they anon as hyt 
had be flyes yn a whyrle wynde fleyd away hethur and 
tbedur leuyng alone her bownde fowle. and fodenly 
yat yn the farthir fyde apperyd a dyke ful of boylyng 
watyr vppe to the biymmys Thetfore yn thys dyke y 
fawe her put yn And then feyde to her that blefiyd and 
mercyfuUe helper fent margaret Here now thow mufte 
iulfylle they penanfe the whiche thow fchuldyfl haue 
done before yn tjiey lyfe. and by my praym- thow fchalt 
haue mekylle helpe and releuyng of thy peynys. and 
afiyrwarde when thy fynnys be fully purgyd and 
denfyd by me thow fchalt be admytted to refenie 
euerlaftyng ioye and bliffe Treuly hit can not be feyde 
howe ioifuUy this fynful woman tokc tho wordys feyde 
to her in the whiche fche knewe an ende of her due 
penanfe and afterward myght fele the goodnes and i 
Mjac rcy of god So than thys vyctoryofe dede done yat J 
HBiJieus fight of vyrgynys afcendyt vppe to heuyn. ^^fl 
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*;i;i .;':i v f/';f';vn ?.*:re noT fun wliir id rreke cut for 
t:.'; ^r«^:';r of tr.'j narracion be caufe v fevde .-eiore ihit 
c:': V r.Vi'!-; inv rnencvon of the tornienrs 2z.d r-evnvs 
of .'ii'.v r^'.-rfons fr^jciallv Finl v wuide ijionlv telle of 
I; I'; yrj\S:\ piacys that were fchew^d to me Bat let 
tuat b'; Ukyn of tho ]x;rfons the whiche afterward y 
will': ojyirjly declare to the p^rofet of hem j-at lyile to 
ij';r<; or redo- this reuelacion. Therfor as y fuppofe ye 
r'.-rncrnbrc how a certen perfon a gold&nith and a 
rytfon of this jjlacc was haftly preuent of dethe and 
fodcnly dyed. i}i whom alfo hyt was opynly noylyd 
that hyt fo hcfyllc hym for ouer mekylle drynk)-ng 
wync. Anrl thciforc how myght a man fey to whome 
tJiys man fchuhle Ijc fortyd but amonge them that fent 
i oil an tlic apoflyllc fpecially fpekyth yn hys pyilylle. 
Ejl prccatum ad mortcnu non pro Ulo dico vt oret 
t/uis. That ys to fey. Ther ys fynne contynewde vn 
U) dctlic y fey no man pray for hym that contyne\A'}th 
hys fynne to hys dethe who fo abfolute may be feyde 
that ('.(jntynewyth liys fynne to hys dethe. as he that 
c:ontynewyth yn dedly fynne and fo lefyth lyfe and 
takyth dethe. Sothly thys man bode not only yn 
the fynne of dronkynnes to hys dethe but alfo he fylle 
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yn to dethe doyng that fame fynne the whiche ys the 
feede and caufe of al euylle. And as a certen wyfe 
man feith dronkinnes excufith no vife Therfore thys 
man whoys fine and pelle we fpeke of now yat hyt 
fchulde be feryd and dredde yn hys wolde days was 
ouer prone and redy to dronkenes for the lall thre days 
yat euer he faw in thys worlde he continewyde dayly 
almofle 301 the fame f)nine And yf y had know for 
certen a day before yat he had dyed of feche a caufe 
as hit ys aforefeyde what fchulde y th)mke or fele of hym 
more worthior than not for to pray for him. lefte [lefle?] 
my prayur before the ryghtwes iuge fchulde be voide 
and no thing helpyng h3nn Neuertheles y vfyd to 
pray for hym thawghe )rt ware flowly. not verely cer- 
tifide of fo foroful a fame and happe Sothely hyt was 
fo. by the prouifion of god that thys goldefmyth was 
in the fecunde place of peynys. and alfo y fawe and 
behylde h)nii by me. whome anone y knewe and 
gretely meruelde. feyng hym afore mony other that 
y behylde. in goode hope and lyghtly fofryng hys 
pe)niys. Trewly thanne my leder lokyd on me howe 
flidfaflly y behylde hym and aikyd me and y knew 
hym And y feyde ful wele. Than he feyde. and yow 
knowe hym. fpeke to hym Sothly then this gold- 
finyth lokid on vs bothe : and knowing vs wyth an 
enarrabulle gellur and behauing of gladnes ioyde to 
my leder and with bothe his handys fpred opyn ofte 
bowde done al hys body worfhippyng and greting hym 
with innumerable thankys for hys benefetys and good- 
nes Ihewyd to h)nii And the mene whyle y falute hym. 
and he io)^ully falute me ageyne. Than y enquerj-d 
of hym how hit was. that fo fone he was palle the 
horable peynys. the whiche y knewe by his fighte he 
had fofryd Then he anfwarde this 
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V dere frynde he fe3'de. al ye to gedur in 
tlie woride haue me as iofle and dampde. 
not knoft-yng the goodnes and mercy here 
of my prefent lorde fenle Nicholas, the 
whiche had not fofrid me an onhappy and 
an onprofetable feruaunt of his to be dampde and iofle 
euerlailyngly. Than feyde y to hym. Trewly as thou 
feyde. alle we that ware thy frendys forowde that thou 
didefl, fo fodenly and gretly abalhyd ynwardly fuppofyng 
verely that thow hadyfle be dampde. and by caufe alfo 
thow hadyfte no helpe ne remedy by fore they dethc 
of the holy facramentys of the chyrche. Sothly by 
caufe y fynde the othyr wyfe than we wende y am 
glade and fayne y woide here how and )ti what wyfe 
thow deydyft fo and fcapydyfle eternal damaapcion 
Thanne he feyde. Gladly what fum euer thow defjre 
y wyllc the tulle. ^^H 
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JE knew wele how y dyfpofyd me yn my 
leuynge whan y was yn the woride as thoo 
thingys that were opyn to mannys fyghte. 
Alfo y contynwyde yn the fowle fynne of 
dtonkynnes. vn to my lad ende. of an 
euyl cuftome. Neuertlieles hyt was not my wylle. 
For gretly hyt dyfplefyd me and mekyl y forowyde 
that y kowde not leue that vyf«. Sothly oftyn tymes 
y rofe ageynd my felfe fewurly [jurpofyng. to leue and 
cade awey the fowle vyfe of dronkynnes that y was 
wholde yn. But anon what for the lufte of drynkyng 
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y was conflraynde to drynke aftyr the mefure of myne 
olde cuflome, wherby y was ouer cumme. and drawyn 
ageyne bonde 301 to lufle and cuflome of the fame fmne. 
that was yn mine owne onmeferabulle taking and appe- 
tite Treuly amonge this by the mercy of god the whiche 
wylle that no man perylh )ni my mofle bleffyd lorde 
fent Nycholas whome now ye folowe graciufly and pre- 
fently. and whoys parefhon alfo y was. feche deuocion 
y had to hym. that for any occafion y neuer lefte but 
what fum euer y myght do to his worfchippe y dyd 
hyt ful deuowtly And how mekyl euer y gaue me 
towarde euyn to dronkynnes y vfyd euer more to be 
at matens. for anon as they range y wulde be ther. 
and oftyn tymes afore the parylh pryfle. Alfo y 
fownde contynwaly a lampe of myne owne cofle. yn 
fent Nycholas chapelle And thoo thyngys that were 
neceflarye to the omamentys of alle the chyrche. as yn 
lyghtys or any othyr thyngys. y wolde dylygently orden 
therfore. as y had be hys famylyar feruante and 
mawncypylle And wher y had not fufficyent of myn 
owne goodys to do hyt y wolde moue othyr of the 
Daryih to helpe as hyt femyd nedefulle Sothly the yyllys 
gyftys?] that men or wemen gaue. y tokehem. and to 
36 hon [our] able vfus. ful treuly y fpendehem. Alfo twyes 
yn the yere that ys at crifLynmas and at eflyr wolde 
clene confefTe me of al my fynnys as wele as y bowde 
to owre paryfh pryfle. takyng penanfe for hem and yn 
parte y dyd fulfille hem diligently Treuly y dyd not 
obferue and kepe tho thingys that y was commaundyd 
of my goflely fathyr. for oftyn tymes y lefte fum thyngys 
that y fchulde haue doo and thoo thingys that y 
fchulde haue beware of. And of the commawndement 
of my goflely fadyr y faflyd the dayes of aduent as 
y dyd the lent fefyne. To the whyche dayes of ad- 
lient. y addyd of myne owne fre wylle. as mony dayes 
afore aduente as wold make vppe the noumbre of the 
dayes of lente And fo on cryflenmas daye y wold 
be hofylde and refce)aie the holy facrament of owre 
lordys precious body and blode. But alaffe for forowe 



so 

when that y (huld haue be / that holy dayes of owre 
lordys byrthe. more holyur and deuowtur in my lyuyng 
then other tymes. y tumyd me contrary vnto other 
werkys and befyneffes of a worldly cuflome. wherfore 
hyt happyd vnto me alfo in myne lalle ende that the 
wekyd angelle of that deuyl Sathanas. the whyche ys 
caufer and kendler of alle euyl fcomyd me. And alfo 
he hadde browghte plefaunte worde and tytyngys of my 
dampnacyon to hys father the deuyl. yeffe the mercye 
and goodnes of my lorde fente Nycholas had not wyth- 
llonde hym therfore euermore to hym be thankyngys 
of al his trew feruawntys. for my delyueraunce. for he 
had lowfyd and delyueryd me. And as ryghtwefly as 
y was to be dampde and cruelly to be ponyfhte as 
mekely and as mercyfully he hath noryfhte and kept 
me : Sothely on cryll)mmas daye after that y had re- 
fceyuyd the good lorde that y can not remembre 
withowte grete horror and heuynes. y was drawyn of 
an euyl cuflome as y feyd afore by ouermoche drynkyng 
the fame daye in to dronkynnefTe ageyne to the grete 
iniuryeand rongeof feche a lorde whomeyhad refceyuyd 
a lytyll before in to my fowle And on the morow y 
wente to chyrche as y vfid to do fore waylyng the 
fowle vice the whiche y dyde the daye before purpofyng 
to be ware of hyt and to do no more / but hit was as 
voyde and vayne For by the occafion that y had of 
drinkyng and the deuylys lleryng me therto / y was 
deflitute and lofle the flabulnes of vertu and the 
mighty purpos of fobumes that y had conceuyd : and 
fo y fulfilde not my purpofe in dede. but fowle as y dyd 
yyllerdaye fo y dyd to daye and by delectacion of 
ouer mekyl drynkyng fyl downe agayne to dronkinnes. 
Sothely the next daye after folowyng the whiche ys the 
thirde daye after cryilynmas daye I lefte not mynt olde 
cuflome of drinkyng. wherby y had lofle the vertu of 
fobumes and all my wyttys alfo. Thenne whenne hit 
was derke nyghte y went oute of the place where y 
dranke / and came home and wente to bed as y was 
clothyd and fchod and a lytyl y ilepte And anone y 
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woke and wold haue refyn and feyd as y had wente 
that then yt had ronge to matens But my wyfe told 
me nay and fo y layde my downe ageyne. Trewly 
thanne fyrfl y toke a flepe and anone after y toke my 
dethe And howe y felte deth fodenly cumme apone 
me y wille telle yow. A certen deuyl that tempted 
and fleryd me to the vyce of dronkynnes thowghte to 
hym felfe that and y deyed in feche a perylle whytowte 
any conttadiccion he wolde me drawe to hell prefumyng 
alfo to haue thenne power on me to doo what fomme 
euer he wolde. for myne obedyens and confentyng in 
that vyce to hym But ageyne full mekyl he drede. 
lefle by the merytys of my patron fent Nicholas, y 
fchulde any tyme preuayle agenfl him by amendement 
of my lyuyng : yf y lyued any lengur and fo by hys 
prefumptuous power cruelly me flrangulde. Trewly 
y felte him like an owle goo in to my mowthe 
the whiche oftyn tymes ful euylle y opynd to drynke 
and fo thorowe my throte flyly came downe to my harte. 
And anone y knewe that hit was the deuil. Notwith- 
llondyng y was yet myndfull of the mercijs of god and 
alfo of myne owne wrechydnes and with flabuUe purpofe 
vowyd in my mynde to god that y wold purely and 
holy confeffe me of alle my fynnys. and vtwardly for 
euer forlake the wyfe of dronkennes And to this y 
called as inwardly as y kowde. on fent Nicholas to be 
my borowe. Sothely to this auyfement onnethe was 
graunted me the fpace of a moment. Trewely thanne 
the wekyd fpiryte fate downe anone apon my herte. 
and clypte hyt wyth hys curfyd arrays on euery fyde. 
Alfo he drew out of his mowthe an horrable voment of 
venyne and calle hit al abrode and fo in the fpace of 
a twynbelyng of an ye he expellyd and calle me 
oute of my bodye And anone after that y was 
bade forthe thorowe darke placys by the cruelle and 
incredible wodnes of wykyd fpirytys the whiche al to 
bete me difcerpte me flekyd me drewe me and al to 
brend rae and caryed me with them y wot not wheder / 
but as they wolde to euerlafling tormentys. Than 
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anone my mode meke and dere aduocatour fe3nit 
Nicholas to whome y called with all myne herte at my 
lafle ende. and whome euer in my lyfe y haue worfchipte 
thawghe y were a fynner. came thanne and mightily 
toke and deliueryd me oute of her handys. and here 
hath fette me in this place of purgatorye for my pur- 
gacion. And ho we be yt that y fofre here fore and 
harde peynys y cownte hit lightly whyle y haue no 
drede of the wekyd fpyrytys and alfo that her tyranny 
and importable cruelnes ys fefyd and gone fro me / 
And fothely after this for certeyn y am and trufle to 
haue refle and euerlaflyng ioye be my lorde fent 
Nicholas And no we alfo and euermore / fen the tymt 
that y was put here to this peynys by the whiche 
whenne y ame ouer fore greuyd and difefyd yet by hys 
meke and mofle meke and blelfyd vifitacyon. y am wel 
confortid and releuydageyne In mygrafle [crafte?] alfo 
by the whiclie y gate to me and to myn owre leuyng in 
the world often tymes in my beginnyng y begylde and 
dyfceyued the pepulle for the fere of pouerte And 
now for that y am ful bitturly ponyfhte. and the todyr 
daye before mekyl more harder therfFore y fofryd 
peynes Trewly often tyme y haue ben cafle downe 
hed longe into a grete hepe of brennyning money 
amonge the whiche y brente ful intolerably. And tho 
fyrye penfys y was compellyd to deuoure with an op)ai 
mowthe that y felte alle my bowellys to brenne in me 
And hethir to often times y am compellyd to telle hem 
and of the towchyng of hem myne handys and fyngers 
ben fore peynde. Alfo by ouer grete brennyng and 
hete of thirfl my inward bowels with herte throwte and 
chekys waxen wan and befyly begynne to fayle Thefe 
and many other thinges y herde of hym as opynly as 
\iit might be told of any man leuyng yn hys bodye. 
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in tli)'nge iher is the whiclie he tolde me 
amonge other that y wyl not hyde fro the 
reder here of. I fawe there innumerable 
jiepuUe that dyde fodenly in this world 
die whiche were ponyfcht a] moile 
mefure And of many ihys y knew that they the whichi 
were putte in delyberacyon and auyfement for to f) 
And wlienne they came to the dede doyng of whi 
fonune euer fynne hyt was and eche one of theyitf 
feyde in hys mynde !o now y wylle doo and fulfiUe 
that the wyche y haue gvetly defyred. he was takyn 
by the wille of god to the vtmeil peynys and poniffe- 
metit of dethe as thawgh he hadde herde of this texte 
in the gofpelle. Stu/ie ett anima tua repetitur ate j ad 
quid co^tajli aduerftts dtum immo contra ipfum te 
nequiffima. That ys to laye. Fole lo they fowle ys 
takyn fro the. wherto hafle ihow thowghte agenft god 
and alfoo agaynell thy fdfe full wekyd thynges. Ne- 
uerlheleffe as we haue knowyn by hym felfe the whiche 
told thys. that whenne they were putte yn that byttyr 
fcharpeneffe of dethe coueytyng and purpofjTig to cor- 
recte and amende her fautes yef they hadde any fpace 
of penaunce giaunted vnto hem, and in her fwyfte and 
haily departyng fekyd after the mercye of god and 
alfoo after the helpe of his holy feyntys. Therfore of 
the grete mercy of god her byttyr detlie was to hem a 
grete clenfyng of her fynnys. the whiche they fchuld 
haue fofryd afterward fully in placys of peynys and 
tonnentys. Forthermore y enquyred and afkyd of 
thys goldfinjlh of whome y haue nowe told and feyde 
many thingys yeffe hyt were poflyble by any thyng 
that the folke myght fchonne and elchewe foden dethe, 
Themie he anfwarde and feyde in thys wyfe vnto me. 
O he feyde Sothely and yf y hadde knowyn whenne 
that y was in the world leuyng fuche thyngys 
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nowe y «-ulde haue taughie and defendc 
... . world fro that grete hurte and dammage. bowe 
pepulle and folke myght be fewre and lafe fro the 
utlyng of foden dethe. Trewly and verily and the 
cryftyn |iepulle wolde wryte dayly on her forhedys and 
aboutc the placys of her herte wylh her fyngur of [or?] in 
any other wyfe. thefe. ii. wordys that conteynyth the 
myfterye of the helthe and faluacyon of mankynde 
that ys to wytte and to faye C Ihefus nazarenus 
wythowtyn dowte the trewe pepulfe of oure fatiyut ihefu 
Clyde fcfiuld be hanneles and preferued fro fuche a 
grete pcryll and hurte And alfoo they fchalle haue 
aficr her dethe the fame letters and wordys wrctyn 
fuli opynly and clerely at her hertys and alio in her 
forhedys in tokyn and in figne of grete worfchyppc, 
I knowe alfo that my meyny kepte me. ii. dayes on- 
beryde after my dethe. hopyng thai y fchulde haue 
reuytiyd for the redneffe and hete the whyche was in 
my face and in my bodye the whyche douteles was of 
the fenient replecyon of wyne dronkyn before. For 
my dcpnrtjTig of this world was fo haftye and zwifte : 
that myne foule was gonne and pafle out of my bodye. 
yere my wyfe vnderilode or knewe hit or fende tff 
calle for the pryfte. Thefe thyngys y kneive fill ti 
there of this goldCnyth. 
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SOthely aftyr .kv. dayes feth y faw and herde 
thys the fone of the forfeyd goldefmyth a 
certen yonge man came to me with grete 
wepyng and tolde me that hys father had 
apperyd. iij, nyghtis to gedyr to hys 
moeder wakyngly as fche-was yn her prayers at home 
B her chambyr and bade her that fch^ rrlnilfJi- fe 
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to me to knowe how hyt was fully with hym and of hys 
flate that thys knowyn. fche myght be the more con- 
fortyd and feythfullir and deuowter to helpe hym And 
alfo that (he by the lame tellyng may the bettyr be 
ware gyde to her felfe and her meyny to god ward : 
And the fame yonge man wytnefyd wyth grete fweryng 
that the th)n'de nyghte of hys fatherrs apperyng he 
herde hys mother talkyng and fpekyng longe tyme 
with hym. and fomme tyme enquyryng and alfo fomme 
t3nne anfweryng hym. and thenne afterward fche told 
vnto my hys wordy s the whyche he hadde tolde and 
feyde vnto her. Trewely he feyde that he herde / no 
maner wordys of hym talkyng or fpekyng vnto her but 
paqrently taryde tyl they hadde done. Sothely hys 
mother told hym that fche hadde harde of her hufbond 
twyes before. And as fche knowleged and feyde fche 
feyde that he was full of Ire and wrathe and moche 
blamed her becaufe that he was forgoten and putte 
oi^te of mynde fro her whyche was warnyd by hym 
felfe after hys dethe to doo a lytyll thyng for hym and 
that fche wulde not do fo moche for hym. but excufed 
her that for the on certente of vyfyons fche dyfferde 
hyt lefle that hyt fculd haue bene fuppofyd that fche 
hadde be dyfce)aied and begylde. And thenne he 
anfwerde and feyde Sende wythoutyn taryyng thedyr 
as y commaunde and telle and faye to hym howe often 
tymes for the fame thyng y haue apperyd to the and 
sdfoo feye apone thefe tokynys. that the lafl tyme the 
whiche he fawe me y was in grete peyne And amonge 
othyr thyngys that he herde of me y told hym how 
mekyl the holy confelTour feynt Nycholas hadde holpe 
me. Trewly he prayde me with grete inflaunce that 
I fchulde (lere and alfo moue bothe hys wyfe and hys 
fone. and on hys behalfe commande hem that the 
feruyce and woifchyppe the whyche he was wonte to 
do in hys lyfe and they alfo by example to fent 
Nycholas. for no caufe nethyr for any occafyon fchulde 
be lefte but dayly more and more wyth amendement 
of her lyuyng dylygently fchewe and do her de" 
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and feniys to hys patron and aduocatour fent Nycholas. 
Alfo this forefeyde man and goldfmyth of whome y 
haue nowe told and fpokyn as hyt ys feyde afore dyde 
aboute a xv monthys agone the whyche trewely by 
the merylys of the holy confefibur fent Nycholas hys 
patrone yn a (horte tyme was fpede oute of mekyl 
ibrowe that onethe y myght fee any. that profette fo 
mekyl there as he dede in fo lytyl tj-me. wherfore 
ful expedycnte hyt ys lo alie men whyle they leuyn in 
thys world deuoutely to feme the holy fe)'niys of god 
by the whyche they may haue in her giete nede the 
gnice and mercye of almyghty god as hyt ys fchewyi 
and prouyd often tymes. 
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SVt nowe let vs fchewe as we maye thoes 
thynges tliat remaynyn of the thyrde place 
the whyche we fawe and behylde. For 
aboue alle thyng that may be conceyiied 
of any mannys mynde. hyt escedeth of 
;s and dedly tormenting For veryly y knouleche 
as for the quantyte of euyl yat ys there no man may 
fuffyte lo espreite or telle the leil pejTiys of that place. 
The grete hoirabulnes of yat place fo mekylle. the 
feurer y myght fee and beholde that y knewe hym. lo 
bewyth me. andwas alfo my gyde and leder at that fame 
tyme the holy byffchop and confeffour fente Nycholas 
whome y haue euer fpecyally worfchipped and loued. 
Trewely the more famylyare that y hadde hym in wor- 
(hyp the more furer was y made of hys felyffchippe 
and companye. to fee and beholde the horrabulle 
peynys and tomientys. the whiche nowe beyng abfenl 
can not remembur withoute grete horroiir and gaftful- 
neffe of mynde but y was made of euery fyde ful 
ftabuUe and fure, for the felyffhj'ppe and knowledie 
■ -the whyche y hiAiUle of my gj-de and leder the hot 
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confeffour fent Nycholas. Therfore leuyng the forfeide 
fecunde place, that we were at. as hit ys aboue reherfyd 
we came to a ful grete fylde. and as hyt lemyd hyt 
was fette yn a lowe grownde fequeftrate and departyd 
from al othir that no maner perfone myght dedyr come, 
excepte tho that were there ponyfchte or fchuld be 
ponyfchte Trewly the ouer part of that fylde was 
keueryde wyth a ful horrable clowde. yn the whyche 
was myxte and medylde to gedir a fume of brymllone 
wyth a myfle a gret flenche and a flame black as 
pycche was medylde wyth hem the whyche brake 
owte on euery fyde lyke hyllys and fo fpredyd 
all abrode. And the playnnes of that place was fo 
repletyd and fulfylde withe wormys as flowrj^s be 
wonte to be llrawyn with ruffhys. And they were 
aboue alle eflymacyon horrabulle wundyrfull and vn- 
fhappely the whyche wyth a gaftfuU opyn mouth 
brethyd oute curfyd fyre at her nofys. And with an 
onfpekable deuowryng al to tore the wrechyd com- 
panyfe of folke that ther were, the whyche ryght nowe 
fo wallyd and confumydde. deuylys ranne ouer all 
lyke as madde men and were alfo full cruell and wodde 
aponei tho wrechys. Trewely thanne the deuylys 
ponyfhte hem wyth fyry inflrumentys fynglerly by 
euery membre of her bodye : and thanne afterward 
they rafyd and al to teryd their flefhe vtwardly vnto 
the bonys. and thenne after thys whenne they hadde 
fo done they calle them into the fyre and there they 
were made lyquyd as hyt were metalle. and alfo toke 
hem oute ageyne as brennyng fyre. Lytyl yt ys y take 
god to recorde. and as no thyng what fomme euer y 
be about e to telle of the peynys and tormentys of that 
place. For in a ful fchorte (pace of tyme by alle maner 
dyuerfytees of an hondyrdfolde peynys and tormentys 
or more y behylde and fawe howe they were confumed 
and wailed to nought and thenne anone refloryd 
ageyne And ageyne almofle they were with peynys 
broughte to nought and anone made hole ageyne the 
whiche in that fame place the lofle lyfe of hem was 
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compellyd to fofre. And of thefe alteracyons of t; 
in the whyche by grete peynys and lormenlys 
were brought to nought anooe reftoryd ageyne ther 
was non eiide no marke ne lemie. Alio the hete and 
brennyng of that fyre was fo fenieot and deuouring 
thiit wliat lum euer hyt brent hyt wulde be lyke as a 
thyng that ware al mode confutnyd or wallyd. And 
thcnne the wormys that were there warded and brokyn 
and made fmalle vnto pecys and then they were 
gedyrd on grete hepys to gedyr and lej-de vnther the 
vnhappy fynful wrcchys that were there, wherfore they 
fo fulfylled alle thyng with fo grete ftenche that hyt 
excedyd alle the tormentys and pe)Tiis before feyd. 
And yet rertiayneth one thyng the wyche tliey 
that were in that place were compellyd to fofre the 
whiche ys more halfuU peynful and fchameful than 
any thyng aboue feyde. ^B 
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SOlhely alle thoo that were there ponyfiht 
and peynde were in thys worlde whyle 
they ieuyd doers of that foule fynne the 
whiche oughte not [to]benamydnotonly of 
a cryftyn man but alfo of none hethyn 
man. Certen grele monfluts that ys to feye grete 
beilys onnaturally fchapyne fchewyd hem felfe in a 
fyrye lykeneffe horrabuUe and gaflfnlle to fight and 
oflyn tymcs vyolently came apone hem and alfo in a 
fowle damnable abufion compellyd hem to mcdylie 
with hem. howe be hyt that they refufyd and wulde 
hyt not- I abhorre and anie aflbhamed to fpeke of the 
fowlueffe and vnclenes of that fame fynne. Thanne 
betwene her pe)TifuU and curfyd clepynges they roryd 
and yellyd and cryed owte and afterward they fyHfi 
done to gedyr lyke as yf they hadde ben gonne and 
d and anon takyn vppe ageyne and fo forth putle 
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vnto newe peynys. Trewely y remembryd not wele at 
that lame tyrae the feyyng of the holy poflle fent 
powelle in hys pyllylle of feche perfons, where he con- 
dempnyth the foule vyce and fynne agaynefl nature 
bothe of men and wemen. And yeffe y hadde fene 
and confyderyd the caufe namely nowe in tyme of 
cryllendame. cowde not in any wyfe haue beleuyd that 
fuche a foule fynne and vyfe myght haue be prefumed 
and done fpecyally of wemen. the whyche naturelly 
fchuld be more fchamfuU thenne other. I neuyr herde 
before nether hadde any fufpycyon hethirto that the 
kynde of wemen hadde be deprauyd and defoyled by 
fuche a foule fynne. And alas for forowe. for ther 
was founde a company of fuche fo innumerabulle as 
they were myferable. Many of tho perfonys that were 
there in that place y knewe not nethyr wele behylde 
hem by caufe that the qualyte of her foule fynne. and the 
grete llenche and tormentys that was there fmytte me 
wyth full gi'ete horrour and tedufnes. Full greuys hyt 
was vnto me and more thanne a man may beleue to 
be there in that place a moment whyle. or to beholde 
fuche thynges as ware there. Neuertheleffe y felte no 
flenche by experyence whylys y was there as y dyd no 
nothir hirte of peynys. for my thoughte and yf I hadde 
felte hit y myghte noo lengur haue leuyd. Notwith- 
flondyng y confyderyd aud perceyued fufficyently in 
mynde the intollerable gretnes of alle thyng. Trewely 
thoo wrechys that were there fencybly hadde experyence 
and felte alle thefe peynys and other mo infynyte. that 
no man maye tel of And amonge her forrowfulle 
lamentacyons of complaynyng whyle euerychon of 
hem cryed Alas alas why dyd y fo fynne. alas why dyd 
not y penans for my fynnys and amende my lyuyng. 
they felte and remembryd her greuys peynys. Sothely 
their voycys of wepyng and forowyng was exaltyd and 
lyfte vppe with fo gret a cry that a man wolde haue 
wend hyt fchulde haue be herd thorow all the world 
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SRi-u-ly thawgh y refufyd as inekyll as y 
myghle to fee and beholde tho thinghes 
that were done yn that place y cowde not 
auoide the knoweleg of on clerk the 
wyche y Ciwe and knew fum lyme Thys 
derk in hys days was a dociur of lawe and alfo 
amonge oilier that were docturs of lawe he was had in 
that fciens ful excellent Full many lerners of that 
faculte he ordende yn fcoles wherby he gatte to hym 
gret famyliarite of wordiippeful men This clerke was 
largely polTeftewith beneficysaadrentysof thechirche 
and yet that not withftonding dayly he coueytyd to 
haue more and more wherfore by the wille of god the 
whiche wolde haue alle men to be turne to penana. he 
felle yn to grete fekenes b}' the whiche he was fore 
vexid and defefid abowt a .ix. monthys. Sothely hyt 
was done of a meke difpenfacion of oure fayur that he 
fhnlde by the fchorge of fekenes and forowe. difpofe to 
corect and amende hys fynful leuyng. the whyche 
whene he was yn gode helthe of body fowle and dedJy 
trefpaftoftyn tymes to god. But he contrary ivyfe was 
ouer carkefulle of hysboddyhelpe [helthe?]. thewhyche 
he louyd ouer mekyl. and fo vaynely prefumyd and 
thowght to haue hyt ageyne. wherfore he neuyr wolde 
dyfpofe hym to be confeU of hys fynys and fpecialy of 
hys fowle and onclene leuyng for the helthe of his 
fowle the whyche ys the fyril and chefe dede of almys 
that a man fchuld doo nethyr bad any compafTion on 
powre pepul to geue hem any almys tiethir any thyng 
dyd to the fentys of god. as yn offeryng to hym mekely 
hys feiuys. for the redempcion of hys fynys nethir 
iludyd or karyd to do any almys of his erthely and tran- 
fitoiy godys as long as he leuyd Than the heuynly leche 
IT fauyur feyng that he was neuer in his dayes the 
rJbrtAe feket ~ ' "" " " 
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wamyng the whyche he fchoyd and gaiie vnto hym 
for a goflely medefon. nethir wente owte of hys onclone 
leuing in the whiche vnclene leuing he was in by the 
affliccyon of hys grete fekeneffe. Therfore the euyll 
and wekid faites and dedys. that cowde not be clenfyd 
and purged in hys yonge aage oure lord ihcfu crift 
mercefully putte and ende of hem in hys dethe what 
more mercye myghte be done vnto hem the whyche 
after their hardneffe and impenytente herte. trefur to 
hem fro daye to daye the wrathe of o\vre fauyur ihefu 
cryfle. in the daye of hys wrathe and alfo of fchewyng 
hys ryghtfuU iuggement. and alfoo to be refceyued in 
to the nyghte of dethe in the whiche nyghte of dethe 
no man may helpe hym felfe. for thanne no man may 
labure any thyng for to deferue. thanne that fone her lyfe 
of thys world be fchortyd and alfoo fro hem takyn aweye. 
in the whyche her fynnys and myfdedys encrefyn and 
growyn to her perdycyon and deflruccyon : And what 
thing myght be more holfummur to them the whyche 
by her folufnefTe and madenelTe with a fcharpe fwerde 
koueyten and defyren to adde flrokys to her owne pro- 
pre wowndys thanne that they be bounde and alfo her 
wepynys takyn aweye / the whiche they myfufyd to her 
owne propre hurte and dammage. Thys forfeyde 
Clarke the whyche y knew fum tyme in my chyldhode 
and yong aage. y vndyrflode nor y knewe not that he 
was dyfcefle and ded. For that fame tjmcie in the 
whyche y knewe hym he remouyd fro that prouynce or 
place ther as he was wonte to dwelle in before vnto a 
nothir prouynce or place. Neuert[h]eleffe yn alle fuche 
peynys and tormentys as hit ys aboue feyd y fawe and 
fownde hym and y merueyled of hit For y had wente he 
had be yet a lyue and alfo an honefl perfon. Than y 
fpake to hym and alkyd whethyr he hopyd any tvme tc 
haue the mercye of god And than he feyde Alas ala^ 
y knowe andknowe that athifhalfe[at this halfe?"\ dotnY' 
daye yfchall haue algate no mercye Andwhethir f haU 
haue any thanne y am not ceileyiv ^Ci\.V\v J^oH 
r^^u^ y wasputte here to thefe peyxiN?»l\v^v ^J^^^f^ 
aore Then y feyde to i^^^ ^^^^\^^^ 
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not confefle of thy fynnys at thy lafle ende and dydyil 
no penaunce for hem Than he feyde by caufe y 
hopyd to haue recouered and alfo by the difceyte of 
the deuyl my goftely ennemy y was afchamed to con- 
fefle fo fowle a fynne. lefle y Ihulde haue be of les 
reputacyon and dyfpyfed amonge them the whiche y 
femyd gloryous and fayre y confefle me of lytyl and 
fmale fynys to feche an honefl perfon and a worfchip- 
fuU pr)^e that yow knowyfl wele And whanne he 
afkyd me yef y had any other thynges to be confefle 
of. y bade him go his waye and tolde him that yef any 
other thyng cumme afterward to my mynde y wulde 
fende for hym ageyne and tell him. And whanne he 
was gonne and onethis came to his chirche y begunne 
to deye Thenne anone he was cald for ageyne and 
whenne he cumme / he fownde me ded and gonne 
Trewly ther ys no thyng of a thowfand peynys that y 
fofyr dayly fo greuys to me as ys the vnhappy prefen- 
tacion of my fowle and vnclene leuyng that y vfyd in 
the world, and now beyng here am compellyd to doo 
actually the fame foule pafTyon. And befyde the hor- 
rabulle gretnefTe of peynys that y am in. y am more 
confounded of fchame whyle dat y am by the fame 
fynne made curfyd and abhomynable in the fyght of 
al men. Alas alas who euer wolde haue wende that 
the worfchyppe and fauour the whiche y hadde amonge 
men fculde be turned to feche confufyon and defpexion 
as it is nowe wherfore ful gretely y am confowndyd and 
aflhamed. for nowe to euery creature y appere foule 
and abhomynable. the whiche before apperyd to euery 
man gloryous and honorabulle. And thys he feyd 
with full fore and grete cryyng and wepyng And 
whyle y meruelde the wrechidnes and peynys of fo 
grete a man fum tyme. y fawe howe he was ponyflhte 
in innumerabulle w[a]yfys. and by thoo tormentyshe was 
brought as to nought and dyffoluyd by flrenthe and 
hete of fyre and fo made lyquyd as led ys whenne hyt 
ys multe. Sothely thanne y afkyd fent Nycholas my 
leder yf this mannys peynys myght be remedyde or 
helpe by any mene. And thaime he feyde whanne 
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the daye of dome ys cumme thenne fchall cryflys wille 

be fulfyllede He onely kno\\7th the hertys of alle 

men And then he wole doo to euery man nghtfully. 

Therfore I coude knowe no thyng for certen of this 

mannys delyberacyon. Therfore thoo thyngys the 

whiche we haue fpokyn of here before may wele be 

confyderyd as the fcripture feyth in thys wyfe. JVtm 

eft d bene qui qfflduus eft in malis et clcmofuiam mm 

danii. that ys to faye hyt ys not wele with hym that 

ys befye in euyll Nethir with hym that dothe non 

almys See nowe and confydre howe gretely they be 

holpe in placys of peynys by the doyng of almys 

dedys. as cure lorde fpekyth in the gofpelle the whiche 

dyd hem in her lyfe. Thys clerke in hys lyfe was wife 

and wyttye in hys owne conceyte and tniAing to him 

felfe fet ful lytyl to feche helpe of other by ahnis dede 

and good werkys for his fynnys. that hathe wrought 

nowe to hym damnacyon. Loo fo fone and fodenly he 

ys founde onwyfe and madde. Conceyue nowe what 

ys here nowe feyde of thys clarke and a lytyl before 

what was feyde of a goldfmyth and opynly hyt con- 

fennethe the fentence of the fcryptnre feyng in thys 

wyfe I^oienter potentes torme?ita fufti?iebuut et exigiio 

canceditur tnifericordia, yat ys to feye. Myghty men 

myghtyly fchalle fofyr tormentys. and to a meke man. 

ys graunted mercye. That goldfmyth and though he 

were a fyner yet was in hys owne fyghte meke and 

lytyl the whiche nethir by his connyng nethyr of any 

othir vertue prefumyd but countyd hym felfe euermore 

onwyfe and onflable by caufe of hys fynnys Therfore 

by the mene of almys dedys. and ferues as he myght 

doo. gate to hym the helpe and foffragys of hys o-rete 

and myghty aduocatour and patron feynt Nycholas and 

fo in tyme of nede he had helpe and mercy as he 

defyred And alfo euyn contrarye wyfe thys clnrkp of 

the excellente connyng ryches and worfchippe that h« 

hadde procedyd forthe hys wekedneffe. And V nfe 

he thoughte hym felfe excepte in this wt?li\^5^^ 

comon labur of men. Lo in fo crueU aiS JJ^ 
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example he is not nowe ponyffhte with oth)^' men. 
Alfo y fawe there hys tonge hauyng forthe oute of 
his hede and befyly brennyng as hyt were a bronde of 
f)Te and yat vetyly he fofryd by caufe that often tymes 
he peruerted ryghtwefnes as a man myghty in wordys 
takyng geftys and mennys perfons. For he vfyd not 
only to iangyl idyle wordys. but alfo frowardly in 
wordys contrarye to wrothe ouer mekyl he had ex- 
cedyd. Therfore no meruelle though he were ponyfhte 
this wyfe for fuche exceflys and fawtys. whenne oure 
lorde fpekyth in the gofpelle of the ryche man the 
whiche for hys light fpeking and iangelyng at mete 
was fore ponyflite in hys tonge in a flame of fyre. 
Sorthely after this came to me that worfchyppefull 
prylle to home this clerke was confefle of hys fmale 
fynnys as hit ys reherfed before And amonge other 
thyngys the whyche this worfchipful pryfle herde of me 
y tolde ho we this clarke afore feyde whenne he was 
confefle bade hym goo hys waye as for that tyme. and 
fo anone dyde as hyt ys feyde before And when y 
had told him this he wepte ful bytturly and toke god 
to recorde that hit was very trouthe as y feyde and 
knewe wele. that the forfeyde clerke feyde fo to hym 
Therfore only of that multytude of wrechys y knewe 
this clerke that this feyde to me. 




[Othely thanne fone after that we were pafte 
thys third place we came to a regyon 
where the foulys the whiche hadd done 
her purgacyon in purgatorye ioyfully 
reftyd. in the whyche place many y knewe 
wele and founde hem there in grete felycyte and con- 
forte. Trewely as touchyng the ioys of that place and 
the iocundnes and gladnes of them that were there as 
oure lorde wyll geue vs grace we fchall afterward 
fchewe and declare, but fyrfl let vs tume ageyne thys 
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narracyon to thoes th)mges the whyche we haue lefte 
oute of the peynys and merytys of fome perfonys in 
efpecyalle. the whyche y lawe and founde in tho 
placys of purgatorye as hyt ys feyde before. 



C 0£ it ptnotivfi fliat tf^fe monfte ssatoe atiB 
sspafte bittj^ in t^t first 9late of purgatorye anH 
Umt taittl^ a prtor. C Ci xx\}ii 

[Herfore a prior that was father of a relygyous 
place the whiche y knewe full wele fum 
tyme dyfcefle and deyde this fame yere. 
And of hys maners and condycyons y 
knewe many thyngys the whiche y leue 
oute at this tyme by caufe of fchortenes. Thys man and 
prior y lawe and knew amonge the firfle that were in 
peynys of the fyrfle place of purgatorye that we came 
to. Trewly he was in ful grete and fore tormentys 
and fofyrd ful greuys peynys. fum tyme in fyre and 
fum tyme in flinkyng bathys of brimflon and pyche 
medild to gedyr hoys face and chere was ouer wrechyd 
and dedful And affone as he fa we me he began mekely 
to call me and grete me whome with compafTyon of herte 
y grete alfo and fpake to hym many thyng^^s. And y 
enquyryd of hym whethir he fo fofreyd fo grete peynys 
for the fawtys the whiche he dyd in youthe by caufe 
perauenture he neglygently kepte hys ordre that 
he toke to hym in hym in hys chyldhode And he 
feyde naye But neuertheles ful fore and byttyr peynys 
y lofre here not onely for myne owne fynnys and ex- 
cefiys the whiche y dyd in myne own perfon howe be 
yt that y offendyth in many thing>'s but alfo for the 
wekydnes and myfgouernaunce of tho perfonys the 
whiche a lytyl before y had charge and cure of For 
as touchyng myne own fynnys y wulde fofyr as y myght 
here / thoes peynys the whyche be dewe for hem. For 
y vfyd to redeme and fchafl myne owTie f}Tinys by 
ofte confeffyon and takyng difcypl}'nys and befy 
prayers And aJ fo by dyuers other weyes <> ' ' r 
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of thefe thiDgis I'ul fore greuyth me nowe the carnal 
affeccj-on and lone that y hadde to my frendys. as 
fadyTand motherandother of my kynneof the whyche 
to fum of them y gate benefycys of chyrchys. whenne 
they were ful onworthy to haue hem and to othir y 
gaue right ondyfcretely man geftys of the godys of the 
monafterj-e that y was prior of and they nowe ful lytyl 
remembfe me or doo any thynge for me in my nede. 
Trewlye the fauyr of pepuUe and the loue of worfchippe 
that y had me prinfpaly noythe And alas alas for 
forowe. for and god take not mercy on me as y am 
nowe in peynys oute of mefure. fo fchalle y be with- 
OUte ende. The couetyfe ambycyon that y hadde to 
kepe my worfchippe. and the fere that y hadde to leue 
hit. fo blyndyd the fyghte of my foule that y lowfyd 
rhe brydyl of correccyon to the willys of my fogettys 
and foftyd hem to doo and folowe her defyiys and 
lullys as my yes had be clofyd. lefte haply yef y had 
correcte hem and re&aynde hem from her lyghtnes 
they wulle haue be to me as enemyes to labure and to 
haue me out of my worfchippe and prelacyon that y 
was in. Forthermore they that were gode relygyous 
men and had zele and loue to kepe the ordyr. y no 
thing helpyd or faueryd in confeniacyon of the re- 
lygyon. but full inordenatly and contrary to vertue y 
wolde wylh other that loued hem not fpeke euyl of 
hem and detracte hem and cheryfflie other that were 
ful euyl difpofyd and brekerys of her holy profetfyon 
and order And alle this y dyd a part of myne owne 
lighmes and a parte be caufe y wolde defende my pre- 
lacyon And for hem to pleye lewde gamys and to fpeke 
and clathyr tryfullys iapys and other lewdneffe and alfo 
to goo and wandyr amonge feeler folkys and ydehies. 
liyt was leful to hem. as hyt was to me Therfore 
fome of hem by thys cruel lyghtnes of me and that 
they fawe in me prefumyd and fayde to do many 
full curfyd thyiigys. wherfore here y am ponyffhte 
withoute hope, howe be yt that y approuyd not her 
wykyd dedys NotwitWlonding y knewe hem. and of 
s vayne drede. made lyke as yf y had not knowe hyt. 
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wherfore many of hem bode flylle in her fowle 
abufyons. going fro euyll to wars. And fome of hem 
contynued in euyll vnto her dethe whyle y leiiyd in 
the worlde. and now they be euerlafting dampde. 
Alfo fome other of hem yet hethir to leuyn contynualy 
wars and wars in grete fynnys and dedly dedys. wher- 
fore to hem and to me as y am agafte fuccedyth inex- 
tynguyble fyre. Alfo fro the howre that y pa fie fro 
my body, y ame putte to onfpekehabule tormentys the 
whiche were as me femyth no we ful lyght in compary- 
fon of the peynys that y nowe fofyr. Sothely the firfle 
daye after my dethe was to me more efuer thanne alle 
the dayes that y hadde fetthe And of alle the fynnys 
and fautes that nowe they done after my dethe of an 
euyl cuflome that they hadde before the whiche they 
be feyne to haue take by my neglygens. my peynys 
therfore ben euermore encrefyd And by caufe that y 
knewe fum of hem that be ded and fum other the 
whiche yette leuyn. that haue flyd and falle befyde 
other fynnys. to that fowle and abhomynable fynne 
tliat ought not to be named and therfore putte to hem 
no correccyon. no thyng y drede fo mekyll. as the 
encrefyng of my peynys fo largely tyl y be compellyd 
to fofyr the foule and abhomynable flenche the whiche 
they fofre and haue nowe the whiche dyd the fame 
fowle and abhomynable fynne for y know wele that 
the greuys peyne of that fame flenche ys more intol- 
lerable and peynfull than any other peynys that 
fynners fofryn. And as ofte as they the whyche y lefte 
alyue dampnably offendyd. anone the deuyls ranne to 
me with grete fcomes and vpbraydys and euermore 
and more with newe peynys encrefyng my tormentys. 
Alfo he tolde me what daye what place and what tyme 
after that he was pafle oute of thys world and what 
perfon of hym hyt was and what fynne he hadde done. 
And he told my many thyngys that they dyde and 
and feyde anone as they done any euyl the whiche y 
had fum tyme cure of. the mynyflrys and wykyd 
angellys of the deuylle vpbraydyn me with the ^^* ' 
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d anon they encrefyn my peynj's Sothely ther 
fnm of the bretheren of that place the whiche this man 
aforefeyde was prior and father to that were accendyd 
by zele of right wyfnes and feruor of relygyon and dyd 
alfo grete labur and dylygens that aUe inordinate 
fauois putte a fyde the puryte and honefle of her ordre 
myght be kepte And this y knewe was trouthe wher- 
fore y feyde to hym. Howe than was hit noyfyd fer 
and brode that many thyngys were wel refomiyd and 
amendyd before your ende in the place where ye were 
prior )f hit be nowe fchewyd yow fo mekyl euyl of 
hem that dwelle there yette. And thanne he feyde Trew 
hit ys as ye faye that mekyll thyng was correcte and 
amende more than yt was wonte to be before Neuer- 
theles of her amendement haue y no frute ne mede but 
alfo my peynys encrefj-ng becaufe y was ouer mekyl 
agenll her correccions and lefte y fchulde be correcte 
or tho thingys amendyd that be amendyd ful mekyl y 
lettyd Sothely y was affchamed of her opyn correccyon. 
but leife y baihyd to here hem ouer all fchamfuUy 
dyffamyd- Ttewiy her condycyons were fo frowaid 
and obftynate that vtwardly y hadde wende they had 
be incorrj^ble and what fum euer ys belcuyd to be 
done ther fore amendment, but yf the meruaylons 
power and myght of god helpe. hyt wyl be broughte 
done ageyne to noughte Alas alas why dyd y beleue 
euer to feclie confels. Alas that euer y faujrde and 
magnyfyde feche perTons by the whiche y dyd fo offende 
the mageile of god fo to let hem haue her wylle to doo 
what they wolde. Sothely foure perfons there byn 
and tolde me her namys that y fchulde feye to hem. 
but yf they fone do to god. euynworthy peuaunce for 
her curfyd dedys and confels. by the whiche they 
haue lolie hem felfe and other alfo the whiche haue 
done after hem they fchalle haue the indycyble and 
euerlaflyng tormentys of helle And trewly yf they 
dyd penauns and latiflkccion tyl domya daye they 
ffiulde thynke hit but lytyl in to the recompenfacyon 
~ ' 1 expyacyon of the ^ete and longe fchrewdenes 
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and curfydnes by the whiche they haue broiighte me 
to this peyn)rs that y am in nowe and with her wyckyd- 
nes they haue al mofle enfecte and cumbrid alle the 
howfe. Sothely onethys or Htil any tyme tho foure 
perfons y wulde difplefe but y was inclynyd and bowyd 
to let hem do what they wolde Alfo fewe ther ben of 
al the couent that for me and for myn helping. Fully 
haue done and feyde the meffys and pfalmys ^vyth 
other foffragys and prayers, the whiche of dewty they 
fchulde feye and do for me according to oure relygyon 
And many of hem for whome y am now in fore peynys 
haue done none of thefe thingys yet for me. therfore 
what for forowe and drede that y haue of thefe prefent 
tormentys. y am peynde on euery fyde Seche thinhys 
fawe y aboute this prior and this wyfe he fpake to me 
as hit ys aboue reherfyd. 



C &f an antred t^at fit satoe anS 6nctoe in ftit 
same plate* C CTaocxtoitf 

Knewe alfo a certen ancreffe the whiche was 
of agode and honefle conuerfacyon whome 
gretely y louyd and y fawe her ther : as 
fche had comme late fro the world. Trewly 
fche was (lable and (ledfafle in contyn- 
auns and feyre of beholdyng. home the laborus weye 
that fche had gon a lytyl had wxryde. and with the 
peynys of fyre that other were inuoluyd here and there 
fche was ofte tymes tochyd and fum what brente. But 
(he ful lytyl counted hyt and haftyd her fpedly gretly 
profeting on the iomey that goyth to paradyfe. and 
this whan y fawe y take god to record y had wende 
hyt had be fum fantefy and as hit had be a dreme for 
y beleuyd in no wife that fche was ded Than feyd y 
vnto my felfe. Y trowe that the merytorye leuyng of 
this ancres and feruaunte of cryfle fo ys fchewde to me 
by ymagynacyon. for trewly fche that ys yette alyue in 
her bodye may not be here. Sothely the thirde daye 




r that y was cum to my felle ageyne a certen ney- 
bur of hems was here that y fpake with and prayde 
hym to grete her wele on my worde. and al fo that 
fche wylle whytlafe to pray for me. Than he feyde 
Praye ye alfo for her our good frende for ye fcalle vn- 
dyrilande that fche ys difcefte and pafte to god. 
Veryly y merueylyd gretly at hys feying And than 
firfl y beleuyd that hyt was trewe that y fawe of her in 
the firll place of purgatorye Forthemiore this generall 
coodicyon of alle folk that deyon. y knowe there 
opynly. tliat alle pepule the wliiche be ordende to 
perceue refle and blyffe before the daye of dome, 
hadde euermore fro the firfl, howre of her dethe her 
peynys leife and lelTe. But yf hyt were fo. that any 
of hem had lefte to other tiiat leuyd after by euyl 
exampulle occafyon of fyrme the whiche ryghtwyfly 
they myght \vyte hit hem that dyd fo before, and 
whyle they dede no fatilTaccion to god for hit before 
her deth, wherby feche occafyon of fynning lefle to 
Other fchulde haue be forgeuyn hem alfo they yat 
greuyfly offendyd by the whiche they deferuyd euer- 
lafling dampnacion begunne to goo fro ful bittyr 
peynys to wars and fo by fucceding of her peynys 
dayly her tormentys befyly encrefyn yat euery day folo- 
ing is more greuoffor to hum then was the daye before. 

€ (!9f n rcrtett ibiaslgD;p ftfut iom ttiere also. 
Q xxix 

I certen biCfhop y knew there in peynys the 
whiche onys y fawe and he was bore in 
ihys ground of ingionde and had hys by- 
lliopriche be yonde fee. Trewely he 
deyed thys feme yere abowte the fefle of 
feyni Myghel the archangel. For than yknewe opynly 
the daye of his paffyng but nowe hit is fallyn out of 
my mynde the whiche that tyme was occupyed abotite 
many thingys that y fawe. Sothely innumerabulle 
th)Tigys there were the whiche y dyd not wele note 
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nether cowde weie kepe in ruy mynde all thj-ngys tl.._ 
y had notyd, Trewely the Cime man the wluche tolde 
me of the pafTyng of the ancres as hyt ys feyde in the 
nest chaptur before told me alfo of the pafling of this 
byflhoppe but he knew not what tyme. Trewely an- 
othyr yong man. the whiche was cofyn and alye to the 
fame byfOioppe. and aUb in feruyce with hym whenne 
he leuyd cam home ageyn to his countrey of inglonde 
and brought certen worde to the todyr man that tolde 
me that the forfeyde byflhoppe was dede Trewly y 
lawe this b)^'ihoppe al mofle contynualy brennyng in 
Samys of fyre and moile be caufe of his vycj-us leuing 
tiiat he leuyd in his youthe aifo he was torment in 
other innumerable wyfj'S and be caufe y fawe fum 
fpecyal thinge aboute him y thought to remembre and 
fpecially to fpeke of him Sothelyas he brende befyly 
in fyre he had euer more a ful honeft clothe apon 
him there the whiche not only was hurte by the fyre 
but alfo yt was yldyn and made by the fyre more 
feyrer and femlyor than hit was afore Thanne fent 
Nycholas declared to me the reafonof thysmeruaylous 
ihyng and feyde Thys preuylege he gate to hym 
whenne he leuyd. by a good dede the whiche he vfyd 
to doo And this hit was Euermore he hadde com- 
panion on powre pepujle that were nakyd and ful 
lyberally he vfyd to releue hem of that nede wherfore 
his clothyng fchalle neuer lacke feycrnes. tyi that he 
haue fulfylled his penauns and take of ^od the flole q^^H 
euerla(l)^g ioye and blyfl'e. d^H 

C fflf a ttrtm tooman l^e to^ijcfte toas a pore 
manni'fl toyfe. C CCa xxx 

womanalfo that was a poure mannyswyf dyde 
this laile yere with her hufbond the whiche 
was weie condiclonde and in mony thyngj's 
ful weie dyfpofyd. Sche was fum tijtne. 
ryght famylya.T\7 \ie\Q\j-5i ol -to^Vstos^ 
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ful gladly y behylde there in lyghte peynys. in t 
paiyfoD of other fwiftely goyng forthe to the grete mede 
and worfchippe of heuynly ioyes. Trewcly in thys 
that fche vfyd inpacyently to ftolde and vpbrayde hem 
that dyd her wronge and enmyte and in her herte 
hylde rancour and fowemes agenfle hem. fche gretely 
offendyd and thetfore fche hadde fofryd peynys. Ne- 
uertheles thys vyfe was to her inuyncyble by caufe of 
her impeifeccyon and euer fche hatyd hyt and often 
tynies wepte that fche coude not ouercome hyL wher- 
fore fche hadde the foner forgeuenes of that fynne. 
Sothely fche was in her ]>rayers ful deuoute and wele 
difpofyd to almys dedys and hofj)ytalte more than fche 
might wele do of her owne godys And before her 
dethe by long fekenes that fche had fche was prouid 
and clenfyd as gold ys in a fomes by the whyche 
al mofte fche hadde cade fro her the fcurfe and the 
hardenes of her fynnys. Forthirmore fiilfeldyn hyt is 
in this dayes in the whyche. al mofle the condicions 
of alle men gone oute of kynde. for the pure and clere 
fymplycyte and innocentnes of the very chirce of god. 
that any man leuyng- in thys lyfe kepyth or rekeuerythe 
fully the equyte and puryte of the holy gofpelle. the 
whyche tyle a man fulfylle he may not dwelle in 
heuynly placys uethyr fchalle rede in the mownte and 
hille of paradyfe of ioye and blyffe. wherfore what fum 
euer thynge of fynne and vncleneffe contrarye to 
equite and ryghtivyfnes cleuyth and redyth on the 
fowiys that paffyii hens out of thia world hit fhalbe 
purged in a noUiir world and fo by her penauns the 
weye and pathe of a ioyful redyng flialbe fchewyd to 
hem that be purged and clenfyd. and fo ihenne in 
placys of rede the entring of heuyn and euerlading 
bliffe ful largely fhalbe oppynd to tho foulys for the 
perfette defyre that they dial haue ther to fe god 
Sothly this only mud be takyn of tho f>-nnys whiche 
by her light qualite or els by confeffyon and fcitiffaccion 
don for heia be granted of god to be changyd and 
contyd among venyal fynnys. ^or as XomOmq^ ^iva 
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^ Mndrjug here and there were greuyfly cade and 
throwe fro one place to anothir by die whiche her 
lymmys were fore hurte amonge hem Telfe Alfo they 
tJiat fpake wordis of reboudye the whiche founned 
onclenelie or other wife a^enft the honelle of re]ygyon 
were ponyfilile diere almofle as fore as for dedly 
fynnys. Alfoo who fum euer brake any vowys made 
to god or to hys feyntys fpecyally in tyme of drede 
and perylle for her heipe and delyuerans And after- 
ward fucrte lakyn of the faraevowe fofrj-d inellymable 
tormentys. 



C ®f a trrtcn &nitgl)t tidal tra&e a bobie C xxxli 

iMonge hem that brake her von-ys y fawe a 
yong knyght brennyng in the myddys of 
fyre whome y knewe fumtyme fill wele 
And as y enqiiyred of him why he was 
l>utte in fo grete peynes. thys he tolde 
me. My lyfe he feyde that y leuyd was but baren 
and vayne and alfo vycyous For y was infolent and 
nyfe in pryde and elacyon and foule and vnclene by 
the vyce of lecherye. not withftonding for thys y am 
nowe fpecyally ponyflit by caufe y cafle aweye fro me 
the fygne of the holy croiTe the whyche y hadde t&kyn 
apone me in a vowe that y made to goo to the hoiy 
loud howe be yt that y toke the erode not for deuo- 
cyon but for vayne glorye the whiche y loued to haue 
hadde of the !orde yat y feruyd. Trewely euery n^ht 
y labur In going as mekyl as y maye to make an ende 
of that pilgremage. But what for febulnes of flrenthe 
and contraryufnes of the wedyr and alfo fcharpnes of 
the waye y am lettyd gretly that onethe y may goo at 
on tyme a full lytyl dayes ioumey Sothely whenne 
the mornyng hegyiinyth. fleyn to me wykyd fpirytys 
beyng wodde yn al cruelnes. and drawyn me ageyne. 
to the place of my peynys. where euer more al the 
dajs tyme y am gretly peynde yn fyrc. 
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wylh a certen amendement of leffur dyffefe thawght hyt 
be lytyL And ageyne when nyghte comythe. y. am 
reftoryd to the place where y lefte lafle my ioumey. 
and fo y go forflie on my pylgrimage. and when the 
nuHnyng ys cumme y am drnwyn ageyne and cafle to 
peynjrs. And al that haue vowyd to go to the holy 
londe. and aftyr dyd cafte fro hem her croffe. and 
whent not dedyr. yn lyke wyfe as y go. they be com- 
pellyd to do her pylgrymage. fo yf they may haue the 
grace of god yn her lafte ende to repente hem. as y 
had to repente me for brekyng of my vowe. and than 
by the holfum remedy of confeflion thys fynne yat was 
dedly fjmne may be changed to a venyal fynne Othyr 
wyfe al that breke that lame vowe. be put to etemalle 
dampnacion. 



Q SII0O Of mot^tv fxfxs^t* C ff a xxxiii 

[N other knyght alfo the whiche welle dyde 
and pafle to god a x yere a gon y fawe 
and knew there. This knyght that tyme 
the whyche y lawe hym had ouercome 
alle his grete pe)niys that he had fofryd 
before And therfore y fey he dyd wele For by that 
fpace of penans he wente wele toward the ioys of para- 
d)d'e. Sothely he bare there on hys fyfle a lytyll 
byrdde lyke a fparhauke. Alfo in hys lyfe aboue alle 
men that were of that countreye the whiche he dwellyd 
in gaue gladly and lyberally to all pore pepul that 
came to hym hofpytalyte. Trewely his wyfe dide 
afore him almofle a xxx wyntyr after hoys dethe he 
leuyd continent and chafle. in a wydwardys lyfe 
redy and benyuolente to alle men whilys he leuyd 
And gretely merueylde why he yat was fo honefle of 
leuyng and wele condycyonde in h}^ demening had 
not yette perceiuyd fully refte and ioye. Than he 
feyde to me that hit was not too be menieylyde. For 
why whenne he leuyd he mighte ofle ofecAfcxa.v' 
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ys. fpeciaJj' by cauft; that in hys youthe and C^^^| 
le. he was norifhie and broughte vppe delycate^^^ 
and what for felifhyppe and hys yowthe. was drawyn 
to many noyfliil thyngys of the whiche he kowde not 
fully be purgyd and made clene in worldly conuerfa- 
cyon. where he mulle confomie hym to the maners 
and behauyng of hem yat he dwellyd amonge. Sothely 
he complaynde that the hauke the whiche he bare on 
hys fyfte. paynfully tare his hande with her byile and 
fcharpe cleys This tedeufnes of peyne. he fofryd as 
he feyde bycawfc that in haukyng the whiche he vfyd 
alle the tyme of hys lyfe. gretely delytyd to fee the 
haukya whenne they flowe bowe they toke other 
byrddys. The whiche haukyng he lefte not in hys 
aage. nethyr there of had any compunccyon. For he 
knewe not that feche a thing were any fynne. Many 
other thingis alfo y (awe and behylde in this firfle 
place of purgatorye. e. as wele aboutc hem that y 
knewe, as aboute other bothe of men and women of 
alle degreys and profeflyons of the whiche eueiyche 
on of hem were ponyfhte in peynys innumerable, fill 
fcharpe and bytterly. as y haue fchorlelyaboue feyde. vn- 
deracertengeneralyte.wherforethefefewethingysfeyde 
now of many thingys. be fuffycyaunC here at this tyme. 

C ®f tfio pnrsona tfiat i}t ealue in ttic (fecunU 
jplace of purgatorjE. C Ca xxxiixf 

Owe of tho thingj's the whiche y fawe and 

notyd in the ft'cond place of purgatoiye 

fum what y wylle fchewe and declare to 

yow Sothely in this fecund place y fewe 

and knewe many mo that were fum tyme 

of myne acquentanfe. than y dyd in any other place 

fore wepyng and forowyng in her peynys her f3ainys 

by the whiche they had brokyn owre lordys com- 

maimdraenlys wherfore they were alyenate and made 

e fro liis famylyare knowledge. 
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C &t HI h^M^opp^n gat g fonOe t^tvt. 

C Caxxxb 

[Hre byflhoppys that y knewe wele fum tyme 
I lawe there ftraytely bownde wyth fyrye 
chaynys oftyn tymes. tiimyng and walowyng 
fill m)rferabully. now yn gret fyre. and now 
301 fcharpe (lormys of hayle and fiiow and 
whyrle wyndys. and aft)Tward yn a fowle (lynkyng 
ponde of blacke watyr. Trewly they were ponyfht 
dyuerfly. not fer from othyr. And on of hem was 
more bytterly torment than tothyr were and that was 
by caufe he vfyd yn hys lyfe to fytte amonge feeler 
iugys. yn place and tyme of pledyng and ther 301. he 
toke a grete plefm^e and delyte and oftyn tymes he 
was. to many that pledyd her caufis of god confciens 
a vyolent oppreffur agenfl ryghtewefenes. and therfore 
he compleynyd whyt an opyn mowthe that hys tonge 
contynnally brende 301 flamys of fyre. And as he was 
nowbrennyng ynfyreandnow wete. Andflyftelyfroryn 
[fliffly frofen?] yn fnow and frofle. and nowyn a (lynk- 
yng ponde. and now fowle ouerkeuryde yn fenne and 
plutte. hys tonge euermore conteynuyd yn brennyng 
fyre. The tothyr of hem othyr whyles neglygently 
brake hys chaflyte. the whyche dede fpecialy yn a 
byfhoppe. was ouerfowle and abhomynable. and ther- 
fore was he drownde oftyn tymes yn the fowle and 
flynking ponde. that lythe betwene the gret hete and 
colde as hyt ys feyde before Sothly a fore hys dethe 
he lefte the honowre and dignyte of hys byfhoprye. 
and toke apori hym the meke habette of a monke. the 
whyche gretly helpyd hym. amonge othyr dedys of 
fatyfTaccion. And al that fo done, grete good and 
profette ther of cummyth to hem For al they fpecialy 
be holpyn by the meritys and prayers of the holy 
feyntys. the whiche vfid afore the fame habette and 
alio ben knowyn and markid to rife \^pe ageyne in the 
ordyr of hem the whiche when they leuyd h 
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flirardly lefte this worWe or els at her lafte ende in ful 
deuocyon forfoke this world. The thiide of thefe 
byihopys grelly detyled in worldly worfchippe and 
vayne glorye. For the whiche fynne he was ofte 
tymys bore vp an hye in ful hye Tpyrytys of flamys of 
fyre. and by caufe he fiUe fro the !oue of god by feche 
fynne vnto the cooide of worldly flowfulnes. he was 
leOe done brenning to the greuys cooide that was on 
the todyr fyde of the fyre. and be caufe of the comyn 
euyl and peynys that thes thre ware in. was for tiie 
neglygens of foulys the whiche they had cure of and 
for the grct carke that they had of her riches and de- 
rpexion of pore pepul for flatering of princys and 
inioderate carke of her kynnefolke. and as y may 
Ihortly conclude many thyngys in fewe wordys eueiych 
on of hem fought after tho thingys that was to him 
lelfe and not tho thingys that longyth to our lorde 
ihefu criiVe And the general euyll of thefe and many 
other prelatys that y lawe was the negligens of her 
office deleciacion of worldly worfchippe and dyffymu- 
lacyon of her charge, and In alle tiiefe thingys ful 
heudy they forowyd by caufe they myfufyd her powre 
tliat they had vndyr god to the grete hurte of hem 
felfe and to the perdicion of her fogettys and therfore 
the peynys of al feche prelatys were dayly encrefyd 
more and more as y haue tolde before of a certen 
prior that what futa euer her frendys that leuyd in the 
worlde dyd for hem as in melTys aJmyfdede and feche 
other thingis by the whiche her peynys fhold be leflyd 
dayly her greuys peynys were encrefyd for the fynful 
leuyng of hem the whiche they dedly fauerd and 
brought vp in her vicys orels be caufe they dyd not 
correcte hem in dewe forme as yt longeth to her offyce 
wherfore al they yat for feche caufys fofrid peynys 
gretly douted of her faluacion and were almofte in 
defpacion So thly ther is no thing fo greuys to hem 
that be in peynys as the oncerlente of her delyuerans 
and alfo ther ys no thing that fo raekyl fwagyth tiie 
fV/S and foTOvrys of other as dotUe a -vevu Koipft i 
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feytliefiill trufte the wyicbe they kncive and haiie t^^| 
oure lordys tnercye to be delyueryd, and they that 
were certeyn to haue an ende of her peynys and were 
Dot bonde to the certente of dampnacion. yat fame 
certcnte was to hem a ful grete folace and conforte 
For as touching the euyl and hurte of defpacion as 
inekyl as y can confider and remembre me after tho 
ihingys that y iawe there hyt greuyth difefyth and 
tormentyth tho foulys that haue iiit more than al othti£.,H 
peynys done. 'i^M 

C &t an axt^tbs^&i)opfft of cantmiicr}) ^| 

Jl fawe alfo befyde tliefe aboue feyde a cer- 
3 ■ ten perfon that fumtyme was of grete 
name and fame the whiche after the meke 
conuerfacion of monkys relygyon that he 
kiiyd in before in the whiche he had leuid 
ftildcuuutcly asinbodelypenaunsin holy medytadons 
and many other vertues right excellently and at the lafl 
he was promotyd and made archebiihope of canturbery 
and primate of inglonde But alas for forow for trewly 
the more therby he grewe in the fight of the pepul fo 
mekyl he had fal and decrefyd in the fight of god the 
whidie behilde him inwardly and the fandet had endid 
his life yef he had not be holpe by the mercy of god 
and the nieryt>'S of his good leuyng afore by the whiche 
when he was in relygyon a monke ful wele in good 
pmpofe and labore acceptable to god he had plefyd 
oure lorde Sothely when he was bifihope of cantur- 
bery and alfo fpecyaly fill excellent in conning fill lityl 
hede he toke to his cure, and to the goRely helthe of 
the peple For he onwylyly promoted ful onworthy 
perfons to beneficys of the chirche. and alfo he drcdde 
and was afchamyd to execute the lawe for difpleafing 
the king by hoys fauor hit femyd he cam to that dig- 
nite Alfo he ftudyd and thought by a colur of fymu- 
lacyoD odjT wife then he fctiuide \.o tadVis. \\t=» 'iSv'i 



whiche he knew were a.genfle his promoting of the 
byflioprye and dignite that he had In thefe thiogys 
and feche other, he had gretiy offendyd. Alfo in this 
he was more to be blamid and more offendyd yat he 
hyd aod kepte clofe fill onprofetably the auctorile of 
relygyon and wyidom that he had fro hem of home he 
was fill excellently named and to home he might ful 
gretiy haue profet and ho fum euer fo do they be 
ordende to ful grete peynis. for they be a fclaunder 
to the chirche of god while they plucke not vppe and 
diftrey the welcyd leuing and rotyd wyfys the whiche 
be fowyn in the hertys and conueriacion of the peple 
of god yat they haue cure and charge of nethir be 
aboute by her office to edifie and plante in her fogettys 
the nobiilnes and condicions of vertu and honeile no 
more than other that lacke bothe holynes and gode 
vnderilanding Neuertheles our Jorde fechyth afwel of 
hem [hat had no conning in feche thingis as theyfhuld 
haue had for to be hedys of the peple as of other the 
whiche had connyng and vnderlloading how be it yat 
they had hit but bareniy and tumith hit to the more 
tormentys and peynys of hem bothe Alfo for the opyn 
and foule onchalle leuing of priftys and clarkys 
biflioppis nowe a dayis ful gretiy perithe be caufe they 
correcte not fo grete a fynne the whiche is a ful grete 
iniurye and wrong to the heuynly facramentys of holy 
chirche. for in thoo blelTyd facramentys al the lyfe and 
helpe of cr5^yn peple is conteynyd the whiche as 
mekyi as is in hem. be not afchamyd to defoule when 
they be right foule and pollutyd Sothly of the negli- 
gens of denys of archedekons and of other officers 
mony thingis y faw the whiche y leue out to tel and 
how by her confenting and fimulacyon and for taking 
geftys and mennys perfons al the (late of ctyftyndome 
almoile ys ouercome and fubuertyd For this ys 
opynly fhewyd in the werkys and condicions of hem 
that now leuyn Alfo the diffolucyon and floufulnesof 
feche perfons yat Ihulde haue a zele and a loue to thft - 
pc/j/e o/god re(iuer}'th anda.fliv*-^^^^"^*^'^™^''' ' 
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afwel to the clergy as to the laye folke and mofl to 
hem felfe and to her auctors Trewly for thefe thingis 
and many other inumerable in this wife the forfeyde 
archebifhoppe laborde in gret peynys vnder greuys 
complayning Sothly he was wel holpen there by the 
gloryus martir and archebifhoppe of englonde fent 
thomas of canturbery home he had gotyn to him there 
a fpecial patron and helper becaufe when he went to 
the holy londe a pilgrymage in his lyfe tyme he hord- 
ende there an hofpitalle for pilgrimmys and intytylde hit 
in the name of fente thomas to the gret fokyr and con- 
forte of cryflyn pylgryms. Trewely this dede y knew firfl 
in purgatory when y faw the forfeyd biflhop in fore 
peynys but yeflerday y enquered therof yf hit were 
trew. and a certen perfon a religius man told me how 
yt was ordende and begunne Forthyr more gretly hit 
profet him the labur yat he had when he went on pil- 
gremage to ierufalem where he made yat place. Alfo 
many pryflys that by the grace of god lefte her vycyus 
leuing of onchaflyte in very contricion of herte with 
confeffion of mouth when they leuyd and be caufe they 
had not do penans fufficiently y faw hem torment in 
innumerable peynys Trewly then y thoughte to my 
felfe yat ful few pryflys were ther fonde of the gret 
nombre yat is of hem in al the world, that had deferuyd 
peynis after her dethe for breking her chaflyte. and to 
thys hit was fo anfward Therfor ful few ben here tor- 
ment of the nombre of feche perfons for onethe it 
is feldynne fey yat any man of hem were very penitent 
and contrite while they leuyd for her fynnys. wherfore 
hit ys no doute but yat the grete multytude of hem 
byn vtwardly dampde Sothly in al this vifyon y faw 
no man that vtwardly hadd lode hope of faluacion 
nethir yat was in certente of eternal dampnacion. 
Neuertheles fome yat were in greuys peynys had no 
knoulege when they fhulde be fauyd and yat was mofl 
peynful to hem. And fome that were in peynys knew 
a certente of her delyuerans and that was to hem a 
grete folace as hit ys here feyde aboM^. 

F 




C ^ tttttn Vtnniption of Diurrft fiatnlT 

ptfU anC of dtr pceiiys. C Ca j;n-\)ii 

I't were to longe and oute of meturc yefie y 
fchulde rcherfe by name al tho perfons 
the whichu y fawe and knew there of all 
condicions of all degreys and of all ordera 
Alfo yef y fchulde fey or be aboute to 
fthew and declare fynglcrly the peynys and tormentys 
of eiiery fyngler ciyme like as hit was fthewde to me 
at that tyme hit wulde be ouer ledufe and weriful to 
the redder therof. For ther ys no fynne wretyn in 
holy fcripture but ther ys ordeode in tho placys certen 
peynis to al that be doers of hem T[he]refore y leue 
oute and pas by menfleers auowtres fornicators. lyers 
and forfwerers glotynera trayturs couetyfe folke. proude 
pepul enuyus pepul. fclaunderers hateful peple and a 
thoiiland mo of this wyfe to home all ys ordende ther 
f)-nglerly ful grete peynes and greuys And ho may tel 
of al tbefe thingys when they yat were good religyus 
men fofred fid fore and greuys peynys only by caufe 
they delyted and toke a plefure of the feyemes of her 
handys and longe fingers Alfo weyfaring men yat were 
llayne of theuys in her iomay y (aw hem ponyfhte for 
her fynnj-s in an yefy wife Theuys alfo of home hit is 
not to be lefte oute in no wife that were for her fynnys 
iugit to han[g]ing in this world and were only confefle 
to aprille orels opynly yatmoflehelpith of her wykydnes 
and euyl dedys in very trew contricion of herte and fo 
anon toke her delhe paciently forgeuiog with herte al 
her enemyes and al maner wrongys and trefpaflys done 
to hem and alfoo her dethe in remylTyon of al her 
(ynnys y faw al feche with a fpecial certen woifchipfijl- 
nes put to ful fofte and efy peynys Alfo other that 
were ponylhle and hangj-d lyke wyfe for thefte and other 
myfdedys and wulde not opynly confefTe her fynnys in 
lyme of her dethe but hoping by frauds and difceyte 
^fhergodely eamy the deuyl to fcaiie harmles at tb^^ 
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tyiiie for the denying and excufing her fynnys how be 
hit that they purpofyd in her herte to be confefle to a 
prifle of hem afterward and to do for hem condigne 
penans and alfo vtwardly to leue hem yef they coude 
haue and opteyne fpace therto as they hopid and yet 
coude not haue hit but fchulde deye and than in the 
lafle ende of her lyfe mekely befought god and his holy 
feyntys of mercy and helpe. al feche were ful greuylly 
torment in peynys for her fynnys Not withllonding 
nethir thefe had lofle hope of mercy and forgeuenes. 
Neuertheles they were gyuyd in fyry feturs and hangyd 
vp in the myddys of fyre on gybbettis home the cruel 
tormentours and fyndys alto bete and brake with fcorgys 
and forkys and vpbrayde hem of crymys and fynnys 
with grete fcomys and mockys. 



ley that were pofynners and pofynyd folke 
and alfo wemen that hadde cafle awey 
and forfake her babys the whiche they 
had bore or had flayne hem or ellys by 
her curfyd crafte had caufyd hem to be 
bore afore her tyme. I fawe fuche perfons by full ofte 
betyngys and abrafyng of naylys alto toryn And alfo 
they were compellyd to drinke dyuers metals as bras 
and ledde multyn by f)n*e and medylde with full flink- 
inge thingys the whiche brente her inward bowels and 
fo went greuyfly thorow hem. and when it was out hit 
was brought to hem to drinke ageyne. Trewly certen 
grete monflurs of creping beflis with horrabul and gafl- 
ful harmys cleppyd feche wemen : and flykyd her naylys 
fill depe in her neckys and fydys and hauyng at her 
breftys fokyd her pappys with her venummys mouthe 
and alto gnew hem with her curfyd tethe 




€ ^f tiMttmti also. 
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H5tirers alfo y fawe howe they were dround 
in gret hepys lyke hyllys of breniiing 
money complayning vrmi grete forowe and 
wayling by cawfe they quenchyd not in 
hem when they leuyd in thys worlds the 
L'liyl flame and f)Tme of coiietyfe. 



C ®f {pgntuusfl oute of rrligfon. 
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leligyous perfons that were fugytyiij-s that is 
to fey that ranne cute of her order by the 
whiche they had bonde hern felf to the 
feruice of god and after tumid ageyne to 
the worlde and gaue hem to wordely leu- 
ing. as a dogge yat tumith ageyn to his voraet fo 
gretely they were there finyt with peynys yat y can in 
no wife tell nethir declare her tormenlis. and onethe 
ful bitter repentans and confeflion at her lalle ende 
fauyd feche perfons otherwhile fro euerlafling damp- 
nacion Neuertheles her apollafye was ful long 
and greuyfly ponylhte. 



C ®f a cctten &sn& of InglottO 



tya^y 



C ra xK 



HVt what fchal y fey of a certen pryuce and 

fum tyme king of englond yat y fawe the 

whyche in his lyfe was ful myghty araonge 

al the princys of Lhys world. Sothely he 

was on euery fyde preffyd and peynyd. 

n myght fey of hem as feint iohan the euange- 

lytle feythe yn hys apocalyps thys wyfe Quantum fe 

diiatauit. et in dtlicijs fiiit. tantnm daiur a iormentitm 

et liictiim. Thatys to fey how mekyl he dydde exlende 

d magnifyde hem felfe and was in. OT\\eM iMft.-js and 
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delytys. fo mekyl geue ye to hym torment and heuynes. 
how ys that may concede 301 mynde what gret peynys 
al hys body and lymmys were fmytte wythe He fate 
apon an horfe. that blewe owte of her mowthe and nofe 
a flame blacke as pycche. medylde whyt a fmoke and 
ftenche of helle. yn to the greuys torment of hym that 
late aboue. the whyche was armyd at al pecys as lie 
fchulde haue gone to batelle Trewly the armyr that 
he were, was to hym intollerabul peyne for they were 
as bryght brennjoig yime ys* when hyt ys betyn whyt 
hamers and finytySi owte fyry fparclys by the whyche 
he was wyth ynforthe al to brende and whyt owte 
forthe the lame armyr brende yn ful gret hete. and 
ladyd hym that ware h)nii wyth ful fore borhtyn. Alfo 
as tochyng hys helme hys Ihylde. and hys haburgyn. 
and hys legge hames y leue owte. for by the brennyng 
hete and peyfe of hem al. howe mekyl he was peynyd 
no man can telle Sothely he wulde haue geuyn allc 
the world yf hit might haue be fo that he might haue 
be delyueryd fro on fpurre with the whiche he was 
compeUid to llere his wrechid hors to renne wherby 
oftjni times he fylle down hedlong Alfo the fadyle yat 
he late in was llekyd thorow on bothe the fydys with 
fyrye brochys and naylis the which was a galleful fight 
for any man to beholde. and the maw and inwarde 
bowels of him yat late in the ladelle were fore fmyt 
thorow by the fcharpnes of tho brochys and naylys. 
and this cruelly was he ponylhte for the onrighlful 
fcheding of mennys blode and for the foule fynne of 
auowtrye yat he vfyd In thys too thingys he dedly 
oflfendyd ofte tymys and tho cruel tormentours wykyd 
fyndis fill gretly with derilions and fcomys vpbraydyd 
him becaufe he wuld be auengid on men yat flew his ven- 
eryas harte andhyndeboockeand do and fcche other the 
whiche by the law of kinde ought to be flayne to euer>' 
man and therfore fum of hem he jjutte to dethe or els 
cruelly wulde mayme him. and for al thys he dyd neuer 
but lytyl penance as long as he leuyd Alfo ful myfer- 
ably he comp/aynde yat nethir \\\s toixiiY^ TweJCcat \i> 
freodys the whiche he lefte alyue and to \iacQt\«^ 
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gotjTi mekyl lemporal godys dyd or fdiewyd for I ^ 
any thing after hia deth for his helpe and releuyng 
No ihing he feyde my fonnys and frendys haue done 
for mc in Ihefe peynys Alas lo y haue lode alle my 
laliur and befyiies that y haue done ydylly to make 
myne heiers riche and mighty Alas for the falfe and 
deceuabul flatring of pe]iul and now what haue they 
brought or done for me vnhappy to home y gate and 
gedirde fo mekyl trefur and riehes and to whome y 
gane fo many rentys and pofltfTions and for home fo 
gretly y offenrlyd god while y leuyd and now y am 
dedde non of hem doyth any thing for me Trewly y 
faw him fumwhat efyd and rcleuyd of his pejTiys only 
by tlie prayers of religious men. to home in his life for 
god he was full benyuolent oftyn tymes. and therby y 
vndirllode fpecyally that he hopyd to be fauyd. For- 
thermore beiyde al thefe thingys aboue feyde ful 
greuyfly he forowyd and was peynde, for by caufe he 
opprellyd diuers tymes the pepul with ondue taxys. 

(I C){ a lij}S9l|0))t)e nat Inaa ^txt fn jpriintte ann 

vti goO sljcbiti tnira'clus for \)m aXttx tiis irct^r. 

C ^a. xlii 

SOwe aa y remembre a liii yere agon a certen 
biflhoppe was chofe to be an archebyf- 
ihope but he was than haflely preuente 
of dethe and fo difcefle and lefte bothe 
Trewly this byfihoppe was inwardly in his 
2 lul wele difpofyd and religyudy. for he was pure 
and deuoute in herte and dene of body that by the 
vfe and weryng of a fcharpe herre and other dyuera 
penauns: tamyd wele his owne flefche. He conformyd 
hys face and chere as hit femyd mekyl after the behau- 
ing of feeler pepuL and to efchue and refufe the fauer 
of vayne glorye the whiche is euer prouyd an enmy to 
vertu he fliewid alwey in wordys and countenans glad- 
nes and iocundnes when he was withinforlh contrite 
in herte and in his affcccions Alfo his biflhop vyfd 
as itisfeyd be/bre to iJonyflh as we\\i.\sda'(Vj^ajA-is\>'5 
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the whiche in grete curys and harde thingys he had 
offendyd as he dyd other fynnys the whyche he had 
done in hys yong age by d)aiers chaftmentys and ofte 
wepyngs. Alfo in hys office of byflhoppery. he had 
offendyd greuylly in mony thingys by hys neglygens as 
other byffhoppys dyd of home y haue made mencyon 
aboue. Of this Byiflioppe y harde nowe opynly by the 
feyng of many folke. that by hym myraclys were fchewed 
and done after hys dethe on feke pepull and febuU. And 
I fuppofe hyt ys trouthe that oure lord dyd worfchype 
hys feruaunte with feche benefettys to geue other ex- 
ample and vnd)rrflondyng. that he herde and clene 
leuyng the whyche he leuyd ynwardly. plefyd owre lord 
ful wele. the whyche beholdyth only mennys hertys. 
Sothely yet fownde y hem yn peynys remanyng to hjma 
wythowtyn dowte. ful grete mede and rewardys yn the 
euerlailing blyiTe of heuene And he that beleuythe not 
them the whyche byn yn the peynys of purgatory, fum 
tyme to doo myraclys yn thys world, let hem rede the iiii 
boke of the dyaloge of feynt gregory. and ther he fchal 
fee fuUyur an example of thys thyng. fchewyd and done at 
Rome of an holy man yat was callyd pafcafius a decon. 

t[ eta tttttn aiiiiatte* G Ca xliii 

Certen abbot that was wele and religyous 
dyfpofyd and a man of gret fobirnes deyde 
a X yere a goo. the whyche bequethyd at 
hys lafle ende to one of hys bretheren 
mekyl mony for to dele to the powre 
folke for the helpe of his fowle. Thenne this monke 
wyfyly and deuoutely fiilfylled the abbottys wille and 
gaue alle that money to the pore pepul and nedy And 
where he knewe any yat were colde and hungery or 
Imytte with fekenes and were bore of honelle folke 
and wele condicyonde and were fallyn to pouerte 
wherby they had not to bye her leuyng. and to begge 
they were afchamyd to feche he wulde opyn hys hnr^'^ 
after his powre and releue hem mt]tv lo^eXfe ^sl^ 
fcboys and clothys Alfo to arvcrys axv^X."^'^ 




nlde folke and to powre fcolers he gaue mekyi com- 
maunding hem al to praye deuoutely for the foule of 
him for whome that money was geuyn And alfo they 
dyd ful fpedly And whenne this trewe and feythfull 
monke had geuyn to pore peple aUe that was be takyn 
hym he fylle in to fekencs / by tlie whyclie long tyme 
he was wele prouyd and purgyd and dyfceile a foure 
yere a. goe and made a bleflyd ende. And bothe the 
foifeyde abbotte and the monke y fonde there in pur- 
gatorye Trewely the abbot was holdyn yette in fcharpe 
peynys and mofte by caufe that ful camaly and oner 
mekyl he louyd hys kynnys folke and alfo was to hem 
ouei large in geftys of the goodys of hys monafterye and 
fpende on hem mekyl more than was conuenyenttodo. 
Playniy that fame vyfe that ys to feyc carn^le loue to 
kynred more thanne ryght requyryth. full fore greuyth 
at mofte alle maner of peple that were profefte to holy 
relygyon in her lyfe. and alfo al them that were dyf- 
penfouis of holy chirche goodys as byflhopys byn and 
fuche other the whyche fpende hem probably in other 
vyfys than they fchulde. And as y gefe of hem them 
whiche waftyn the godys of the holy chyrche wherby 
they were made ryche in dyflblucyon of clothyng in vol- 
uptuous me tys and pompys of tha world fo fchalle they 
that vfyn fcarlly to her nede the godys that they haue 
ihaugh no thing of hyt be fpende in vanyte. ful flraytdy 
geue acomtys of fuche godys as they haue and kepe and 
remeynyth aboue her yede Sothely they fchuld firft 
geue of here goodys more largely to the pore pepulle 
of her parilhonfe and afterward by difcrecyon helpe 
her faders and moders as they nede alle fuperfluyle 
putte afyde and alfo releue other pore folke and fo de- 
ierue mede of god withoute any offenfe. For ther in 
purgatorye y knewe firll this rewle ordende to byflhop- 
pys and abbottys perfotis and vicars of the chirche the 
whyche can not be brokyn withoute grete vengns. And 
yere y fawe thefe thyngys fo ordend. full fer y thought 
odyr wyfe of hem. For y knewe afore that the maners 
and condycyons of feche prelatys were ferre fro hyt and 
odyr fvyie demenyd And alle that V-eue a.Ti4 'iviWN.e 
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this lawe and ordenans as ryght and reafon requyryth 
fchalle fo be rewardyd of god for hem as they hadde 
geuyn alle fuche godys of her owne propre patrynionye. 
Therfore thys Abbot afore feyde among fore and greuys 
peynys and tormentys hallyd hym toward the rede of 
paradyfe. And as he fawe and behylde the forfeyde 
monke hys brother the whiche was there in a certen 
parte befyde remouyd fro the greuys peynys and tor- 
mentys that were there, and ful lyghtly peynde in com- 
paryfon of hym bowde hym felfe oftyn tymes to the 
fame monke and thankyd hym with bothe hys handys 
for the grete charyte that he fchewyd for hym in the 
dyflrybucyon and delyng of the forfeyde money that 
he del)aieryd to hym And the monke fchewyd hym 
felfe to the abbot that behylde hym ful gracyous of 
fyghte and gladfum of chere For he was right feyre 
and fembly in whyte clothyng thawghe they were ref- 
perlle and had on hem a few fpottys And whenne y 
fawe thys y menieyled in my felfe. Thenne fente Ny- 
cholas yat hylde me by the hand tolde me this of hym. 
Knowyfl this monke that thou feyll. he feruyd and 
pleafyd god ful wele in hys lyfe wyth grete clennes of 
herte and chaflyte of bodye. and mekyl euyl the whiche 
fchulde haue be done in the place were he was he 
lettyd and was agenfle hyt For he was feruent in zele 
of ryghtwyfnes and hatyng euyl of herte wherfore many 
reproues oftyn tymes pacyentely he fofryd for the defenfe 
and honefle of his religion and fpecyaly of hem the 
whiche ware the habet of religyon apon hem for that 
entent that they myght dyflroye the vertuus leuing 
and conuerfacion of relygyon ful befyly feruyng not 
her fpiryte but the wrechidnes of her flefli and the 
worlde in the monafleriis of fpyritual and goftely leuing. 
And alas for forow for now by feche perfons the fpe- 
cyal worfchyppe and honoure that holy chirche was of 
before is almoft brought to nought whyle the muitytude 
of carnal and worldly men encrefyn aboue noumbre. 
home the fewnes of fpyrytuall men fofrvn chefv-- 
rather to dyiTymylle and not to Yxvcyw^ V^et ^- 
fo to re/le hem felfe than by Het \i\a.\xvycv.% ^ 



90 

ing (lere and moue agenfte hem the wrathe and trow- 
buUus ha(l)nies of fuche euyl dyfpofyd perfons And 
thaught they foo do yette they can not be fewer fro the 
fpyes and fraudys of hem And as fum tyme yfinael 
that was bore camaly purfewyd ylaac that was bore 
fpyr>'tualy that ys to feye by a fpyrytual promyfe of 
almighty god. lyke wyfe hyt is nowe. For carnal folke 
ben ful greuys to fpyrytuall pepul. be caufe they can 
not pemerte hem to her frawardnes Alfo many ther 
byn that gretely hyt ys to forowe the whyche in her 
leuyng begunne fpyrytualy. but by procefTe of tyme 
owther they be ouercumme by onflabulnes or els ben 
dyfceyuyd by fympylnes. and alfo they falle done fro 
her purpofe and begynnyng vnto the myferabul and 
wrechyd comipcyon and flowfulnes of this world, en- 
tyfyd and drawyn by the examplys and coimcelys of 
euyll dyfpofyd perfons. Trewly thefe grete hirtys of 
relygyous leuyng the whyche before in the tyme ot 
faders. ful nobly flowryd and fchone as an heuynly 
lyght. ful gretely beholdyth the Prelatys of holy chyrche 
in thys dayes. that knowen thys and defpyfen hyt. in 
fo mekyl that they vndyrflonde not hem felfe. that h)^ 
ys fo wyth hem They knewe veryly what thynge they 
be cum to. but they what thinge they fchulde haue 
cum to. becaufe yat they be cum to the lufle and ple- 
fure of thys world but they fchulde haue cum to the 
folowing of cryflys pouerte. and to the karke and dily- 
gente kepyng of her cure, that ys the pepul of god 
commytted to hem. And therfore that they feche and 
that they care. For that they be cum to and that they 
haue. The pepul of god they fede not but diilroye 
and hem perauenture that they haue tumyd fro ryhht- 
wyfnes they fleyn fpirytually and lefyn. for her con- 
formyng to hem not fhewyng hem felfe faders and 
paflors. but woluys and theuys. Trewely the promot- 
yng of fuche perfons kyngys and byfflioppys and other 
grete men procuron and gete. and her fogettys ful 
mekyl loke ther aftur not beyng rectors and faders. 
but peruerfours and deflroyers of her fowlys the whiche 
thynkyn that alle thynge that ys vndei Vv^m\}cvaxVjV>5\Jcv. 
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ys leuefulle. why by the rightwes iugemente oi guu 
byn remys trowbuld and chyrchys confowndyd and the 
Hate of erthely folke vtwardly fubuert>'d And for feche 
demenyng they be acurfyd of god the whyche fchulde 
be deuowt and meke interceffours to god bothe for hym 
that byn a lyne. and for hym that byn dede by hoys 
meritys and prayers, fpecialy the welfare of al cryll}Ti- 
dome myght be prefeniyd and encrefyd and al euyl 
fer put awey fro the pepul of god And whyle fent 
Nycholas complaynyd of feche thynghes and of many 
othyr )Ti thys wyfe. and remembryd alfo fome thyngys 
that were of grete conmiendacyon and laude of certen 
perfons. the whyche yn her tyme (lode ful manly yn 
feche perels. and ftrenthyd othyr fo to doo y law ful 
many on euery fyde me the whyche y knewe be fore 
fore holdyn 3m ful greuys peynys and tormentjs 
Trewly y lokyd mod apon hem that y knew a l}tyl 
be fore and louyd ryght fpecialy. 

C ®f an a&assise also. G ffa xltttf 




[F the whiche a certen worfchipful abbas was 
ther that blefTedly pafle thys lame yere 
owte fro thys world tawarde the euerlall- 
yng lyfe and ioys of heu}TL Sothely fche 
tolde me many thyngys bothe of her llate 
that fche was pafle and of her flate that fche was yn. 
alfo fche feyde many thingys to me the whyche j fchuice 
telle to her owne naturale fiflers that were ^-nde^ ce 
tytyl of virgynyte amonge othyr holy \-irgenis yn the 
fame monaflerye. that fche was abbas of by fome cenea 
tokyns of the whyche fome y wolde telle that ichu^de 
be to the herers of hem ful gracius and good but th?.- 
fche bade me telle hyt to no noth\T. fane to hem thzt 
fche conmiawndyd me Sche fe}de ah'o that fche hzihe 
refceuyd mekyl releuyng andhelpe of her p^eynys ty the 
deuowte prayers and p&lmys of her f}ile33 the leruan- 
tis of god tho home be fore fche was a fpirircal 
And fche commawndyd me to thaiike hsm. 
good dedys the whyche they bane ^on^^ %»^ 
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for the fofragys of ineflys and olhyr holy prayers that 
they haue golyn for her as they myghte of certen reli- 
gious perfoDs. And more ouer they haue made and 
ordende to be offerd to oure lord dayly wichoute any 
cefyng for me meffys and other deuoute prayers And 
therfocc lete him knowe withouten douCe that they 
fchalle haue theifore ful grele medt: and y alfo haue 
fcapyd ful fcarpe peynys. And yf they perfeuere as 
they haue begunne. fonc y hope to fcape the remnande 
of my pe>Ti>*s. Sclie tolde my alfo that gretely hyt 
helped her that before ihe was made abbas fche 
fcliewyd and behauyd her felfe with grete compaflyon 
ful mekely to fome of her fyiltrs llial were fore vexed 
wyih grete fekeneffe or temptacyon and ful ofte dyd 
alle maner of feruyce deuowteiy that were right foule 
and abiecle in the monafterye. 

C fit a. !<onac nonniie titat iotvt Ispwa C xVa 

rit-te were fche feyde on a tyme in owre 
place, it. yonge vyrgyns the whiche were 
ful fore infecte with the grete plage of 
lepur. And for afmoche that in many 
placys of her bodyes. the flefche was falle 
downe to the bonys and the Ikynne aboue. oftyn tymes 
horrably blyfler owte of bleynys. And alle my fyfters 
of owre monafl,er)'e lothyd alle mode, to fee or vyfyte 
hem or to toche hem but to me me thought and femyd 
ful! fwete. to haue and opteyne hem yn my lappe or 
holde hem in my harmys, and forthermore alfoo to wefle 
hem in balhys. and alfo to wype her fores wyth my 
fieuys, and they fill weie and gladly fofryd that pJage 
of iepur and lankyde god of that challement and 
dyffefe And fo deljtyd hem yn hyt as they had ref- 
ceyued of hym gracius gyflys of diners omamentys 
And where alytyl whyle agon, they were peynyd yn 
the worlde by a longe martyrdome. now ful bleiTydly 
they foiowyn the heuenly lambe her fpowfe ihefu cryfte 
wyhtowtyn aoy fpotte wher fum euer he goo. And for 
"* fpety and charyte that y had and fc\\<iNv^4 \.tj \\eKi 




93 

yn her nede y haue euermore had yn al my peynys. a 
fwyfte refrefchyng and releuyng of helpe. Alfo many 
othyr thyngys the fame abbas tolde me amonge the 
whyche fche complaynyd that for on thyng that (he 
dyd Ihe had fofryd fore peynys and that was by caufe. 
neglygently fche lefte a certen chylde a yonge fcoler. 
that was deflitute of al hys frendys. and was comyttyd 
to her of a certen byflioppe for to be browght vppe. 
and therfore the chylde leuyd longe tyme in grete dyf- 
comforte and heuynes Alfo y law and knew fum of 
her fyflers that were noonys of her monaftery ther yn 
that place of purgatory yn lyght peynys. 

C ® f a ttnsgi^te t|at mrmsV sn Simons G Ca xM 

Certen knyght that was patron of a chyrche 
folde on a tyme a perfonage to a certen 
clerke for. xxvij. marke Sothely aftyr- 
warde he repente hym of that dede. and 
for the iatyffaccion of fo grete a fyime he 
toke the croffe to go the holy londe. and to vj'fet oi^tc 
lordys fcepulcur yef he myghte. and for hys offenfys 
there to afke god forgeuenes and mercy Trewly that 
tyme. the hefiiyn folke had put thens cryflin pepul 
and fo occupied the holy londe Then were crillen 
pepul gedyrde of al cooflys of the worlde to fyghte 
agenfle hem- and to dryue hem away and fo thys 
knyghte yoynde hym felfe to goo amonge hem And 
aftyrwarde he was iinytte wyth fekenes. and endyd hys 
lyfe 301 that youmey Sothly y fownde thys knyghte 
there yet yn mene peynys And he tolde me that for 
the f3Tine of f>Tnony that he dyd. as hyt jrs a fore feyde 
he hadfofr>'dful greuyspe>'nys andgret Andmore ouer 
he feyde. yf y had not be preuent by the mercy of god 
to repente me fill fore afore my dethe for that 'f%Tine of 
fymony yn no \i'>fe fchulde haue fcape eternal' damp- 
nacj'on- And the labur of the p>igrymmage t^^ 
toke for god tawarde the holy londe. gretly eff 
thoo peynys. that were due for the feanfc V^in 
hit was gmwntyd me by the gcx^dx^^ dl %j 
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fchul le lence to her that was my wyfe. by a feyth- 
f-I c'erie "snmyd }-ii hys flepe of me. that fche 
Czr.'zlit ztLzzl to L-e feyde for me. v. tricennarijs of 
~t.7*5 -KyLz the of^os oi placdnf and ///r/^^ as the 
chircht hj.d ordende for hem that bjii dede and of 
ft-: he : :> -ys :h.2.t were of honefte and chafle lyuyng. 
::" the whychc. f^me y tolde by name. Than fche 
rr j.ie theie meiLs i%-}th oth}T th\-ng>-s a fore feyde. to 
re n^ewly done for hym. and aftyrwarde fche rewardyd 
hera as they were worthy by the whyche he feyde 
hys peynys were fill gredy abatyd. For a bowte 
the te^nnyng after my dethe oft)-n tj-mes y was 
coz: p^Hyd diyly to deuom-e tho penfys hoote and 
:renr.\-nj; that y had takyn of the pr}*(le and per- 
iod afore feyd. And nowe by the mercy of god y am 
del\-jerrd fro that crete tormente. and that was mode 
for the fum-^jT^ls the whiche was done for me. And 
yette y am conilraj-ned fid fore to fo^T the scaipnes of 
colde. by caufe whenne y leuyd y had not compaf- 
fyon on powre and nedeful people that were clothles 
and coolde. And oft}Ti t}-mes whenne y gaue hem 
mete and drynke y wuld be ryght wele warre by the 
\yce of hardnes to fpende no money apon hem. 
Thanne feyde y to h}-m. what and there were done 
yet age\Tie meifj-s for you fchuld ye not trowe ye 
refce>-ue perfetly refle. Thanne he feyde. }ys and 
there were done for me. \'iL tricennariis with the officys 
longj-ng to hem this \% placebo and dirige. y hope that 
anone as they were done for me. y fchuld be delyueryd 
fro pe)'nys to euerlaftyng refle. Here nowe hyt ys to 
be \'nd}Tflonde that thys fame knyght after his deth 
as y knowe h}t nowe withoute any doute. apperyd in 
a \^fyon to the fame clarke afore feyd. and affygned 
h}^. V, ful chafle pryflys and chofyn by name, that 
fchuld feye thefe meffys and other thingys lyke as hyt 
ys feyde aboue. Hoys perfons and namys and the 
placys of her dwellynges the whyche dylygentely he 
expreffyd were to hym felfe while he leuyd in hys bodye. 
and to y clarke that he apperyd to. and alfo to hys 
wyfe that dydde for hym vtwardly onkivoYi^xv. 
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9L &t a tttttn songe numfte tl^at oomttte tstnt in 
is^ 9ase0 taiais s$extett of t|e t^ixt^t. G Ca xlbtf 

Certen yonge man a monke that fomme 
tyme y had feyne the whiche in many 
thyngys behauyd hym relyg>'oufly and he 
was aJfo fexten of the chyrche where he 
dwellyd. Sothely there were in thys fame 
chyrche. iiL or. iiiL ymagys of our bleffyd lady fent 
marye hauj-ng in her lappys the }'mage of oure lau}Tir 
ihefu cryfle j-n fourme of a lytyl babe and they were 
fette at euery auter on right wele pej-nted and fe\Te 
arayed wyth golde and diners other colours, the whyche 
fchewyd to the people that behylde hjm grete deuo- 
cyon. And before euery ymage hynge a lampe. the 
whyche after the cullome of that fame chjTche. were 
wonte to be lyghted at euery pryncj-pale fefle thorowe 
alle the yere. bothe by nyghte and by daye endmyng 
fro the firft enfonge vnto the fecond enfonge afore the 
forfeyde jmaages of owre bleflyd lady fe\'nte ^lane. 
And alfoo thylke lampys lyghtnyd alle the ch\Tche 
abowte. Trewely hyt happonde apon a t)-me in the 
forfeyde Sextenys dayes. that grete fcarlheiTe of oyie 
was in that coantreyc that fame tyme. and alfo there 
was no man that diere had any oyle thanne to felle. 
and feldyn hyt was that any (hanger at that fef}ii putte 
fortbe any fuche chafer for to felle. where fore the for- 
feyde fexten. by caufe he wyiie not. where he myght 
gete oyle for neceilaiy vfys the mene whyle he wiin- 
drew the lyghte fro the fOTfeyde lampirs. as hym 
thowghte he myghte lefiilly doo how be hrt thai he 
had fome 3m (lore, but he drede lefie hyi wolce not 
fufl^ce t3ri he hade more, fo that on albeniyon cst siad 
wydiflbnday he put no ly^t to hym, the whiche ra 
thefe feftis fpedaly were wonte to brecne Bet he we::t 
not onpCHiyflite. Sothely the thyrde cay yn whrr5cc 
weke when he was feyen yn al thyngys rr^ boie snd 
fownde fodenly he was finyte wyth a fhl kitsipr 
and k> a vexid ther ci diat he w^ xveijr^ « 
bys mjmde and oa tbcmyidacf ti^ 
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dyde And on faterday by fore hys dethe. when he was 
almofle at hys lade ende. he (aw yn a uyfyon the quene 
of heuyn owre bleflyd lady fent mary. ftondyng on a 
grice of a certen wyndyng (leyer yn the chyrche that 
was by on of the fame ymagys of owre bleflyd lady 
aforefeyde And when he faw her he cryde to her 
remembryng hys fekenes and per«lle and feyde. 
holy and bleflyd mary. haue mercy on me. Than fche 
andfwerde hym fcharply bothe yn worde and yn chere 
faying thys wyfe. Thow haft.e take fro me the wor- 
fliyppe of my lyghte yn erthe. and y fchal ageyn take 
fro the the lyghte of thys prefent lyfe. Sothely whenne 
he herde and vnderftode this thretyng he was fore aferd 
and abaflhid and no meruelle. and cafl,e hym felfe done 
at her fete with grete wepyng and forowyng and aikyng 
for[g]euenes of hys trefpas and promyfed amendement 
Thenne oure bleflyd lady hoys thretyng ys wonte to 
be of mercy e mekely behylde hym and made a figne 
with her hand fchewyng hym the grice that fche fl.ode 
apon and feyde. Sytte done here Thanne he begunne 
as hym thoiighte to fytte done ful fore aferd at her fete. 
whenne fche fodenly vanyflite awey. And whenne he 
was cumme to hym felfe ageyne callyd for hys bretheren 
and tolde hym thys vyfyon that he had feyne and 
prayde hem and alfo bade hem with grete inft^aunce 
and wothys that the nexte nyghte with the daye folow- 
yng. the lampys afore feyd fchuld be lyghtynde and 
brenne. as the cufl^ome was before Alfo he made 
a vowe that and he myght haue hys helthe ageyne he 
wold contynally kepe forthe and encrefe the forfeyde 
lampys to worfchyppe and lawde of the gloryous vyr- 
gyn and moder of god oure bleflyd Lady feynt marye. 
But he cowde not calle ageyne the worde and fentence 
that fche feyde to hym And fo he dyde the tewfday 
after trynyte fonday and as for the refl-oryng of the 
forfeyde lampys fome fatyffaccyon he dydde for his 
offenfe and trefpas. Trewly yette hethir to was he 
holdyn in peynys and tormentys bycaufe often tymes 
?2e had offendyd in kepyng of hys relygyon and in fey- 
ihg- ofdyuyne feruyce And alfo Tae v^as \y^t oi \i^- 
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hauyng and ondyfcrete as in etyng and drynkyng. 
lawghyng fpekyng. iapyng and in many other mo. 

C ® f a certen clertt ti^at Utt$B tioI$I$ C Ca xMii 




fOrthermore a certen clerke that pafle oute 
of thys world in hys yowthe y fawe there 
in the fame place the whyche by the in- 
fpyracyon of the holy gofle bothe in 
connyng of dyuynyte as in other lyberals 
facultees pafTyd al mofle alle other that were hys 
felawys. Sothely he was there peynde in a light and 
amene wyfe gladly goyng forthe by the teflymony and 
witnes of a goode confciens that he had toward the 
ioys and reile of paradyfe Trewely he was ful wele 
difpofyd of maners and condicions and fludeyng in 
fcolys pure of chailyte and benyuolente in charyte 
with other geftys of grace by the whyche he plefyd 
cure lord ful wele. Alfo he had gotyn to hym fpecy- 
aly the loue of the mofle gloryus vyrgyne the modyr 
of god oure bleffyd lady fent marye home he feruyd ful 
deuoutely in hys lyfe and ful oftyn tymes wachyd longe 
in prayers before her auter with a ful meke fpyryte and 
a contryte herte and for her loue gave to pore pepul 
mekyl almys wherfore withoutyn doute thys remaynyd 
to hym of the fame blelfyd lady in heuyn euerlaflyng 
ioye and grete mede And for the houre of hys pafT- 
yng oute of thys world he had refceyued mekyl 
refreflhyng and by her contynual folace and helpe was 
mercyfully alfo in hys peynys fokyrde and conforted 
Sothely whenne he was fchewyd to me he was fum 
what dyffefyd and peynyd only by the intemperans of 
the eyre as in coolde and in hete Then y enquyred 
and he had fofrid any other peynys afore. And hyt was 
tolde me that he had fofryd other whyles amonge the 
peynfull hete of thirfle. and that was becaufe whenne 
he abowndyd in temporal goodys he was more harder to 
the pore pepul than he fchulde haue be. or ryghte v 
And trewely he had gret coiapa^on ol >as3D5 
mekyl he dyd in hys lyfe toYveVp^ ^xAt^«» 
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Dut neucrtheles oflyn tjTnes he was wery of hem, 
and fpecyaly after that he was waxio rycher in fo 
mekyl ihat before when he was powier and had not 
fo mekyl he was more lyberale to powre foike than he 
was after whenne hys goodys were encrefyd And ther- 
fore full fore hyt ys to drede howe ilreytely they 
fliulde gene acomtys of her difpenfacyon that haue 
refccyucd benefylys and lyches of the chyrche. owre 
lord yhcfu3 feyyng thys wyfe yn the gofpel. Cm pius 
cemmititur ab eo plus exigetur that ys to fey To 
home more ys commylid or be takya of hy«i more 
ihal be afkyd Now fothly by caufe whe haue here 
trewly wretyn yn wordes mony thynghes that we 
fownde and law yn pbcys of peynys let vs here ende 
owre narracion of hem And aftirward as god wyl 
geue vs grace we i",7l afaye to telle and declare fome 
ihynghys that we faw of tlie conforte and gbdnes of 
the blefl/d fowlys the whyche reflyd hem yoyfully 
yn the ful mery and yocunde place of paradyfe. 

C ^Iso of pardTiiisi: anO of tQe utnltftitDt of pfpnl 
tlj.it \yt satue aiiD founse tfjrrc. n ^a xXix 

«-e of the folace and conforte of the 
bleflyd fowlys that byn fcapyd her peynys 
and be at refle and of her euerlaltyng ioys. 
fiim what y wille tel you as y can and may 
For no m.tn may fufficiently And whenne 
e pafle and gonne thefe thre placys of peynys 
as hyt ys aboue feyde and had beholde the grete 
peynys and dyuers tormentys of fynnaryS. we wente 
forlhe fatthir And as we wente farther, there begunne 
to appere a lytyl and a lytyl more and more a full 
feire lyghte vnto vs and with al brake oute a ful 
plefaunte fwete Ciuyr And anone after we cam to a 
fylde the which was full of alie mane'r of feyre and 
plefaimte flowrys that gaue to vs an oncrcdyble andin- 
ellymable conforte of ioye and plefure Sothcly in thys 
fylde treiaweand foundeinfynvtevVioMfend-jaotto^Vja 
ful ioamde and merye in a Evi\ twcw tefte oSiei "^R^t 
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penavins and after her purgacyon. And hem that we 
founde firfte in the beg5nin)nig of that fildehadapon hem 
white cloth)mg. but hyt was hot very bryght nethyr wele 
fchyn)mg. Notwithftondying they had no fpotte of black- 
nes or of any other onclennes on hem as hyt femyd. faue 
thys as y feyd before they were not very bryght fchyn)nig 
whyte. Trewely amonge thefe many y knewe the whyche 
fum tyme y iawe and knewe ful wele whenne they 
leuyd in thys world. Of the whyche fchortely fum 
what y wylle telle yow and of other y purpofe to ceffe. 

C ®f a rrrten abhM t|e io^vt^t |e 0ataie anO 
ttneloe ifyttt abuL C Ciu h 

re in thjrs place was a certeii abbas that 
was of worfchipfiil conuerfacyon. the 
whyche y knewe whenne y was a chylde. 
and fche dyed a xiiii yere agone. Sothely 
fche had grete feruour and zele to cha{l}te. 
and to alle other honelle Alfo fche was wyfe and 
wane and deuowte in kepyng her fifters. to whome fche 
was commytted Thys abbas y fa we amonge them 
that were in the begynnjmg of that io}-ful plar>e. For 
fche was but as newe cum thedur fro her pfrynys. ztA 
fche had apCHi her dene cloth}xg but not vere}- wh-.-t* 
fc^ynyng. And fche femyd by her chere and d}-fpyj:v. 
cyon as fche had be longe t}Tne ficke or ciiTtfyd and 
had camme late 60 bath vs. I pa:Te bv here to tel cf 
immne lyghte thjTigys for the whvche for. t: h.i.1 f:»rvd 
lyi^ite fcarpe peynys, Sothely fche r^i r.-.t ocer- 
cmnine in her leoycg the -iyce and mvr/vn -A -."i-me 
gloiye. amcHige the merTtj-s of verri ar.c f^'j=:z.rzxt'L^ 
cyon of flatryng and of other t?->T,ii5 :nr. j-ntnir-"* -r 
paiie 
pepnl 
that 
louyd 
hem gane mekrl gooiv^ 

a fpyijtasul modsT - - - - ' 
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longed to her leuyng and clothyng. And whenne y 
harde thys of her. gretely y memelyde. For y knowe 
not onethe any prelate in thys dayes. that vfyd fo 
grete fcarfnes to her kynnys folke as fche me femyd 
dydde to her cofynis. And as tochyng fuperfluyte as 
fer as y knew, onethe fche gaue any tyme to hem that 
were of her kynne ther neceffarijs. Alfo her neueys 
and necys. and othyr that were of her kynne Ihe cow- 
pulde hem not to carnal matr}Tnony. but be toke hem 
to religyon for to feme god. And fo Heme fche be- 
hauyd her }ti wordys and yn chere. to hem fpecialy. 
that when fche was feyne to othyr flrangers frendely 
and yefely. fche was only to her cofynis ryghte gaflful 
and on mylde. Alfo fche vfyd to enquyre ther fawtys 
ful warly. and when perauenture fche myghte fynde 
hem fawtye. ful bytturly therfor fche wolde hem po- 
nyfhe Alfo fche wolde haue the honefle of maners. 
and the clennes of chaflyte obferuyd and kepte. of al 
feruantys and perfons that fche hade longyng to the 
monaflerye. but moofle of hem yat were of her kynne. 
And ther was no brothyr ne fyfler that fche vfyd to 
fauer. as dydde othyr that were not of her kynne 
And when y had feyde thys to her. and alfo that fche 
had browghte forthe many that y knewe to kepe de- 
uowtly her purpofe and habet of relygyon that they 
had takyn apon hem thys wyfe the fame abbas feide 
to me ageyne. Sothe hyt ys fche feyde as ye fey. 
But neuertheles for the carnal affeccyon and loue. that 
y had ynwardely to my frendys when y was bownde 
to the due goflely leuyng of religion, as wele by the 
refon of my profeffyon. as by the office that y bare, y 
kowde fynde non excufe. be fore the flre)rte iugement 
of god yn the whyche y was examynde to the vttur- 
maile poynte of my leuyng. And mofle by caufe that 
occafyon of gruggyng. and example of ouermekyl be- 
fynes grewe to my fyflers, by my fawte and negligens for 
the carke and befynes that they had to her frendys 
Trewly y fchulde rathyr haue be warre and takyn hede 
of the hurte of her fowlys of home y had cure audcharge. 
than the fuperfluyteis and prouytyoti o^ >nox^^ ^oq>^^^ 
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to my frendys the whyche y lefte onys wyth the worlde 
for god. And when thys worfchippful abbas had tolde 
me thys and many othyx thyngys alfo. we wente forthe 
farther yn to the fame ioyful fylde. 

C ®f a ttvttn prior ti^at UusS Seuototls atiB 0$r9 
tloI$I$* C Ca It 

Saw and knew alfo yn thys ioyful place a 
certen worlhipful perfon yat was a prior 
of a monaflerye the whyche dyed a. iij 
yere agonne Trewly y faw hym ful blef- 
fydly amonge ye holy fpiritys and bleflyd 
feyntys )ni a ioyful refle. exempte and delyueryd frome 
al peynys. gladfum and mery of yat place yat he was 
yn but mekyl more gladder and that yncomparable for 
the certen bydyng that he boode. to haue the fight of 
god. And he bare euermore whyle he leuyd in thys 
world the habet of a monke bothe on his body and in 
hys herte fro the tyme of hys chyldhode on to hys 
oolde aage and to hys lade ende. Alfo he kepeth and 
hydde the floure of hys vyrgynite in the bofum of 
mekenes and he cowpuld to hem ful fuerly the vertu 
of pacyens. Trewely he vfyd gret abflynence and 
longe wacchyng. and bothe too he ouercome by holy 
deuocyon. And whenne neceffyte compellyd hym to 
be aboute werkys of charyte as hys office requyred for 
the tyme. he wulde euer amonge be feying fome lalmys 
or other deuowte prayers to god. No man had more 
compaflyon to hem that were in temptacyon than he. 
ne no man was more deuowtur and befyur in feruyce 
to feke men / than he. Alfo he neuer denyed hem her 
petycyons and alkynges that were dyffefyd al only of 
tho thyngis that myghte be hadde. And for to helpe 
hem that were in heuynes. a becke of wamyng was fuf- 
fycyent. And whenne he was of feche holy leuyng 
and conuerfacyon. and alfo laborde cont[i]nualymony 
yerys before hys dethe. in grete wekenes of bodv^ ^- 
that by hys febulnes and diffefe he YvaANV^rai^ 
the fjght of on of his yes a too yeie\>efex^ 
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when other lymmys of his body faylde him for d)mers 
other, dyflefis. and not withftondmg alle thys yette 
wolde he neuer be fro the couent ne fro the quere ne 
fro the comyn table of the frayter where he was more 
fedde of the refeccyon of his brethyme. than of hys 
owne Sothely aftyr hys yonge age. he vtwardly abfley- 
nide hym fro flefche metys neuertheles he wolde to his 
brethirne yat wer fickelew and febul befyly and de- 
uowtly profer hem fleffche metys for her recoueryng 
And at the lafle he fyl yn to a fekenes yat ys called 
diflenteria And when he was al mode browghte to 
hys ende. he toke hys goflely conforte and focur the 
holy and bleffyd fakyrment of owre lordys precius 
body and blode with hys laRe anoyntyng. and fo bode 
al mode. x. days with owte any mete intendyng only 
thebenefitys of god and theexhortacion of hys brethyme 
Trewly the nyghte before the day yat he paile to god 
abo^vte the owre of diuyne femyce. he law owre lord 
ihefu and owre bleffyd lady feynt mary cummyng to hym. 
and with a ful meke fygne they made a tokyn to hym 
that he fchulde folow hem. and anon aft)n: callyd for 
hys brethime. and declaryd to hem the vifyon that 
he had feyne. and tolde hem before, and yat with a 
ful glade herte yat he fchulde paffe hens on the 
morow nexte. and fo he dydde Longe hyt were yef 
y fchulde telle and remembre all thyng that he feyde 
before hys ende. how he commendyd hym felfe and 
hys brethime to god. and exhortyd hem to cont3mew 
yn good leuyng. hoys wordys and exhortacion was not 
of man. but of the holy goofle that fpake yn hym 
Sothly then on the morow aftyr abowt the howr of 
tyrfe lying yn afliys and yn herre when he had feyde 
the femice of the day. and of the holy trinite. and of 
owre bleffyd lady, the whyche he vfyd euermore of a 
childe and when he had herde deuowtly the paifion of 
owre lorde after the .iiii. euangelyflys. and other falmys 
with grete compunccyon of herte betwhene the fwhete 
kyffyngys of oure lordys croffe and the falutacions 
of oure b/e/Iyd lady, bleffyng hys brethyme deuoutely 
expyryd, 'i'iierfore thys woi{c%S\3l\ i^A.et, ^w^^'^'^'^ 
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fro my ryghte yonge aage y was ful wele acquentyd 
anon as y fawe hym deuoutely y grete hym and he grete 
me ageyne fill mekely and tolde me many thyngys. 

G 0f a rerten sottse monite t^tte of i^te ea Hi 

[Othely thys worfchipful fader and Prior 
fchewyd to me ther alfo a certen adolc- 
fcente a yonge man the whyche in hys 
chyldhode with gret feruent deuocyon 
entryd in to relygyon and was a monke 
in the fame place and monafterye yat thys worfchyp- 
fiil fader aforefeyde was prior of. and there he leuyd 
a good whyle but no longe tjrme. for he was preuent 
hsSlely and fone of dethe and fo blefTydly he pafTyd 
out of this worlde Trewly y neuer faw hym in body 
Neuertheles often y haue harde the bretheren of the 
lame place tel of his pure and innocent leuing and 
alfo of hys holy paffing mony thingys Then feyd the 
forfeycje prior to me of hym This ys my fonne he feyde 
of home often tymes thou haRe herde. he was my 
felowe when y leuyd in the worlde in holy leuing and 
deuocyon. he ys now alfo my felowe going to heuyn. 
and fchalle be an euyn heyre with me eternaly in euer- 
lafling ioye and blyffe and the fame yong monke alfo 
tolde opinly to hys brethime before his dethe the 
howre of hys paffyng. And alfo heuynly melody was 
harde at hys paffyng as many can telle that were ther 
in the monaflerie the fame tyme Treuly the for- 
feyde prior, what for diuers negligencys of hys owne 
doyng and for othyr diuers fawtys of hys brethime. 
he had fofryd fome lytyl peynys And the fame yonge 
monke alfo. as he had offendyd yn ful fmale and 
Ijrtyl th3mgys. fo he had felte afore fum what of lytyl 
peynys. not wythflondyng they were bothe equale yn 
wythnes and in ioy Sothly the forfeide prior as hyt 
femyd had a trufle of a more greter rewarde for the 
more goode dedys and meritys of vertu the whvche he 
had by lengur ieuyng deferuyd. 
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C 91100 of a toordtj^ipM prs^te* Q Ca It(/ 

Saw alfo yn thys fame place a certen wor- 
fchipful pride the whyche yn hys lyfe 
dydde mekyl good to the pepul by hys 
holy preching Treuly he had grace of 
prechyng fo ioynyd which the zele of 
ryghtwefnes and with good example of leuyng. yat he 
callid not only the pepul of hys owne paryfhons fro 
wekyd leuyng and dedly dedis. but alfo he enformid 
and tawghte innumerable pepul of other parilhons 
ferre and brode. how they fchulde leue her fynnys and 
fulfille owre lordis commandmentis and how they 
fchulde dayly encrefe and perfet in goode and vertu- 
us leuyng and fo to continew to a dew and a con- 
uenient ende And fothly fumme were fo ferre fallyn 
yn to the deuyls bondys by her euyl and wekyd 
leuyng whome he callyd ageyne by prayur and -holy 
prechyng that vifibly they myghte aftynvarde vnder- 
ftonde and know how they had be takyn hem felfe to 
the deuyl and hys feruice the whiche he made of oure 
lordys infinite mercy by confeffion and fatiffaccion and 
penanfe doyng. ryght wele and parfet yn the feithe 
and yn good leuyng Neuertheles for what caufys he 
had alfo fofryd before a lytyl while diuers peynis y 
leue oute here by caufe y haue feyde a fore many 
feche lyke th)nigys. And as we wente more ynward and 
farthir yn to yat ioj^ul place of paradyfe. we had 
euermore a clere lyghte and felte a fwetur fauer 
and hem that we founde and faw ther were more 
wh)rttur and gladder than were othyr that we faw 
before And wher to fchulde y tarye here now to 
nowmbre tho perfons and her merytys the whiche y 
faw ther. that y knew fumme t3nne before yn the 
worlde. and hem alfo that y knew not before For 
al that were ther yn that place, were ordende to be 
the cytfonnys of the hye and euerlallyng ierufalem and 
al had pafle the flr}fe and batel of this worlde and 
were victurs of deuyls. and fo lyghtly they went tho- 
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rowe al pe)niys. as they were before les comyrd [com- 
byrd ?] and holde by wrechyd leuyng and worldely vicys 



anS di^etosO to tfie ss^olDlsd tfiat taiere in pa[ra> 
Sfee. C Ca Itttt 

>we fothely tho thyngys the whiche we fawe 
as we wente forthe farthir in to the fame 
place nethyr tonge may telle ne mannys 
mynde maye worthely confyder. who ys 
he that may worthily tel in worde how in 
the myddys of tho bleffyd and holy fowlys the holy 
croffe of cryflys paffyon was prefented and fchewed to 
hem. of the whiche infynite thoufandys were there 
flondyng aboute hyt and as oure lorde had be prefent 
in hys body fo they worfchyppte and halowed hys 
bleffyd paffyon Trewly there was feyne the meke 
redemer of mankynde oure fwete lorde and fauyur 
ihefus crifle as he had be done frefche on the croffe. 
For alle hys body was blake and blody of fcurgys and 
betyng and cruelly diffigurde by fowle fpyttyng 
crownyd with fcarpe thomys and fmytte throw with 
grete naylys hys fyde was fore perfyd with a fpere and 
fro his handys and fete ranne out blode redde as pur- 
pul and from his holy fyde came downe blode and water 
fill largely, and at this grete and wondyrful fpectacul 
flode his holy moder oure bleffyd lady fent marye. not 
now in heuynes and mornyng but right gladfum and 
ioyng and yat was in a ful feyre demenyng. and ther 
alfo flode with herre the fwete dyfcipil of crifle feynt 
iohnne the bleffyd euangelifle and ho may now con- 
ceue in mynde how thoo holy foulys ranne thedir on 
euery fyde gladly and lightly to fee and beholde yat 
bleffyd fight O what deuocyon was there of hem that 
behilde that glorius vyfyon O what concurs wa« *^ 
of worfchipping and thanking our lorde ih 
and how menielus was her ioyful gladne 
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remembryng thefe thyngys in my felfe y wote not 
whedir forow or deuocyon or compaiTion or gratula- 
cyon drawyn nowe myne onhappy foule dyuers weyes. 
For wondyr and meniel of tho thingis makyn me 
alyenate fro my felfe and fum what abfent to my felfe. 
who ys he that wolde not ful gretly forow to fee fo 
feire and fo folemly a body to be cade under fo grete 
iniuriis and fore peynys. and who wolde not with al 
his harte haue compaffion apon his mekenes fo mouid 
and vexyd with tormentys and vpbraydys of fecbe 
wekyd folke. and what ioye and conforte may nowe 
here be thoughte. that by his paffion and meke dethe 
helle ys foiightyn agenfl. the deuyl ys ouercome and 
bounde his power and flrenthe is deflroyed and man 
that was lofle ys refloryd ageyne to grace and takyn 
oute of the peynfiil prifon of helle and ioynyd blef- 
fydly to the holy angelys of heuyn. and ho wolde not 
meruel on the grete mercy and goodnes of our 
fauyur cryfle ihefu the whiche now beyng immortalle 
wyl whytefaue yat hys paffyon and dethe thewhyche 
he fofryd onys in this worlde bodely for the redemp- 
cion of mankynde be reprefentyd and fchewde in a 
vyfyon to the holy fowlys that byn in paradyfe. that 
her deuocyon and loue fchuld be the more accendyd 
and increfyd to hym. Many other thingis y faw and 
herde there the whyche y trowe at this tyme is bettur 
to leue hem out than to wryte hem. and than aftyr- 
ward fodenly this bleflyd fyghte and holy vyfyon was 
takyn fro thens Than al that grete multytude of foulys 
that came thedir to worfchippe the holy croffe of 
cryflys pafllon wente age)nie euerichon to her owne 
places with ioy and gladnes Treuly y folowyde euer- 
more my duke and lodifman fent Nicholas that went 
forthe farthir and farther repletyd now with grete ioye 
and gladnes amonge the ful brighte and light man- 
fyons of bleflid fowlys. and the whitnes of hem yat were 
here in this place and the fwetnes of fauer and alfo 
the melody e of fynging laudys to god wes ineflymable 
and onethe to mannys vnderHondyti^ cted^VAa, 
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there with in forthe al aboutys no man atkc ue iech» 
of me for y can not only telle hit by worde but alfo ) 
can not remembre hit in mynde That glory ous fch)ming 
light was brighte and finothe and fo rauelhte a man 
that behylde hit that hit bare a man aboue hym felfe 
by the grete brightnes of lyghte yn fo mekyl that what 
fumeuer y fawe before hit was as no thing me thought 
in comparyfon of hit That bryghtneffe thawghe hyt 
were ine(l}Tnable. Neuerthelefie hyt dullyd not a 
mannys fyghte. hyt rathyr fcharpyd hyt. Sothly hyt 
fchynyd ful meruelufly. but more yneflymably h)^ de- 
lytyd a man that behylde hyt. and wondirfully cow- 
pulde a mannys fyghte to fe hit And wyth ynforthe 
no thyng y myght fee. but lighte and the walle of cryf- 
talle throw the whyche we came yn And alfo fro the 
gronde vppe to toppe of that walle were grycis ordende 
and dyfpofyd fe}Te and meruelufly. by the whyche the 
ioyful company that was cum yn at the forfeyde gate 
gladly afcendyd vppe Ther was no labur. ther was no 
difficulte ther was no taryng yn her afcendyng. and the 
hier they wente the gladder they were. Sothely y 
flode benethe on the grunde. and longe tyme y faw 
and behylde how they that came yn at the gate afcendyd 
vppe by the fame grycis And at the lafle as y lokyd 
vppe hier y faw yn a trone of ioy fittyng owre bleflyd 
lord and fauyur ihefus crifl.e yn lykenes of man. and 
abowte hym as hyt femyd to me were a fyue hondred 
Ibwlys. the whyche late had flyed vppe to that glorius 
trone. and fo they came to owre lorde and worfchpte 
hym and thankyde hym. for hys grete mercy and grace 
fchewyd and done to hem And fome were feyne on 
the vppur partys of the walle as they had walkyd hethyr 
and dedyr Trewly y knew for certen that thys place, 
were y faw owre lorde fyttyng yn a trone. was not the 
hye heuyn of heuyns where the bleflid fpiritis of angels 
and the holy fowlys of ryghtwys men ioyin )m the feyghte 
of god feyng hym yn hys magefle as he ys. where alfo 
innumerable thowfondis of holy fpiritys and angels 
ferue hym and airifl.e hym But than fro thens wythowten 
nj^ hardnes or taryng. they afcende vpp^ to \}ci^ V^-^ 
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heuin the whyche ys blelTyd of the fy-h:-j cf th'r tirz- 
laflyng godhed where al only the r.j.y a r .:■_'.- .:r. i :/.-.- 
fowlys of ryghtwes men that \y\i\ of ar.jv - : ".::>• ■i-vn 
fe)Ti the ynuifibly and inmortallc VyT.^-i •.: ..'. v. ^r! :;. - 
face to face, the whvche ha the on '. v : m n: • . r_ . '. : : •_-. i r. : 
dwellyth jTi lyghte. that ys : r. ace c if;. ':.!-.*. :' r r. ^ rr. ^r. 
may cumme to hjt. the whyr.hc no rr. .ru!!-.- :..j.r. :':.:r.-r 
nethyr may fee Sothely he vi :y.T,i ^ :.'./ ■::' i'./.y 
fpiritys that b}!! pure and clcr.e. : v. !.-..: :,- r.'^: 
greuyd by no comipicion of bo< iy r. ■_ :! . i r . : :' , '.-: A r. ■ : 
}Ti thys ^ifion that y faw. fo mckyl'.j y f. r.- :.;.': yr. r..y 
fowle of ioy and gladnes that wat :u.t. - : .r :.. . . -.- :-.;. :-: 
of h)t by mannys mowthe. ful Iy:y! >y: y-. ; ',:.:'.::.- 
cient to exprelTe the ioy of in}Tie r.-zr.:. :..i: y ... 1 v.-jr-j. 

C loto t^e monfcf came otott agrrne tf^roto tl^e 
fsame gale of paraBrar* C Calbt 
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[Herfore wher* v hirL fe-T. j! \rr 

aboue feyric ar.d rri ir.y '. *. ! . yr !:'.::..-::./•: 
mv lorde fer.t Xv^.!-. /i- *.; .: :. : : :..-: ,v 
the har> de fe vde :'«: r. : r. '•.*.; . : : . : . . •; \/j o 
fonne he fevce r-',^.- a - -r:; ;;'--,t v.-.v '..■.:- 
cion and grete defir thow ':.\'\r. :•;... ^- 3'. 
the (late of the worlce va: v^ :., ^ ::.-.:.. : j - ; 
be to poffible Alfo the :.:r-r'.- '.:* !.-;::. *.; : 
and emu the p;e\"ny5 of fj-r.er^r. :>.-: r,.'*. : 
yat haue done her purricior.. th-; i-.-iyr . .: 
be goyng to heuraward. ar. : *.?.-: : .y- A :. ::. 
b)m cumme to the courte of h-; :.t. ^'1 3. :' v '.:.-: i.y of 
cryflis re\Tivn£:e And no**- tho v r- -:':: r , -ji-rvr.-: to 
they felfe and to ±}T.e. ar.d to thv- v ^.:. ■/. \ :-:'. Srr.'/r.z 
Treuly thow fchalt hatie and :.ero-:-:-j tr.j : .y- t.it tho.v 
halle fevne andmekvi mor^. vef::: t'.o.v o..nf.T.-:-v md 
perfeuer in the drede of ^oc. \z/\ ..h-r. h-j hii ftyce 
thys to roe he brow^hte nie for.h-r thr.v.c the iizie 
gate that we came }T- wheror f-. ':.-::': in I f:rr -^^.s y 
and more than a man mav f::.:.ofe. f .r -A-e!e v kne-*- 
that 7 mo/I tzime a^ejT.e. fro ^n^^'nc r/rh; "J-yT.* vj-jlt^ 
worldys wrechidnes. And zrtr.t.y ^t eLi^^-K^;:^^ tm 
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how y fchulde d)rfpofe me. to abyde the day of 
my callyng oute of my body yn clemies of herte and 
of body, and mekenes of fpirite wyth dylygent kepyng of 
my religyon. Dylygently he feyde to me. kepe the com- 
maundement)'s of god. and dyfpofe they leuj-ng aftyr the 
example of ryghtwes men. And tniely fo h}! fchal be. 
that aftyr the terme of they bodely leuyng thow fchal be 
admyttyd bleflydly. to her felefchippe euerlaflyngly. 

G 0f t^t dtaiete pele atiS meloSse of btUs^ t^at 
^e lerBe in paraQs^e atiS ateo l^otai f^t tame to 
Ism self agestte* C Ca. Mi 

|Nd whyle the holy confefTour fent nycholas 
thys wyfe fpake yet with me fodenly y 
harde ther a folenne pele and a rynggyng 
of a meruelus fwetenes. and as al the bellys 
yn the worlde or what fumeuer ys of fown- 
yng had be rongyn to gedyr at onys Trewly yn thys 
pele and r3mging brake owte alfo a meruelus fwetenes. 
and a variant medelyng of melody fownyd wyth alle 
And y wote not whether the gretnes of melody, or the 
fwetnes of fownnyng of bellys was more to be wondirde 
And to fo grete a noyfe y toke good hede and ful gretly 
my mynde was fufpendyd to here hyt Sothly anone 
as that gret and meruelus fownnyng and noyfe was 
cefTyd fodenly y faw my felfe departyd fro the fwete 
felefchippe of my duke and leder fent Nicholas Than 
was y retumyd to my felfe age)nie. and anone y hard 
the voycis of my brethyme. that flode abowte our 
bedde alfo my bodely ftrenthe cam ageyn to me a lytyl 
and a litil and myn yes opinde to the vfe of feying as 
ye fawe ryghte wele. Alfo my fekenes and febulnes 
by the whiche y was longe tyme ful fore diffefid was 
vtwardly excludyd and gonne fro me. and fate vppe 
before yow fo (Ironge and myghty as y was afore by hyt 
foroful and heuy And y wende that y had be then yn 
the chirche afore the auter. where y worfchipte fyrfle 
the crofTe And as tochyng the taryng that y made yn 
thys vyfyon y had wende hyt had be noone. but al only 
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the fpace of on matens while, and now as y vnderflonde. 
y was terdye .ij. days and more And now as com- 
pendeully as y kowde y haue here tolde yow of al tho 
thingys the whiche y feiwe and were fchewyd to me 
jrn body or 3^1 fpirite at the inflauns and commande- 
ment of youre holynes and deuoute charyte. And nowe 
y befeche you mekely and that with fore weping that ye 
will with faue [vouchfafe] to praye to god for me an vn- 
happy wrecche yat y may fcape the grete and greuys 
peynys of fynners the whyche y lawe. and cum to the 
ioys of the holy fowlys that y knewe. and alfoo to fee 
euerlaflyngly the glory ous face of oure bleffyd lorde 
and lauyur ihefu cnfle and oure bleffyd lady fent marye. 

C 21 proffe t^at f^v^ reuela^on 90 of goS anB 
tnosstfe nrBs0 lie tretai for i^t grete msraclsss^ fltat 
our lorB s^letosB on t|to Mtnt mon&e tfiat same 
tsme* C Ca Itiij 

[Ony inflmccyons and opyn examples byn 
here at the begynnyng of thys narracyon 
that euydentely prouyn thys vyfyon. not 
to be of mannys conceyte but vtwardely 
of the wylle of god the whiche wolde 
haue hyt fchewed to cryflyn pepul Neuertheleffe yefe 
there be fo grete infydelyte or infyrmyte of any per- 
fons that can not beleue to thefe thyngys aforfeyde lete 
hem confyder the grete fekeneffe and febulnes of hym 
that fawe hyt. fo fodenly and fo fone helyd in to a 
very wytnes and trowthe of this vyfyon that he fawe. 
Alfo let hem meruelle the grete noyfe that was abowte 
hym. and alfo howe that he was prycked in hys fete 
with nyldys by the whyche he kowde not in any wyfe 
be mouyd. Forthermore let hem take hede to hys 
yes that were fo ferre fallyn done in to hys hede and 
was not feyne onethe tobrethefpace of .ij. days, and alfo 
aftyr a ful longe fpace of howris onethe lafle myghte 
be perfeuyd yn hym a ful finalle meuyng as a thynne 
drede yn hys vytalle veynys Alfo let hem confyder 
hys contynualle wepyng and terys the whyche t 
aftyrward many days. And \)e^^Aft ^ \3as& iS 




we knowe alfo a nothyr certen thynge that v 
teyre niyraclc and a very toVyn or godys curacyon 
fchewj'il on hym the fame tyme, and as mekyl to be 
merueld. Sothely he had al mofte the fpace of an 
hole yere yn hys lyfte legge a grete fore and a ful 
byttUT as hyt were a canker large and brode wherby 
he was peynyd intollerably. And he was wonte to fey. 
thathehad feche a forowandpeyne therof ashe hadbore 
an hoote plate of yme bownde fafle to hys legge And 
ther was no emplaftiir no oyntmente ncthyr any oihyr 
medicyn how be hit that he had mekyl of lechis leyde 
to hyt. yatmyghteyefehym of hys peyne or drawe the 
wownde to gedyr Trewly yn the fpace of hys rauefh- 
yng, he was fo fully helyd that he hym felfe menielyd 
\yyth vs to fele and fee the peyne and ache wyth the 
wownde fo clene agonne. that no tokyn of hyt. ne Cgne 
ofreilnesorof whythnesremaynydaboue the meruelus 
curacion of god. Al only thys differens had hys legge 
that was fore, fro todyr legge that where the forfeyde 
fore was that place was bare and had none heere. 

[|U1 delectable hyt was to hym as he feyde 
fro that tyrae forthe. as ofte as he harde 
any folenne pele of ryngyng of bellys. 
by caufc hyt wolde then cum to hys 
raynde ageyne. the fill fwete pele and 
melody tlie whyche he herde. when he was amonge 
tlie blellyd fowlys yn paradyfe. Sothely aftyr that he 
was cum to hym felfe and hys brethime had tolde hym. 
that now ys the holy tytne of yeflyr, than fyrfle he 
l)eleuyd. when he harde hem rynge folenly to complen. 
for then he knew certenly. that the pele and melodye. 
that he herde yn paradyfe. wyth fo grete ioy and glad- 
nes. betokynde the fame folennyte of yeflir yn the 
whyche owTe bleffyd lorde and fauyur ihefus crifte rofe 
vppe vifibly and bodely fro delhe on to !yfe. to home 
wyth the fadjT and the holy gooile be now and euer- 
more euerlaflyng ioye and blyife Amen. , 
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